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Editorial

October 1st to 7th is celebrated as 'Wildlife Week' with great enthusiasm and
passion throughout the country. The word “Wildlife” usually refers to plants, fungi,
animals, birds and every other organism that grows or lives in the wild and in areas
with minimal human intervention. Wildlife Week celebrations throughout the

country were first started in the year 1952 with the intention to protect and conserve
the wildlife especially the threatened wild species.

Melghat Tiger Reserve, being affluent with all these wildlife assets, has a
unique importance in the region. The awning Satpuda ranges make Melghat Tiger
Reserve a unique tourist attraction and an exceptional habitat for the wild. This
Critical Tiger Habitat boasts of some of the most obscured wildlife that can be found
in India. From Flora-to-Fauna, Melghat is still an uncharted landscape and an
awaiting adventure.

Encountering over 80 species of mammals, 54 species of Amphibians, 96
species of Fishes and 264 species of Birds, the faunal diversity of Melghat is
uncustomary. The floral mélange, with over 772 species is yet another case proving
Melghat to be an optimal habitat for the wild.

With all these vast resources to be handled, the Forest Department
undertakes continuous painstaking measures to conserve and render these
resources safe. The unceasing work by the department complemented by the role of
NGO's and commoners underlines the long journey to safeguard the vitality of such
bio-diverse areas like Melghat not only for the conservation of floral and faunal
resources but also for thye ultimate survival of us humans.

As said by Edward O. Wilson “Each Species is a masterpiece, a creation
assembled with extreme care and genius.”

With this message in consideration a strong emphasis should be laid for the
conservation of these wild resources to be undertaken not only by the forest
department but also by every citizen and group working hand in hand.

e

M.S. Reddy
Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forest
& Field Director, Melghat Tiger Reserve, Amravati
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Melgl;lgt — from the é;te_s_of a Trekker

Melghat holds attractions for everyone —each age group!
Jungle Safari, Night Safari, Trekking, Long drives, Waterfalls, Bird-
Watching, Adventure games and other activities etc. Even if you
are not into any activity — you will still enjoy the lush green
forests, mountains, stay at the British era guest houses, newly
created resorts — both Govt. and Private. Just sitting by the
nearby flowing waters will enthral you. A sociologist will study
the tribal life. The biologists may study the flora and fauna along with the medicinal plants. The
creative writers will get the long sought after peace of mind to rejuvenate their souls away from the
bustling city life. The history lovers will roam the forts like Gawilgad and Narnala.

I do not know exactly as to which abovementioned categories | fit in. But broadly | may
describe myself a lifetime trekker and | should limit my descriptions to that. Even as a trekker there are
two phases in my life. For the earlier part and even late into adulthood | was not aware of trekking as a
. systematic activity. Before that | was just aimlessly wandering into the forests of Melghat just as and
when the opportunity was there. Unprepared, unguided and unaided. Things changed after | came
into contact with professional trekkers - mountain climbers, bird watchers, environmentalists etc.
Gradually | changed my attire to suit the environs of forest and mountains. Started carrying the
essentials on my back. Got the sane advices from the experienced and the experts. Acquired the
required, bare minimum gadgets etc.

The Melghat region is basically a core forest area with protected and prohibited Tiger Projects.
The Govt. Forest Department has the main jurisdiction there. Its well trained officials and employees
have the unenviable task of protecting the wildlife in inhospitable conditions — facing both the wild
animals and the irate tribal population who were displaced from their age-old habitats. The officials
are aware of the livelihood problems being faced by the tribals and are making honest efforts to
rehabilitate and resettle them. Hitherto, the core jungle areas were strictly prohibited and the general
public had no access there. But after sensing the potential of eco-tourism in providing gainful
' employment for the displaced tribal youth, the initially reluctant forest department started opening
up and allowing entry to the tourists on certain terms and condition of not harming the nature.

My first regular trek in Melghat was from Khatkali to Highest Point. It was raining on that day.
We had to cross several flowing streams on the way with the help of ropes. Initially the track was even
but the last 3 kilometers were steep rise. Here we learnt some basics of trekking. Saw the scratch
marks on trees made by the sloth bear etc. We returned to Khatkali from the Highest Point in the
vehicles by tar road.

Second trek was followed immediately after 15 days. Gullerghat — Dhargad — Narnala —
Shahnoor. It was around Maha-Shivratri and the forest department had then allowed the pilgrims to
- visit the Holy Caves at Dhargad. After having Darshan we started climbing up the hills and were
walking continuously from 11=00 am upto 9=00 pm. It was under hot sun and there were no water
bodies along the major portion of our trek. Climbing up and down the mountains was also hard and
dangerous at some places. The sight of CAP like portion of Shadalbuwa Donger, crossing the narrow
and dangerous 'Hirkani Marg' for entering the Narnala Fort through its fallen rampart on our way
were really fascinating. We soon ran out of drinking water and a few of us faced cramping in calf
muscles due to dehydration. Had to quench our thirst with the muddy by really sweet tasting water of
- 'Sakkar Talav' on Narnala Fort. Nobody fell ill — except those who waited for bottled mineral water.
- Night trek part from Narnala to Shahnoorvillage was also thrilling.

Few days after that we attended a full day 'Bird Watching Camp' at Thakurwadi (An

. Agricultural Tourist Centre — Krushi Paryatan Kendra) at Popatkhed near Akot. Enjoyed the fresh

village food there.
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Soon, we had a chance to visit Khatkali again. But this time as some ladies accompanied us, we
restricted our trek to Khatkali to Madhi Jungle(Dense Forest) only and avoided climbing up steep
slopes of Highest point. But again it was raining this time too. | remember to have crossed about 9
water streams 2 times each — making it 18 times. This was the toughest part here. The water coming
down from the mountains was extremely muddy and flowing with full force which made it difficult to
hold your feet steady. One cannot guess whether you are putting your foot in a deep pit or on a round
slippery stone inside water. The fear of water snakes was also there. The water in the first stream
which was few inches deep when we started had risen to our waists on our returning time. We crossed
the streams with the help of ropes and forming a human chain by holding hands together.

On all the initial events —Mr. Laxmishankar Yadav, an international wrestling Govt. coach from
Akola was our guide. Armed with the basic tricks of jungle and mountain trekking - he taught us, |
continued my “nature tours” in future with him and also others —in Melghat an elsewhere too. In later
days | came into contact with many NGOs like WECS, YHAI(Amravati Unit) and the NGO formed by
Ajinky Sanap and Rohit Pundkar which is actively arranging the adventure activities in collaboration
with Forest Department at the Tourism Complex at Shahnoor village at the base of Narnala Fort. In the
. process became friendly with helpful forest officials like Mr. Sunil Wakode, Mr. Deshmukh, Mr.
Lambade, Mr. Pradeep Rathod etc. at the Akot Division.

Dharkhora Waterfall near Buradghat village on Partwada-Ghatang road is supposed to be the
highest waterfall in Melghat. It'sa moderate trek of about 5 km. Now the distance is reduced further as
the approach road was recently constructed there. It is suitable for family tours. | have visited it 2 times
so far.

Chinchati Waterfall is also a sight to watch. The distance of trek is not much from the Chinchati
Village but it is somewhat difficult as you have to walk through the undulating path of river. It is located
near Devgaon where you can reach from Dhamangaon Gadhi. | have gone there only once.

The more difficult ones are the Kalalkund — Bakadari Waterfalls. How to reach there? On
Dhamangaon Gadhi to Chikhaldara road, 17 km before Chikhaldara — you find a Bus stop of Aadnadi
Village. Aadnadiis at a distance of about 5-6 km from here. Park your vehicles at Aadnadi village and

. (with local guides only) start walking towards Kalalkund. It's a total 14 km (to and fro distance) trek.
Upto Kalakund it's a easy to moderate trek. At kalalkund you have to climb up the height with hanging,
open - iron stairway tied with steel ropes to nearby hills — without handrails at some places and witha
few steps missing — really adventurous. From there you cross the uneven stream and walk through
large patches of stones and narrow, slippery pathways to reach Bakadari. | had the opportunity to visit
this place 3 times so far — with different groups. This is recommended for the atheletic, strongly built
individuals.

If you are still interested in the moderate trek and a safe waterfall visit, | will recommend “Sulai
Waterfall” near Gullerghat. This is considered to be safest waterfall in Melghat. You can approach
~there in your own vehicle or in hired gypsies by tar road after crossing Popatkhed near Akot. Or

' alternatively you can enjoy a trek (13-14 km app.- To and Fro distance) in the prohibited Tiger Project
area from Shahnoor Tourism Complex to this water fall. (with due permit and with the help of a guide
only) It's called Chandansawali Phata to Sulainala waterfall Trek. The organizing NGOs and the Forest
Department provide help, guidance and all possible protection there. You can find the signs of the
wildlife during your walk. Even the normally healthy ladies and girls can undertake this trek. Entering
into the water here is permitted, relatively safe and enjoyable. | am normally reluctant to enter into
unknown waters and best possibly avoid it. But here | have also done it twice during my visits.

For the religious ones, a visit to Muktagiri Temple Hills is a must. It also has a known old
waterfall site. But, due to the risk of falling stones they do not allow you to go near it. You have to
watch it from a distance. It's a beautiful complex of about 52 Nos. old Jain Temples. The vegetarian
food available there is tasty. | have visited this place several times since my childhood but still long to

80 there.
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Dhargad Caves near Akot and Salbardi Caves near Morshi are also for the religious minded
ones. Devotees of Lord Shiva rever these places as 'Motha Mahadev'. Dhargad is out of bounds
without permission. But at Salbardi, the explorers have recently discovered a few more caves along
the bank of the river in the hills. The History lovers may visit them. | have seen three of them near the
existing Ashram (with trek organizer Mr. Manish Dhakulkar) but | have also heard that there more
other caves in the vicinity.

Every year on 30" April or the full moon night of Buddha Pournima, the Forest Department
attempts to hold a census of wild animals in the forest. This is recently renamed as “Nisarg Anubhav”.
Temporary open structures of Bamboos and ballies- called 'Machan' for night long stay are erected on
trees near the waterholes in deep forests. On payment of certain fees, the members of the public are
allowed to participate in this event. It's a different, adventurous experience to spend the night in the
never before seen dark environmentin the deep forests totally awake for the full time —listening to the
never before heard voices and sound of wild animals and birds watching them silently from the tree
top — with a company of just one but knowledgeable tribal forest labourer. If you are lucky, you may
have the opportunity to see the King of the Jungle, the Majestic Tiger. But the chances of seeing the

. sial, barking deer, the sambar, sloth bear, the mighty Gava and various species of birds are more.

Two years ago | participated in one such event in Tarubanda block and enjoyed the dangerous
thrills in it as the machan allotted to me was very small and old with barely a space to just sit on it, that
too uncomfortably on the decayed, uneven base- leaving no option but to remain awake the whole
night. The location of this machan was about 22 km away from Tarubanda in deep forest. However,
despite my many trekking excursions in Melghat | am yet to see the living and moving tiger, here. |
have come across many signs of his existence — his foot prints, excreta and other symptoms. Now-a-
days, they are providing the Machan Anubhav on a regular basis at a few tourist complexes in Melghat.
You are expected to take many precautions and follow the conditions laid down to protect yourself
and also the environment.

The Forest Department, especially the Melghat Tiger Reserve Project wing is having the Tourist
complexes at Shahnoor, Semadoh etc. with facilities for Stay, Canteen, Recreation, Adventure Games,
. Day and Night Jungle Safaris etc. In collaboration with NGOs they organize trekking camps, training
camps for the nature and wildlife enthusiasts. Now-a-days they have started online reservations in the
British Eraguest houses at remote places like Dhakna, Rangubeli, Chourakund etc.

The Rest House at Kolkhas is located on the high bank of a river and provides a beautiful sight. | ©
have just visited the spot but not stayed there. But at Semadoh Sankul, | had the opportunity to stay
for 3 days during the “Story Writing Work-Shop” organized by Marathi Language Department of Sant
Gadge Baba Amravati University. We enjoyed our stay there near the flowing river and also
participated in the Jungle Safari in Gypsies. | have also visited the Jawaharkund Waterfall near
Semadoh in one of my travels in Melghat.

It is recently reported that someone has discovered 5 to 7 new waterfalls near Dharni. | have

| not yet gone there but hope that someone organizes a tour of that place.

In one my of other visits to Semadoh | experienced what the fury of nature means. It was
raining heavily. The thunder and lightening started. We got down from our cars and took shelterina tin
shed canteen on road. Suddenly lightening struck at a distance of 10 to 15 feet from where we were
standing. Our cars were parked there. For the first time in my life, | heard, witnessed and felt the
heavy electric charge, so near. For a few seconds | felt that at least one or two cars must have suffered
damages. Luckily everything was safe.

| have personally stayed at the Rangubeli Guest House during my participation in the YHAI
trek. Then, | also had the opportunity to meet renowned social worker couple Dr. Ravindra Kolhe and
Dr. Smita Kolhe at Bairagad. At that time | was attending a National Trekking Camp of YHAI at Kolupur
near Dharni. | returned from that camp earlier than the schedule due my other assignments.
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Two years ago, | attended a two day camp at Shahnoor, with my family - which included a
morning trek in the Tiger Project area, a long safari to Bori which lasted many hours and we could enjoy
the benefits of both the day and night safari, a visit to Historic Narnala Fort, other adventure games
etc. It was successfully organized by the forest department and NGO run by Ajinkya Sanap and Rohit
Pundkar.

The same team organized last year a heavy two day 42 km trek in the Tiger Project. Luckily I
could attend it. It covered Shahnoor — Amona —Paldhari — Dhargad — Shadalbuwa Donger —
Gullerghat Camp(We stayed there at night)- Narnala Fort — Shahnoor. On the first day, we had lost
our way as even the local guide could not find the pathways as the tall grass had grown over it. Since
nobody is allowed inside this zone, the old pathways are gradually disappearing. Mr. Sunil Wakode,
RFO had become anxious and sent out his team to search for us. Somehow, we traced back the desired
route in the dark through the meadows where the grass was taller than us. Many of us were
experienced trekkers and had strong torches with them for light.

Next morning, before starting the further trek, the trekkers from Mumbai went out early,
carrying heavy cameras on their shoulders, in the nearby meadows in search of Forest Owlet. Mr.

~ Sunil Wakode, RFO used some trick to call the bird and the Mumbaikars were extremely happy to see

the creature. Then the regular trek started. We entered the Narnala Fort by climbing up more than 500
meters height on a steep slope through a rear gate of the fort. At some points on the heights, the route
was very narrow, difficult and risky. Rohit Pundkar and others took positions to protect me from falling
down and also pushed me up to reach the gate. Everyone was considerate for my age and was
supportive. The moment | reached the entry gate of the fort after completing the strenuous and
difficult route, almost all of the participants who had reached there much earlier; clapped in
appreciation for my efforts and success.

Some of the participants who were new trekkers had found it too difficult to walk continuously
in forest — ascending and descending the slopes, decided that enough was enough. They managed to
call their cars on Narnala fort and vanished from there along with their friends. Hardy 8 to 9
participants were left with Rohitin the last leg of the trek from Narnala to Shahnoor.

Among other treks | have undertaken so far in Melghat, | can mention—

1. Gawilgad Fort Trek (About 12 Km — Difficulty level:Moderate to Heavy) which | undertook
twice — first with Dr. Jayant Wadatkar (WECS) and second time with Mr. Gaurav Kadu. In fact | have
visited Chikhaldara, the famous hill station of Vidarbha where this fort is situated, several times since
my childhood. | had also seen the fort many times before this—but not through the eyes of a trekker or
a History researcher like Dr. Jayant Wadatkar. By the way, you can also visit Bhim Kund, Panchabol
Dari, Devi Point, Hariken Point, Vairat, the Forest Museum, Yoga Centre etc. at Chikhaldara.
Chikhaldara Darshan buses are also available. Many private hotels are also there.

2. Ghatang to Kokru Trek (about 11 Km ascending, Difficulty Level:Moderate), Myself and Prof.
Umesh Kale had independently organized this trek by making local enquires. The villagers did not

: accompany us even after we promised to pay them the guide charges. It was later learnt that there

was arisk of meeting the sloth bear along the tract and it was foolish of us to enter this area of forest on
our own with only 2 persons. Fortunately, the YHAI people who had organized the trek on the same
route on that day but could not accommodate us met us in the later portion of the trek as some of
them were stranded en-route as one of their lady participants suffered pain in the muscles and was
unable to walk further. Among other efforts to make her walk, one from the organizers sensed that
she must be suffering from sodium level depletion. Fortunately | was carrying salt with me. She was
given some salty water and like a miracle she was revived within minutes. The first aid was successful. |
doubt whether this remedy would have worked with a blood pressure patient whom the doctors
advice to avoid excessive salt. Anyway, proper diagnosis of the problem is the key to solving it. Those
who face the ground situations, learn to understand and master them quickly.

———




Musondi to Semadoh Trek (around 10 km descending, Difficulty Level:Moderate) with YHAL.
Frankly | found this trek more strenuous and tiresome as a different set of leg muscles is stressed while
coming down the slopes. After googling my queries | found that the level difference was about 550
meters. That means we came down a height of about 175 floors of a building. Not an easy task. Adv.
Atul Bharadwaj, President of Amravati Unit of YHAI taught us some tricks to lessen the strain on legs.
We also used the hiking poles to take support.

Those who are interested in trekking in Melghat region, may search the web for information.
There are many more trekking routes available. For stay you can book the Forest and M.T.D.C. resorts
online including the heritage British Era Guest Houses. Hired Gypsies and other vehicles are available.
Forest department website provides every possible information of interest. They have also produced
a nice Coffee Table Book — “MAGICAL MELGHAT, A Montage of Landscapes, Jungles and People” worth
reading. You can also see my Facebook Albums and posts for more information.

Till today, despite my several visits to the deep forests in Melghat and elsewhere in India, | have
to confess that | can not confidently name any bird, tree or animal in the forest. But at least my
trekking excursions have made me aware of their existence around me and in my life. I can not explain
in words what this realisation has done to me and how it has changed my life for the better. Feeling of
being one with nature - Thatis enough forme atthe age of 57. 1 should have started earlier.

Satej M. Keche
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Wildlife, Culture, Tribes & Nature Ecstasy |®

What if all these exist at a same place? Yes, they do! Melghat, located in our
Hometown, Amravati, Maharashtra, which is a Tiger reserve Wildlife sanctuary.

Melghat tiger reserve has been an evergreen thrill for the past 52 years. It is one of the
nine Tiger Reserves to be declared firstin 1973-74 under the Project Tiger.

These South western Satpura ranges shelters numerous wild species including
Bengal Tiger Sloth bear, Indian Jackal Barking Deers, Nilgai, Rhesus Monkey, Flying
Squirrel, Porcupine, etc.

Melghat is inhabited by Tribes such as Korku, Gond, Nihal, Balai, Gaolon, Gawali,

" Halbi, Wanjari, etc.

Melghat means 'Meeting of the ghats'...

To be precise itis a steep tract of unending hills and ravines...

Melghat is a gem for the Amravatians being a Tourist place for the Spectators of Tiger

. and to enjoy nature in it's natural beauty... Melghat has been a Tourist attraction and A Chai at
Chikhaldara followed by a walk In the Botanical Garden, A Horse Ride, Travelling from One
Point to the other - Bhimkund, Devi point, Panchbol, Sunset Point, forts such as Gawilgarh and
Narnala, Enjoying by the River at Semadoh are some of the basic things for the tourists.

Although Melghat Tiger Reserve is an Ideal Heavenly Destination and offers an
Evergreen opportunity for the Amateur Nature Photographers,trekkers and Wildlife Buffs.

Being An Amravatian, | had begun Exploring Melghat at the age of 7 via trekking
alongside Group of explorers and wildlife enthusiasts...

Since then, | found myself related much more to the Wilderness of the Melghat...
Melghat invoke my inquisitive mindset by it's cultures, tribes and Wild species.

Melghat has a good population of critically endangered species like Forest Owlet.

Anyone who experiences the marching amidst the Jungle, hiking higher in the hilly
areas of Melghat could have a Best form of Adventure even as a beginner.

Melghat tiger reserve has given me more Wildlife Experiences and helped me bond
with nature more closely.

. As for the students, Melghat tiger reserve gives the opportunity to study the Wild
botanical and zoological species, of course with no harm through it's diversity. '

NGOs like WECS and Career oriented courses like Wildlife Photography and
Ecotourism which originate in Amravati, Maharashtra encourage ecotourism among the
youth to spread awareness about the Wildlife. These NGOs also conduct various cleanliness
drives on the forts of Melghat Tiger Reserve.

Career oriented courses help students to Experience River crossing and Rappelling in
Melghat safely even for a Beginner. Coordinators of such Courses help people to inculcate

- environmental literacy and Ecotourism in their Minds while in Melghat.

Trekking companies carried out At Melghat also develop a sense of freedom and
enjoyment for the People and help nature enthusiasts to explore jungles and Rivers in buffer

- zone areas of Melghat.

Spotting the Pugmarks and Scathes of Tigers and sloth bears, scratches of Leopards
on the bark of trees to mark their territory, Hooves of the Sambars, Bird Calls for birding,
Porcupine Quills, Molted Snake skin, Chrysalis Of Butterflies are the Little perks of Travelling
amidst the jungle of Melghat | Love.

Rakshita Ukesh
Amravati
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Flattened Ii_auﬁé of the Forest

One of the major factors affecting faunal survival is our road network. Road kills are
documented widely and affect all taxonomic groups, especially in protected areas. Animals don't
recognize a road as a hazard. Often, the road might have cut through a continuous patch of forest,
and animals will have to cross these man-made roads in search of food, mates and other
resources, like water.

| The vast majority of wild animals / species (99%) dying on roads are never recorded. Large
charismatic mammal deaths such as tigers and elephants dying are recorded but thousands of
rare, endangered species of birds, amphibians, small mammals and reptile mortalities go
unrecorded.

Roads and Railway lines have claimed the lives of at least 16 tigers across India over the
last few years. Over 150 wild elephants have died while crossing railway tracks across the country
in the last 8-10 years. There is scant data available about other equally rare, endangered and
threatened species of amphibians, birds (owls, nightjars, horned larks) and reptiles (king cobra,
python) which die in thousands. Mortalities of other endangered species of mammals such as

. leopard, sloth bears, wild dogs, wolves, jackals, hyena, Indian fox, honey badgers, otters, langur
monkeys as well as herbivores such as Indian gaur, spotted deer, barking deer, nilgai and sambar
go unrecorded.

Melghat, although doesn't have a very busy network of road, but there can be some hot-
spots where road-kKills are often filed. Semadoh-Dharni (Khandwa) Highway is one of the busiest
routes in Melgaht, here even after a strict vigil by the Department there are cases of road-kills
recorded.

Threats on our Wildlife and how it leads to Road-Kills of Animals.
. Firstand the foremost reason for Road-kills are, Habitat Degradation and Fragmentation.
. Habitat loss.
. ForestFires.
. Poaching. Etc.

Infrastructural projects such as Roads, Railways are the most dominated structures on the
. planet and are present almost everywhere. With constant rise in the population and vast economic
growth, the exigency of more lattice of roadways in the country is rising.

N

- Mitigation Measures

These intensifying impacts of the infrastructural boom, should be treated with various
Mitigation measures. The concerned Forest Departments are constantly trying to limit the Road-
kills, but such mitigation approach needs vast inputs. Role Local NGO's, Involvement of villages
(villagers) residing in Forest, Citizen Science Project, Data collection and systematic handling of
data. However, there should be an approach followed by the Tourists and passer-by traffic, is to
Tag along with the Speed Limitations prescribed by the Department. Programs for Public
Awareness would majorly support the cause to lessen the number of Road-kills in Forest.

, ‘Roadkills” app which is an initiative by WCT, similarly WIT has an application too, which
" allows commoners to record roadkills on National Highways. This is a citizen science initiative,
- which democratizes roadkill data for further mitigation measures. Hence, Public involvement in
‘ such projects heightens the conservation methods. Such initiatives would lead to systematic
documentation and will make common public known to wildlife and its concerns.

(Prathamesh Dilip Tiwari)
Wildlife Biologist
Melghat Tiger Reserve




Why Magical Melghat...??7?
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ABUTT SIS AYAT IS JeBOY astee.

HYAT (3T SARY ATAEH) AT TSR ATOTHTEAT RN Fagiis R =i

AR % A ATET (T a=1); fhar erirelier aar sireean seyforeren Tefiess gy wfawe

fea @@l (e 2). a1 A YFRI WRfiAed e dvaedr fFT wEYeT A4l

- AT 1o 37eft FaToY AT, ATET IUTT FEUTS WIUITAT HIA! Sgaor, dise euraaTe site,
31TOr/fFaT Tt TTOMHE GRS FIforere Soarere 8oy,

AT ATTAT AGHIE SHTATHEN I FTe! Hed & AYAT AGR AGT0MT FF AhdTd.

Botanical Name - Gymnema sylvestre
Gulmar (AR )
Family- Asclepidiaceae

TSAR & T Idafes vt qeeTd e AreAr g 3UET AYAT STARE
AISATIATOT FelT ST, A1 3weft Faeach g 79 e 3w, S IR 90 G IJ7/am T
JTIOT AW WTel /AT HYOMH T o alel JH Tl S JA9Td ATl ‘

2) Botanical Name- Pterocarpus marsupium
Bijasag (dfi<ImaTaT)

Family- Fabaceae




__ —— = — = — = :
ST & U A el gaed e AT @ETAT WA 3UANT AYAT

IYYRIET  FdT ATdl. AT IAEIreAT @IS Tl 8 TOTAT 31T F AT Tl =T FHIET Hed
e tFardie r@Eay fAaaor FvAd Acd gid.

3) Botanical Name- Syzygium cumini

Jambhul (SIT3{a )

Family - Myrtaceae

© STTSTGTE dt o WTeT €1 FYAT AT HTSIRTER e ST IHTE.
FHBTHEY egaea ST THIOA FHCATHD ATeAT ATATHS T Y T AT g1,

dleg@l, T, Tetr ST AT 3T FAFRIER SIS TG AT, S3es ¢ Grah, e
AT o Teelel ool TIUATH AGA 1.

© IHATH HRAGTHATATGTS WA TAH R Al AGITUITHTY.

Bharat S. Chavhan
(Grassland Expert)
M.T.R.




PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES
AMONG TRIBAL COMMUNITY IN
MELGHAT LANDSCAPE

Introduction

Wildlife Research and Conservation Society is
implementing a project for promoting sustainable
lifestyles for tribal community in Melghat Tiger Reserve in collaboration with
Maharashtra Forest Department. The aim of this project is to reduce pressures on the
habitat, so that Melghat can support a thriving population of the tiger and its prey
species. At present WRCS is implementing this project in 10 villages in the tiger reserve
and 5villagesin the territorial forest divisions.

' Reducing Firewood Dependency

Use of firewood for cooking is one of the major causes of tree cutting and
degradation of the forest. In order to reduce firewood consumption a simple yet
efficient improved cook stove (ICS) was designed. Initially a mud casting model of the
cook stove was implemented. Later, considering the requirements of the people a
cement model of cook stove was implemented. Totally 1850 ICS have been installed in
15 project villages. The ICS are very helpful for reducing the firewood consumption and
reducing tree cutting.

Environmental Education Programme in Tribal Schools
The children of today are the citizens of tomorrow. If children develop sensitivity:
towards environment and wildlife during their student years they will become
' responsible citizens who will support wildlife and forest conservation. An
environmental education programme named Nisarga Shala Melghat was implemented
in 23 ashram schools of Melghat. From each school 40 students of standard 7th, 8th and |
9th wereincluded in the programme.

The education officer visited each school and delivered the following modules in
each class. In all the modules, the information was presented through photographs,
video clips and graphics to make the session interesting and interactive. Students were
taught about biodiversity of Melghat including birds, mammals, plants, snakes and

- reptiles and amphibians. The students and teachers were very interested to learn about |
snakes. Nature walks were conducted for giving the students firsthand knowledge -
about nature. The results are encouraging and it shows an improvement in biodiversity _' i
knowledge of the students. ¥

.

Livelihood Training
. WRCS is carrying out a livelihood initiative with young men and women in the
project villages. Women are trained in making handicrafts on the theme of tiger & owls.
" The handicrafts include key chains, car hangings, tote bags, sling bags, wallet pouches,
. wallet applique, earrings, bracelets, necklace, wind chimes and wall hangings etc. The

handicrafts are sold by WRCS and women are paid for their work. This initiative has
\
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created an alternative livelihood source for these women and is providing income to
them. The households involved in this initiative are becoming our conservation
partners. A painting training was conducted for youths in October 2018. Youths were
trained in making painted colourful products on bamboo sheets such as coasters, wall
hangings, bookmarks, keychains etc. The activity is being monitored by the village
extension workers. So far 38 beneficiaries are trained in handicraft and painting.

| Bamboo craft trainings were conducted at Chaurakund with help of expert
trainers. So far 21 youths are trained in bamboo craft from 6 villages. They were given
bamboo tool kits and provided good equipment for making bamboo items. They
received orders to make bamboo products such as pen stands and planters. A bamboo
craft centre has been set up at Chaurakund for making bamboo products. At present
they are making bamboo sheets, coasters and pen stands.

Tree Plantation
A tree plantation programme was carried out in 6 villages of Melghat Tiger
Reserve in July, 2019 as part of the project for conservation of forests in Melghat. Totally
2232 useful plants were distributed in these project villages. Native trees and fruit trees
were planted such as Bamboo, Mango, Jackfruit, Teak, Curry tree, Custard apple,
Jamun, Drum stick, Tamarind and Guava. Plantation was carried out on the farm land
" belonging to local people. In 2020, with support of MTR authorities, it is proposed to
. carryouttree plantationonalargerscalein Melghat villages

Bori Bagicha Programme
This isa model of kitchen garden wherein vegetable plants are planted in a gunny
- bags. The programme was implemented in Chaurakund village with guidance of
Wildlife Trust of India (WTI). Kitchen gardens helps to improve nutritional levels in the -
- village community. Farmers can grow different type of cucurbit crops like doodhi,
karela, dodka, bhopla, kakdi etc. with little investment and effort and fulfill nutritional
" needs of the family. This year 79 beneficiaries participated in Bori Bagicha programme.

Conclusion

WRCS will continue to implement and strengthen the sustainability and
livelihood programme, thereby reducing pressure on forest and improving habitat for
the tiger and prey species. WRCS is grateful for support by officers and staff of Melghat
Tiger Reserve, Territorial Forest Divisions and Project Officer Dharni in implementation

3 - ofthe programme. _
Shubham Singh Badratiye
WRCS

Various Activites conducted by WRCS
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Al Tariff Chart —

(Check-In 12 Noon) & (Check-Out 11 am) ilghat it _

Location Room Category No. of No. of Beds & Room Tariff Extra Extra Guests
(All Non A/C) Rooms  Persons Allowed (InRs.) Guests  (InRs.)
Chikhaldara Suites 03 02 1,500.00 - -
A Type Cottage 04 03 2,000.00 1 350.00
Circular Cottage 06 02 1,500.00 -
Tents 06 02 700.00 -
Group Accommodation 16 Beds 350.00
(Dormitory) (Per Dormitory) (Per Bed)
Upper VIP Suites 02 02 1,500.00
Lower Cottages 07 02 1,200.00
Dormitory 1 01 08 Beds (Per Dormitory) 300.00 (Per Bed)
Dormitory 2 01 06 Beds (Per Dormitory) 300.00 (Per Bed)
Cottages 04 02 1,500.00
Harisal Tents 08 04 800.00
Ethnic Bamboo Hut 01 02 2,000.00
Cottages 02 02 1,200.00
Eco Huts 07 02 1,200.00
Eco Tents 06 02 1,200.00
Dormitory 02 14 Beds (Per Dormitory) 300.00 (Per Bed)
VIP Suites 04 02 1,200.00
Katepurna  Delux Huts 01 02 1,000.00
Eco Huts 02 02 500.00
Dnyanganga VIP Suites 04 02 1,200.00
Lonar VIP Suites 02 02 1,500.00

British Treasured Rest Houses in Melghat Tiger Reserve
Dhakna Suites 02 02 1,500.00
Tarubanda  Suites 02 02 1,500.00
Rangubeli  Suites 02 02 1,500.00
Chaurakund Suites 02 02 1,500.00
Raipur Suites 02 02 1,500.00
Hatru Suites 02 02 1,500.00

Contacts for Home-Stay in Melghat Tiger Reserve
Harisal Ashok Aathawale (8055833898)
Chikhaldara Sahebrao Yeole (9764019099)
Semadoh Bhola Mawaskar (9272883258 / 8805909738)
Makhala Sonak Lal (7057306255)

Kolkas

Shahanur

Office of APCCF & FD, For details contact:

Melghat Tiger Reserve, Mr. Swapnil on +91-8956563016
Near to Govt. Girls High School, Camp, Amravati - 444 601 For online accommodation booking
Phone No.: 0721-2662792 www.magicalmelghat.com
e-mail: projecttigermelghat@gmail.com e-mail: magicalmelghat@gmail.com




Gate Name

Nearest Location
to book for
accommodation

Max. Vehicle
allowed per day

Morning | Evening

Entry Fees
Per Vehicle
(InRs.)

Private open Gypsy
Rent (optional)
(In Rs.)

Chikhaldara / Vairat

Chikhaldara

20 20

400/-

Semadoh

Semadoh

20 20

400/-

Narnala / Dhargadh

Shahanur

30 30

400/-

Wan

Shahanur

22 21

400/-

Ambabarwa

Wasali

22 21

400/-

Harisal

Harisal

20 20

30/- (Per Adult)+
15/- (Under 12 yrs)+
100/- (Vehicle Entry)

Katepurna
(Akola Dist.)

30/- (Per Adult)+
15/- (Under 12 yrs)+
100/- (Vehicle Entry)

Dnyanganga
(Buldhana Dist.)

30/- (Per Adult)+
15/- (Under 12 yrs)+
100/- (Vehicle Entry)

Jamoda Padaw

Harisal /
Chaurakund

30/- (Per Adult)+

15/- (Under 12 yrs)+
100/- (Vehicle Entry)

Note:
Gypsies are
provided by
private party
and bookings
are done on

first come first
serve basis.
The rent of
Gypsy varies
from Rs. 1,500/-
to 3,000/- and to
be paid in cash
at the spot.

TIMINGS

Period Morning

Evening

Entry | Exit

Entry Exit

6:00™"

1" October To 31* October

10:00™"

14:30™" | 18:30™

1" November To 28/29" February | 6:30°"

10:30°"

14:00™ | 18:00"

1* March To 30" June 6:00""

10:00™"

18:30™

Elephant Activities : At Kolkas

Elephant Safari

Elephant Bathing
Elephant Feeding

Adventure Activities: At Shahanur

Adventure Park
Kayaking
Ticket

: Rs. 800/- per safari for maximum of 4 pax for half an hour.
Timing: 09.00 am to 12.00 noon & 04.00 pm to 06.00 pm.

. Ticket: Rs. 25/- per person Timing: 01.00 pm to 02.00 pm

. Ticket: Rs. 25/- per person Timing: 06.00 pm to 07.00 pm

. per activity Rs. 50/- per person.
: At Harisal
. per person Rs. 50/- for half an hour

Activities:

Booking for

on the spot.

ElgL% Near to Govt. Girls High School, Camp, Amravati - 444 601

Office of APCCF & FD,
Melghat Tiger Reserve,

Phone No.: 0721-2662792
e-mail: projecttigermelghat@gmail.com

For details contact:

Mr. Swapnil on +91-8956563016 2

For online accommodation & Safari booking *s$
www.magicalmelghat.com

e-mail: magicalmelghat@gmail.com
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Office of __
Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forest & Fleld '
Melghat Tiger Reserve, Amravati.

Oriental Sc!)ps Oowl

Grey Morph Rufous Morph

_0 N
You are invited to explore the all new accommodation and restaurants*a 'h'

Website: www.magicalmelghat.com
Please feel free to coordinate with Mr. Swapnil, E-mail: magicalmelghat@gmail.com
or Call'him on +91-895653016. He will help you plan your programme.

Yoy 7ed ufdeg wee foramr Swerd duadls femeamon ame.
T@uTe SATH Hatls USSR UTCd ZIOI=aT UIedT, TS JftfeRmTeT $&u 80 St 3idsid 50% HTIDT AGGAH TS 3R,

foraret watTaT Aqd B SIYT AU HGA B I IS ¢ fieal. ufdssred 9% WTd ADUTE ATH USeq Hfware a1 A1
Jifery &5 ., srrradt (war.) @ omEd 3. @ ®. 91510002574231, IFS Code: UTIB000265

f/

Semadoh, Narnala, Harisal & Kolkas. Melghat team will ensure you will have a great time®




