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Tiger My Best Friend

Aeroplanes do not land there. It is beyond
the reach of Railways. Still it attracts large number of
people, young and old. It is
MELGHAT and the TIGER CALLING
to say HELLO. This is the greatest
attraction of Melghat forest. It is a
call from the Hills of Melghat which
one cannot resist.

| have been visiting
Melghat Forest and hills
intermittently over the last 40
years. The silent hills of Satpura
Mountain ranges with the Tiger
Reserve areais spread over 3600 sq
km encompassing the Gugamal National Park,
Melghat Wildlife Sanctuary and neighbouring rich
deciduous Reserve Forests.

Square miles keep calling me and others time
and again. The attraction is the beauty of Nature and
the wild life therein, mainly the TIGER. With the
present efforts of the Government and Forest
Department on conservation of Tiger in the region, a
day is not far away when this specie will grow in large
number and roam freely inits abode.

Mother Nature

I climb a hill and sit silently and watch at the
glory of mountains and nature. My senses become
numb and sense of peace engulfs me. Birds hover
high in the sky, carefree glide up and down. | hear
crickets chirping incessantly and | try to spot them
with my eyes. | fail. | feel how poorand weak lam as a
human before the glory of nature. | sense the hills all
around me are watching me. Plants and trees are
laughing and dance as the wind blows, carefree in
their sense of giving, giving all they have. Leavesdry
and fall, life regenerates and new leaves show up.
Fruits appear. Giving continues. | see Mother Nature
laughing. My identity is dissolved in the vastness and
wonder of Nature. A find myself engulfed with a
sense of peace. To attain this, you have to walk again
and again, as said by the great naturalist Henry David

~ Thoreau.

Tiger My Friend
Sighting of tiger in and around Narnala Fort
and the surrounding jungle is becoming a normal

being that is us, to meet the king of forest and say
hello!

Spotting the pug marks of wild cats and their siblings
is a common factor we come across when we are

roaming the precincts of Narnala Fort. On my recent
trek to Narnala Fort, the guide Sanju pointed out the
pug marks of siblings of wild cats near Chandan
Khora point. They seems to be more than one, and
are roaming freely during the night, he pointed out.
We were late by many hours and missed sighting
them. | asked Sanju if he can take the appointment
with the cubs to meet them and make friends. He
laughed heartily at the idea. In nature there are no
appointments, he said. You have to exert and if you
are lucky, you may see them. Forget meeting them,
he said. Tigers. Leopards and other wild cats roam
around freely and many a times we hear their roaring
sound during the night, he pointed out.
The very sighting of the pug marks gave us a feeling of
walking along with them in the forest. They may not
be of Tiger/Leopard but they are rightly called the
king of the jungle.
Sanju The Guide With Wealth Of Knowledge

Sanju is an experienced guide. He has been
trained for the work by the Forest Department, he
pointed out and expressed wealth of knowledge
about the flora and fauna of Melghat Forest treasury
while we were climbing the Fort cross country.
Nature has provided with wealth of medicinal plants
which help in healing many ailments, cuts, bites of
scorpions, preventing blood loss on application of
the leaves etc. of certain plants when you get cuts
and blood starts oozing fast. The forest is full of
plants with tremendous medicinal value and helps
pharmaceuticals in manufacturing modern




medicines. | was reminded of the good old days
when we suffered from ailment of coughs, the old
man helping our family used to bring adulsa-vasica
(Adhatoda Vasica) leaves and prepare its juice and
we were forced to drink it as medicine. It relieved us
from the coughing and related problems though we
disliked its test. The oral administration of this
medicinal herb normalizes kapha and pitta. It is
pungent, bitter and astringent in action.

Nature Opens Up Its Treasury

Roses and Tulips are the decorations of
urban gardens and households. But even they short
fall of the glory of the small but majestically standing
flowers in Melghat forest. This can be viewed only
when one is trekking the footage of the Melghat hills
up and down. It is these tiny flowers in plenty which
greet us and welcome us to the hills. Majestically
moving from side to side, they tell us Nature's glory
and reveal the mystery of life therein. The beauty of
these tiny flowers is mesmerizing.

Where Eagles Dare To Fly

Birds are seen flying over Narnala Fort
searching for the lost glory of the Fort! Their feathers
found lying near Mahakali Gate tell a different story
best known to these birds only. If one is lucky, one
may come across a python moving fast in a
serpentine way through the grass while you are
crossing the hills through the forest. The grass bends
making way to the great python passing through.
Sanju the guide reveals that it must have been 15 to
20 feet long and must have recently passed through.
We missed it land felt sorry but as told by the guide
we were fortunate for being away from the great
creature.

Colourful Butterflies hovering over the
vegetationin large number present a heart capturing
view and reveals the beauty and power of Nature.
Melghat forest offers huge treasury of flora and
fauna, the wild creatures, birds and bees. Even the
tiny ants show an architectural craftsmanship in the
construction of their abode on the ground earth. It is
an engineering marvel. Even heavy rain fall and
blowing winds do not disturb their structure and
keep them safe to live.

4 Respect For Nature: Our Top Most Priority

Only we humans have to learn from them all
and enjoy living life as they live happy and inits glory.

Of course everything is not that easy and simple for

them all. The law of Darwin, e.i. 'Struggle for
existence and survival of the fittest" applies here
also. Butthe approach and treatment is different and
not like us humans, philosophically speaking.
Nothing therein destroys for the sake of destruction.
There is no greed to amass anything. Using the
present day lexicon there seems to be no political
rivalry seen anywhere in Nature.

Appreciation of Individuals and organisations

Enthusiasts like Devendra Telkar, Honorary
Wild Life Warden, are the source of strength to the
trekkers and new comers who roam in the forest of
Melghat to absorb its beauty and feel the power of
Nature and the creatures therein. His work in
preservation of wild life, especially tiger/leopard and
other wild creatures as known to the Forest
Department and other associates call for accolades
and high appreciation. Members of Youth Hostel
Association of India Akola Branch, specially Nehru
Taraporevala, Uday Malse of Akola, to mention a few,
who regularly organise Nature Study Camps in
Melghat Forest every year and provide exposure of
Nature and Wild Life to younger generation and
many other organisations of Nature lovers need be
mentioned here with great appreciation for their
work. Work of Uday Vaze of Srusti Vaibhav
Organisation call for special mention. Uday has a
tremendous knowledge of flora and fauna, insects
and creatures and wild life in forest. There are
number of Individuals and organisations working in
this direction and the Government Departments
have strengthened their efforts. Itis a healthy sign.

It is high time we understand Nature in its
true sense if we want to survive, live a happy and
healthy life. Preservation of Nature should be our
topmost priority. This message when percolated
through the young generation will allow us and them
to live life as it should be lived by learning from
Nature and its habitats.

- Advocate Radheshyam Modi,
Alsi Plots, Akola
Mobile: 9860660300
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Love Your Work

One of the timeless secrets to a long
happy life is to love your work. The golden
thread running throuw the lives of history’s
most satisfied people is that they loved what
they did for a living. Spending your days doing
work that you find rewarding, inellectually
challenging and fun will do meore than all the
spa vacations in the world to keep your spiritis
high and your heart engaged. Thomas Edison,
a man who recorded 1093 patents in his
lifetime, ranging from the photography, the
incandescent light bulb and the microphone to
the movies, had this to say about his brilliamt
carreer at the end of his life, “ | never did a
day’s work on my life, it was all fun. When you
love you job, you discover you will neveve
have to work another day in your life. Your work
will be play and hours will sleep away as
quickly as they came.

Earlier | have feelings thatiam selected
on this post though | am not all intended to ,
how can i manage the things but Melghat days

- W
-

brought some magnificient changes in my life.
After joining here | came to know the atctual
meaning of famous saying “ Work is worship”
is that to especially | learned how to walk in the
forest and how to read the forest. Senior
officer’s guidence as catalyst for affection
towords work.

Now | can say forest service is the best '
service for me, because it taught me how to
serve others and get mental satisfaction out of
it and all this service provides me the
opportunity to serve the almightyy too.

The master in art of living makes little
distinciton between his work and his play. his
labour and his leisure, his mind and his boddy,
his information and his recreation, his life and
his religion. He hardly knows which is which.
He simply purses his vision of excellence he
does.”

- Kamlesh Patil
Range Forest Officer
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Do you want to adopt one of our Elephants?

You can!!! for just Rs. 65,000/- for three months!!!
Contact us on - magicalmelghat@gmail.com
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L I Office of Chief Conservator of Forests & Field Director
Melghat Tiger Reserve @ Amravati. Melghat Tiger

Conservation Foundation

You are invited to explore the all new accommodation and restaurants at Semadoh, Narnala, Harisal and
Kolkas. My team will ensure you will have a great time.

Website: - www.magicalmelghat.com

Please feel free to coordinate with Mr. Swapnil, E-mail : malcalmelhatmail.com or
call him on +91- 8956563016. He will help :
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