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Tree will Talk to You !
TALKING TREE APP

Step 1: Download the Google app Talking Tree.

Step 2: Select the language options English / Marathi / Hindi.
Step 3: Scan QR-Code or select Tree number.

Step 4: The Tree will start Talking with you.

[
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Magical Melghat
MOBILE APP

First time in the history of Melghat, the android
app for Melghat Tiger Reserve is now made

: GET ITON
Google Play
available on Google play store & iOS store.

‘ Download on the
Download it for reservations of safari, _ _ App Store
accommodation, night safari, full day safari, - Bookings are also available on

machaan stay & many more activities. www.magicalmelghat.com
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Packages @ (Per person) %

%. 300/- Zipline- 200 Mt.

7. 300/- Monkey Crawling Net Crossing Parallel Bridge Ladder Burma Bridge Zipline- 50 Mt.
%. 500/- Combo Offer All Activities

For details contact; +91-8956563016 For online accommodation booking: www.magicalmelghat.com
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Greetings to everyone
from Melghat. This is the first
edition of the year 2021 which
promises to be a harbinger of
better times especially from the
pandemic of Covid-19. Our
issue is also coinciding with the
47th Foundation Day of
Melghat Tiger Reserve. On 22"
February 1974 the then Prime

1 © Wild Melghat

Editorial

Minister of India Late Smt.
Indira Gandhi declared
Melghat as one of the first 9
tigerreserves of India.

Over the years Melghat
has risen over all challenges
that were presented in its path
and emerged as one of the best
protected areas for the
National Animal, the tiger and

many other endangered

M. Srinivasa Reddy /FS

Additional Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests & Field Director,

Melghat Tiger Reserve, Amravati

species. Many frontline staff

have put their lives on line of
duty to protect this pristine
patch of forest in the Central
Indian landscape. We owe the
protected status of Melghat to
such green warriors.

Melghat is a big forest area
with many villages scattered
within the forest boundaries
and on its periphery.
Conservation of forests needs
conservation of humans who
resides in these villages.
Melghat administration has
kept in mind the interests of
these inhabitants and
implemented schemes
regularly to reduce their
dependence on the forests.
Tourism has played a vital role
in achieving this goal too. Over
15 villages are directly
benefitting from tourism while
the revenue generated from

tourism is routed back to all



villages for various
conservation activities majorly
livelihood based for the locals.
In the past years Melghat has
upgraded its tourism facilities
and introduced new forms of
nature tourism activities like
kayaking and machaan stays.
Rest houses built during pre
independence era are now
available for tourists for stay. All
these facilities have ledtoarise
in revenue by almost three and
half times. Hence Melghat
administration is utilising even
more funds on local villagers.

W
SQPERPZIN
AS
7!

Tourism is playing a vital
role in acting as eyes of the
forests. Apart from the core
zone many buffer zones of
Melghat are now available for
animal safari by tourists. This
has led to more vigilance in
form of alert tourists. The
number of animals and bird
sightings have increased.
Locals are happy to welcome
the visitors which brings them
added opportunities of
bettering their living standards.
Melghat stands to benefit from
such activitiesinthe long run.

| wish all the readers a
Happy and prosperous 2021
and urge them to visit Melghat
in the coming time to enjoy the
forests and be a part of
conservation.

o

M. Srinivasa Reddy /FS

Additional Principal Chief Conservator

of Forests & Field Director,
Melghat Tiger Reserve, Amravati.
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cglar Steps for Live Pictures

App Store

STEP1
Download & Install ARLoopa Application from
Play Store or App Store

STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4
Open AR Loopa App Click on scanner Scan the image

Enjoy Content STEP S STEP 6
Pin the video to Capture Saved and shared
watch independently. 'm?g:_f‘":’eﬂ C::!ptt_url:es
optiona optiona

& /NatureShala
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® PLEASE SCAN the photo using the

Google app ARLoopa ¢

N

j to watch the video.
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Eco-Tourism Complex of Melghat Tiger Reserve

4 PLEASE SCAN the photo using the

Google app ARLoopa & to watch the video.
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Team Melghat
Melghat Tiger Reserve,
Amravati

L@NAR

WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

Lonar Wildlife Sanctuary is the Second Ramsar Site of Maharashtra State of India

Wildlife Safari
is started around the LONAR
Lonar Lake periphery. Wildlife Sap;

i
Wild Melghat = &
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ENJOY THE NEWLY oPEN

BOATING

acrvity ar PALPDHAG DAM

OF PNYANGANGA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

y \ Y-.._.I
If(.}ﬂhj (=)
How to reach: Beldh Paldhag Dam (30 Kms) A\, A
K ot e all
it www.

n-Botha-Chichfata-Paldhag Dlu 30 I.Illl
For details contact: 83732 84288, 89565 830718 | For mors i

WELCOMETO

Announces the start of

WILDLIFE
SAFARI

Welcome to enjoy the
wildlife & natural world

OPENING SOON

KHANAPUR
REST HOUSE

Newest destination at Dhakna
situated near the confluence of rivers
Gadga & Dolar
in Melghat Tiger Reserve

—mmmmmmmeememeneoeo----~ How to Reach
nmrivatl-Paratwada Semalinh-l-larlsal Dhahna -Khanapur

For details contact: For online booking:
95953 99529 www.magicalmelghat.com

! Jungle Safari from

KODORI

village of Tipeshwar Wildlife Sanctuary
starting from 12th February 2021
4

Hl:H“"I 91110, sthJ 63016

wiww tipeshwarwildlifesanct sy .com WAL rrr.:mrdlmrlghat com S

-

VGLE SAFART:

s

a

New Destination on a very short distance from Shegaon.....

CHHATRAPATI SHIVAJI MAHARAJ

ECO TOURISM CENTRE, WASALI

In Ambabarwa Wildlife Sanctuary of Melghat Tiger Reserve

= Akola - Shegaon - Warwat (Bakal) - Tunki - Wasali (100 km)
= Shegaon - Warwat (Bakal) - Tunki - Wasali (40 km)

89565 63016, 97637 61216

g : www.magicalmelghat.com

s Amravati - Daryapur - Akot - Hiwarkhed - Sonala - Tunki - Wasali (150 km)

7 1
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Inauguration of Bana Camp & Home Stay at Aamzari

Il hm
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|
|
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Distribution E-Rickshwar for Tourism purpose
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Tourism for Livelihood

Melghat Skill Training Centre, Paratwada
For the better future of local youths & reduced their dependency on
Forest Melghat Tiger Reserve Opens the Skill Training Centre.

.......
......

= = WL
Computer Training Institute
« Chikhldara: Vairat Computer Institute, Gugamal Wilidlife Division - 36 Students, 6 villages
* Vastapur: Computer Institute, Melghat Wildlife Division - 35 Students, 4 villages
+ Shahanoor: Computer Institute, Akot Wildlife Division - 30 Students, 4 villages
* Harisal: Sankul Computer Institute, Gugamal Wildlife Division - 116 Students, 14 villages

1 w -—

1T

Driving Course Program
372 youths from 48 villages taken Driving Course Training

Vehicle distribution to youths of rehabilitation villagers

Division Vehicle Distribution No G
Gugamal Wildlife Division: 49
Akot Wildlife Division: 41
Sipna Wildlife Division: 03

Wild Melghat = 10
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133 New Guides Appointed
at Painganga, Dnyanganga, Tipeshwar, Katepurna, Dhakana, Chaurakund, Chikhaldara Garden
ey e ‘: T PR B o

e o

Sl

A _!;.

Stitching Machine Centre
Village Women- Kulagana: 20, Mangiya (Shirajgao): 20

Organic Farming Workshop
300 Peoples from 25 villages participated in this workshop.

Wild Melghat



New Protection Camp of Melghat Tiger Reserve
¢ IEEE | [

lex of M
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on to village of Melgh
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MH-CIT Certificate Distribution to Local
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Google app ARLoopa &
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Antipoaching Camps of Melghat Tiger Reserve

® PLEASE SCAN the photo using the

Google app ARLoopa ¢ to watch the video.

17 © Wild Melghat
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Be high - On High Point

““l'am a compulsive traveller.....
and prefer a nature's abode where
you are not one amongst the
thousands. | am curious on Life of
Wild & life of untouched nature. And |
prefer a location where | am a
welcome guest and | am bored with
the typical cut out places where there
is less of mind and more of defined
brackets.

Melghat calls me from its heart
and | do reciprocate on right time and
time to time. We did travel twice to
Melghat in successive months after
pandemic.

Believe me, its not easy to
travel from Pune to Melghat on your
own drive.... ' But Such is magnetic
Melghat that | do it once or twice a
year keeping my assignments away
during that.

October 5" opened the Corona
restrictions partially and our caged
soul which was crammed in concrete
for more than 6 months was feeling
as if someone has released you from
house arrest. Took the first
opportunity and decided
Chikhaldara...... We prefer to travel
during the day and that's safer when
you are driving with family. It takes
longer but safety on road takes

|
- Satish Ansingkar

Managing Director,
V.V. Automation, Pune

priority!!l. Taking halt at intermediate
place we started reaching
Chikhaldara. First time | travelled
Akot to Paratwada newly built road
and was absolute pleasure... A wide
road, Not much traffic on Corona
account & smooth drive with clouds
giving a smooth breeze. It relieved all
the fatigue of driving & fatigue of 6
months of house arrest. | prefer
Chikhaldara on particularly its
meadows on top and once you are
on tableland top, that aromatic air,
yellow green meadows, picturesque
small villages on the far reaching
rows of Satpuda. We spent 3 days in
Chikhaldara without any agenda...
whenever we felt to move out we did.
The crowd was sparse and the
nature was wealthy. Lush green
forest was being lightly showered
and was eye pleasing. One guide
took us to Jatra Doh Waterfall which
was quite an unknown place for us.
We just decided to stay put there for
long time with our Puppy. Such was
the beauty of the Waterfall that
Puppy refused to do away. This
waterfall is like a velvety layer of
water just rolling out velvet..... it
doesn'tfall, itjustrolls outa carpet. It

Wild Melghat = 183




was wonderful screen of water to
experience on your head creating
Yogic feel. And then on to Panchbol
Point... Unique place to drip into. A
Handful of us and few more. Afreshly
brown Coffee powder was offered
and was sold too.... One of the best
Filter coffee you would ever Know.

We walked in the night on
streets of Chikhaldara, we just
chilled out there. But left out Vairat
and Semadoh ... a new look to both.
For next visit. Was not so happy to
hear that the Wild Museum which |
had seen in 2001, exists no More...
Sosad . Aplace rich with wild life
has No Museum. We left
Chikhaldara.

Came Diwali and we decided on
to Shahnoor for our 3™ Diwali
vacation. Entire staff there knows us,
knows our car, our puppy and are
ever welcoming. This time, apart
from the known guided Gypsys, we
had planned at least one new
exploration.... Thatwas “High point”.

Eco huts in Shahnoor are now
absolute comfortable.... They offer
space, comfort and modern feel.
Better Connectivity and wifi enabled

TV would still add more fun though.

Anyway.... had the delicious
breakfast in Restaurant and started
driving towards Khatkali via
Popatkhed. Car Windows full
opened, AC shut down.... and that
Herbal Aroma. Road went winding
and started uphill. Being bang Diwali
Day, there was hardly anyone to
bother us. Nature went unfolding. A
few small villages... and after that we
were just into different world.
Surprisingly better road (narrow
though) and just the nature.
Sometimes | had to stop the car
since it gets difficult to digest nature
through eyes and still drive safely on
Ghat section. Altitude is quite high.

After driving through this
absolutely untouched high terrain
and the wild life, the little fear started
creeping in... Are we safe?.. what
happens if car breaks down? That's
a real fear if you are driving on odd
days when traffic is sparse. We
crossed one Forest office and felt its
still ok. The High point was still long
and the Panoramic huge wall of
Satpuda kept on unfolding. Many a
place there are straight falls... jittery

L

though. Few motorcyclists crossed
assuring that we are not entering the
Unending beauty.

One sharp turn on the way
towards Harisal and came High
Point. Its really High, its on the place
where you are on almost 3000 feet
and there is a Gorge in between and
there another mighty mountain after
that. A dome is constructed on High
point for the tourists to stretch legs
and park the cars. Being on High
altitude, you could listen to FM band
radio and just absorb the fresh air,
real forestand mother earth.

With so heavy heart we left the
place and came back to camp. We
purposely kept Harisal drive for next
visit, just as Vairat ... there is always
a romance in exploring new places,
new wild life....

On next morning, entire
Shahnoor Camp came to say while
we left.... The flocks of tourists were
seen coming from opposite side....
what We had enjoyed all alone...
Selfishly.

19 | Wild Melghat
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Waterfalls of Melghat Tiger Reserve

® PLEASE SCAN the photo using the

vy v

[j to watch the video.

Google app ARLoopa
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® PLEASE SCAN the photo using the

Google app ARLoopa ¥ to watch the video.
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Melghat Maglc Unfolded

VER WHEEI
8 OF PUNE

A sweater drive organised by
Jungle Belles for the forest guards,
drivers and guides of Melghat gave
us an opportunity to visit the forest in
November. My partner Hemangi and
| took 4 of our friends along and the 6
of us decided to drive down to
Melghat. The drive was long (almost
13 hours from Pune) and it was tiring.

Our first halt was at Shahnoor.

Got in to the gypsy early next
morning for our first safari and the
entire exhaustion of the previous
day's travel just vanished as we
entered the forest. That instant one
realizes why Melghat is referred to
as Magical Melghat. The magic of
the dense forest with thick green
foliage, bamboos and creepers

Team Jungle Belles
Pune

| Sa'!iéevani Group

Sanjecran) _h_' e i 4 5
— *y ——
a e

o
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enthrals you. The morning mistin the
winter season added to the drama.
The hilly terrain makes it even more
exciting and you find yourself on a
roller coaster as you are climbing
uphill one moment and going
downhill the next. Due to the terrain
and the thick foliage it is difficult to
spot a tiger here but you don't miss it
one bitas nature at it's best engulfs

w

* Aarti & Hemangi

| 22
[



you and you are lost in the tall trees
and the green coverage surrounding
you. The people (guards, guides) are
wonderfully warm and welcoming
and very knowledgeable.

Our next stop after Shahnoor
was Chikhaldhara. Another part of
Melghat Tiger Reserve that is at an
elevation of 1,188 meters. Itisahill

Wild Melghat

= T

“Iﬂl I o<\ islir=

Tty e e

station and we could feel the chill in
the air as we arrived in the evening.
We had time for only one safari here
and that one left us wanting for more.
The terrain here is very different than
Shanoor. Its a plateau and hence
thick shrubby habitat. Again very
difficult to sight a tiger due to the
shrubs and tall grass, butthe terrain

—

With Best Wik

Sangmeyan

and the valleys around are
mesmerising.

There is so much more at
Melghat that we could have seen but
time permitted only hese 2 gates on
that trip leaving us with a desire to go
back and explore the Magic some
more which | am sure we will in the
near future.




Google app ARLoopa
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to watch the video.
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0 Jayesh Shah Hyderabad

29
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The idea of travel and
adventure must have come to me as
a Boy Scout, where you are taught
about camping, knots and how to
basically “scout”, or to be the group
that goes before the main “army” in
earliertimes.

This fascination continued
even when | grew up and going to off
the track places was something that |
looked forward to and if | had the
excuse, then would definitely travel.

So, after being cooped upinthe
house due to Covid for more than 9
months, decided to travel to Wildlife
sanctuaries and Forestreservesin

ew from the top of Narnara Fort, Shahn

December with a completely open
plan. | left Hyderabad on 11"
December 2020, with the idea that |
would see what Telangana had to
offer and then proceed to
Maharashtra starting with Tadoba
and other sanctuaries from there
eventually arriving at Melghat Tiger
Reserve on my way to Baroda.

| had intended to go to Tadoba
from here, but the safaris were all
booked till 5" Jan and hence decided
instead to visit Tipeshwar, which is
part of the Melghat Tiger
Foundation.

On 16" | arrived at “Anant

|
- Jayesh Shah

Hyderabad

Ur

Heritage" a beautiful old-style Villa/
Mansion built in 1936. Shirish
Kulkarni who owns it got it renovated
and ready for the rush that they see
every weekend mostly from
Hyderabadis visiting Tipeshwar for
Tigersightings. (Rs. 4000 per couple
on weekdays including all meals &
breakfast). It was Shirish who asked
me to contact a Praful Sawarkar at
the Melghat office in Amravati and
when | spoke with him, he connected
me to a Swapnil Bangde, the man
who is in charge of bookings for
staying at the Melghat
accommodations invarious places

Wild Melghat




The Indian Gaur - the biggest “Bison” on Earth but it is actually a Cow.

®
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of Melghat. Anant Heritage ison NH |

44 itself, 7 kms away from the
Tipeshwar Wildlife Sanctuary.

So after two nights at
Tipeshwar and 3 Safaris and no
Tiger sightings, decided to go to
Amravati and see these guys and
decide what next.

Attimes a Pugmark is also exciting!

Amravati as a city was a
surprise. Good roads and a lot of
expensive cars outside the Mehfil
Inn where | spent a night before
going on to Shahnur, my first stop as
planned by Swapnil. And that is how
my love affair with Melghat began.
But | am getting ahead of my story

here.

Swapnil went out of his way,
staying late till 8.30 PM along with
Praful and got an itinerary ready for
10 days in Melghat, with the idea of
giving me a taste of Melghat and
then decide where | would like to
spend more time.

Before Shahnur, | spent two
nights at Muktagiri which is on the
way to Shahnur from Amravati and is
an historically important Jain temple
site for Digambar Jains. All in all,
there are 52 temples on various hills
there and enjoyed staying there at
the Jain Dharamshala. One has to
be a Jain to stay there. Non Jains
can visit during the day for a small
fee of Rs. 30.

Sunset on the way fo Amravati

52 Jain Temples big and small
and some ancient Idols too
From Muktagiri | proceeded to
Paratwada and then hit the SH 548C
to Akot from where | went on SH 203
to first Popatkhed and from there to
Shahnur. By arriving on Monday |
was beating the weekend rush at

1 Shahnur. Shahnur is rustic, with

Tents and Cottages as
accommodation options. | chose the
Tent and realized how cold it can get
in the night in December. Shahnur is
beautiful and the safaris are great.
Additional bonus for me was that |
could take my own 4WD and it was

| enjoyable. There is a great article

written by Satish Ansingkar

regarding Shahnur in the October

9
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2020 edition. Recommend that you
read the same.

The 3 nights | spentwent so fast
that | am still amazed. It was chilly in
December but beautiful and | saw
the elusive Forest Owlet and the
Indian Gaur, apart from Spotted
Deer, Sambar, Peacocks on the first
day itself. This was on the “Dhargad”
Safari.

On the “Narnara” Fort Safari |

saw some more of the same as well
as Rhesus monkeys. | was told later
that | missed the King on both my
forays on top of the hill near the
Protection Camp twice. But that is
what seeing His Majesty is all about.
One can only hope that you will be
givenachance to observe the King

Wild Melghat

of the Jungle, and that too only at
theirwish!

The views from the top are
phenomenal (Opening Pic) and |
would highly recommend three or
more days of stay in Shahnur. The
Canteenis run well, and you can get
good food to your taste — spicy or
otherwise.

After bidding farewell to
Shahnur “Sankul” on 23" Dec, |
arrived at the English style Lodge in
Dhakna (Rs. 2000 per night for two).
Dhakna was a treat, what with the
Guest house being a huge sprawling
place on an even huge sprawling
ground, with a river abutting it. There
is a caretaker who is also a Cook and
| retired after a sumptuous hot meal
of Chapattis, Vegetable, Varan or
Dal(Lentils) and Rice. Inthe morning
| saw a lot of Egrets and Shags
basking in the river and though I
could not take the Safari, the RFO
met me and we agreed that when |
am back again, | would take the
guide and do the safari.

| did go back about 10 days
later with my wife who had joined me
on 31" Decand we stayed at Dhakna

Thought to have disappeared for 100 years,
this Forest Owlet is now back!

Egret in Dhakna

for 5 nights and went on the Safari
after visiting Shahnur first. These
places are untouched and only a visit
will really give you an idea and the
flavor. For the Guest house it is
advised that you carry your rations
so that the caretaker can cook with
the same i.e. Rice, Dals, maybe
some Flour and some condiments.

With no Telecom signal and
with spotty WIFI only at the Forest
office, one is principally cut from all
outside interference and to those
who really want to get away from the
incessant noise of daily urban life,
Dhakna and my next stop,
Tarubanda are superb places (Rs.



T 2000 per night). Tarubanda is also !

another English style Guest house.
One can very well imagine how the
English “Bada Sahib” lived there, on
his days away from work and went
on shooting trips. These days one
can shootonly with cameras, if atall.

There is a lot of development of
internal roads happening and new
safari routes being created so both
these places are not as developed
as Shahnur. My recommendation
would be that one gives Tarubanda a
miss though, as there is no Safari on
offer there yet. But if you want peace
and quiet and solitude then
Tarubanda is great. | enjoy staying
alone and reflecting on our fleeting
life, so it met my needs quite well.
The guesthouse is perched on top of
a hill and Langurs and birds are your
neighbors. There is also a very old
Hanuman Temple there where locals
come to worship on Tuesdays and
Saturdays.

From Tarubanda, | went on
further to Amzari, which is 7 kms
away from Chikaldhara, a hill station.
Somehow Swapnil had gauged that |

would love Amzariand suggesta

A Male and Female Gaur seen on the road to Amzari
Homestay here (Rs. 1500 per night). 1

And Swapnil had gauged correctly
as the homestay was quite nice. |
stayed with Mangal and his family,
butitis notreally a homestay, itis just
a room that adds on to the options
available in Amzari. Melghat
Foundation havetheir own
accommodation which are also very
good and the canteen there is again
very good. They have a Zip Line here
and it is quite nice for those who are
interested in Zip Lining. They also
have electric bikes there and is quite
a fun place to go with your families
and children.

From Amzari you go up to
Chikaldhara where you have the
“Vairat” Safari. This is an amazing
drive in the midst of tracks laid out on
top of the various hills and gives one
a great panoramic view over valleys
and vistas. ON this safari with new
friends from Hyderabad, we saw a
Kite on a hunt. Itis amazing to see a
Black Shouldered Kite stay
stationary in the wind and then
swoop down for the hunt. Power,
grace and complete concentration

tracking a prey many hundreds of

feet down in the valley from its
vantage point.

There are a lot of birds here at
the Sankul and you can see lots of
parrots especially. On our last day,
the local “Korku™ tribe put up an
impromptu Dance show at the
request of a group of guests who
were there with their families. It was
a beautiful night and full of vigor. One
can see how a lot of these dances
may have come to us over time. One
of their dances was remarkably like
Guijarati Garba and their women too
wear their sarees in that fashion
indicating that maybe the Gujarati
style of wearing sarees must come
from the connection with the Adivasi
community in earlier times. Their

@
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traditional dance has drums beats,
Bansuri and lot of vocal singing.

After spending three nights
here, | was once again on the move
to my penultimate stop on my first trip

Y 4

stop which was Kolkas(Rs. 1500 to
Rs 2000 per night). Kolkas is really
very beautiful, and this is where Mrs.
Indira Gandhi, erstwhile PM of India
stayed long back and declared
Melghat a special Tiger reserve. On
arrival saw a lot of birds to begin with
as well as Monkeys. Here they have
an Elephant Safari and when |
walked up to Upper Kolkas saw lots
of Alexander Parrots.

to Melghat. This was Semadoh, # =

again on the banks of a river. |

arrived and was lucky to find a guide *

at the Safari window and off we went
on the safari which goes into Kolkas
via the Sipna Gate. Here too, saw
some deer and Gaur as well as a
couple of Forest Owlets in their nest.
Make sure to tell the guide of your
interests and they will pretty much try
to show you what you like most. It is
amazing how they are able to spot
animals and birds even in low light
and inshadows.

Nextday, was offto my last

Wild Melghat

| was fortunate to see the
resident Serpent Eagle sitting
majestically on its regular perch
overlooking the river.

There is a large group of these
birds which nest right on the top of
the trees in Upper Kolkas where the
VIP GuestHouse is.

Next day in the morning | chose

to go on a trek with their resident
electricianwho also is a Guide. Right

4

into the trek, we saw a spotted Deer
staring at us right in the middle of the
track. We then saw a Sambar and as
we moved into denser forest, some
signs of a Sloth Bear foot prints and
digging. | understand that bears are
far more dangerous than the Big
Cats, especially mothers with young
ones in tow.

After the Elephants finish their
safari, their Mahouts take themto the
river todrink and play in the water.



At the Guest house in Lower
Kolkas where | stayed, there were a
lot of birds and a family of Langurs
and other monkeys were always
seen inside the Guest house garden
and lawns.

From Kolkas | went back to
pick up the Missus(wife) from
Badnera Station, the closest rail
head in Amravati and then we came
back to Shahnur together after

spending some time in Amravati and
Katepurna, another sanctuary now
under Melghat Tiger Reserve. On
this trip we did Harisal and
Chaurakund in Melghat additionally
after starting with Shahnur and then
Dhakna.

Harisal is another beautiful
place and has a great Lake where
one can Kayak. They have a big herb
garden which introduces us to some

of the herbs found in that area. We

went on a safari here and were lucky
to see the Chausingha deer. There
was surely a Leopard on the prowl,
but we did not get lucky to see the
same. The excitement is palpable in
such cases. (Even on the Shahnur
safariwe saw Sambar and Langurs
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calling out but did not see the Tiger
on the move). At Harisal we chose to
stay at the Eco Hut which is a hut
made with Bamboo and though a bit
unkempt gave you an idea of how
cool and ecologically sound these
structures are. (Rs. 2000 per night).

From Harisal we went to
Chaurakund our last stop. You can
learn more about Chaurakund from
Prachi Mehta's article in the October
issue. In Chaurakund we did the
Rangubeli safari. This was the most
different and we saw a lot of birds as
well as Owls but could not simply get
them on camera. Got some beautiful
sunset shots here and at the
Rangubeli end we can go and see
the River Tapi. On the other side lies
Madhya Pradesh.

Wild Melghat

For those of you with an
interest in Astro Photography,
Chaurakund as well as the other
places are great because there is not
much light, but especially
Chaurakund. | spent some time
learning how to take long exposure
night sky pictures and must say that
was quite interesting though the
nights were really very cold. The
villagers were all up in their fields fill
about 2AM to ensure that Wild Boar
did not come into the fields and eat
their crops.

My recommendations to
those who have time — do all the
places but if you do not have time
then certainly do Shahnur, Amzari or
Chikaldhara and one English Guest
house stay at Kolkas or Dhakna. For
solitude Tarubanda is the place to
go. For me | intend to visit all these
again and again and hope someday
tomeetthe King. Butl enjoy all thatis
on offer, even the trees or for that
matter the various spider Webs built
by the variety of spiders found here.
Or just seeing leaves falling down,
one after the other, turning the forest
floorinto a carpet of leaves is by itself
a beautifuland relaxing experience.

Trust this has been an
interesting read for you as it has
been an interesting write up for me.
For the pictures | use a Nikon D 750
with a 200-500 Zoom telephoto. The
Korku Dance video was shot with the
same camera with a AFS 17-35F2.8
focal length. Couple of pictures were
taken with my Samsung Galaxy 8
(Kuntala Waterfalls& Anant Heritage
Villa).




4 PLEASE SCAN the photo using the

Google app ARLoopa &

4% to watch the video.
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Melghat Ecotourism “A Treasure Opened Up”

Melghat Tiger Reserve is
The Land of Elusive Tigers, Mystic
Forest, Heritage, one may feel
tranquillity, one may feel burst of
excitement or thrill. |am notan NGO,
| have been visiting Melghat since
1976 (I was 10 yrs old at that time). |
fell in love with Melghat when | 1*
visited it in 1976, since then | always
try to find an opportunity to visit
Melghat, even at the age of 54 yrs
with same love and feelings, | have
dedicated all my time to Melghat
aftermy Job as a Senior Executive in
a Pharma Co., during these 45 yrs |
have had many opportunities to
experience and learn Melghat some

33 = Wild Melghat

of them were 9 times tiger and many
wildlife sightings, working with
Wildlife Institute of India on Camera
Trap Tiger study, Line Transact, Scat
study, Study of Herbivores and
Carnivores Life inMelghat, Fire Line,
Staying with Korku Tirbals, during
this journey | had an opportunity to
work with the best known forest
officers of Melghat Mr. Nitin
Kakodkar, Mr. Ravindra Wankhede,
Ms. Imtienla Ao, Mr. Srinivasa
Reddy, Mr. Tongo and RFOs. | must
say knowledge of forest guards and
tribals helpedme alot.

After having such a splendid
experience and learning on Melghat

Sanjay Pimple
Melghat Tiger Reserve
Amravati

now | prefer to visit Melghat through '.

Melghat Ecotourism, | must say
Melghat Ecotourism is a great
opportunity to experience and feel
“The Land of Elusive Tigers, Mystic
Forest, Heritage, one may feel
tranquillity, one may feel burst of
excitement or thrill”. | am thankful to
all those Officers for making
Melghat Ecotourism a reality, it's a
treasure opened up with Ecotourism
facilities available in Tough and
Rustic conditions of Melghat | must
say facilities are comfortable and
basic in nature suiting the forest
atmosphere where it is located,
results of dedicated professional
approach to develop Ecotourism in
Melghat can be seen at Kaulkaj,
Semadoh, Amzhari, Shanoor,
Harisal Ecotourism Complex, One
must experience beauty and
heritage of British built Rest Houses
like Tarubnda, Dhakana, Rangubeli,
Hatru, Makhla and Raipur

Melghat Ecotourism has
opened the doors to the hidden
treasures of Mother Nature, | must
say “Melghat is a Living Being”, one
must respectits Integrity and Purity.
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British Era Rest Houses in Melghat Tiger Reserve

® PLEASE SCAN the photo using the

Google app ARLoopa

¥ to watch the video.
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Vairat Computer Education Institute, Chikhaldara

In our institute, we provide
quality education on computer skills.
[t covers the basic concepts,
terminology & a large number of
interesting & helpful applications of
information technology in everyday
life. This scheme for those students
who belong to buffer zones in
Melghat Tiger Reserve.

The Maharashtra State
Certificate in Information Technology
(MSCIT) conducts a three-month
computer literacy course this course
is provided to students and gives
them a certificate of MKCL. There is
no fee charged by the students for
this course. All activities related to
training center is in under forest
department.

Why is our training center
called Vairat Training Center?
Because Chikhaldara is famous for
its Vairat Shikhar. Vairat Shikhar is a
high peak in the Satpura range.
There is no problem in saying that
the purpose behind this is to make
the students in the training center
soar like this peak.

Vairat computer training
center comes under Melghat Tiger
Project. Melghat Tiger Project has
different divisions. Among them, the
vairat training center is located in the
gugamal wildlife division of
chikhaldara.

Expenses incurred for a
training center and MSCIT course
are all funded by the Melghat tiger
project. The remaining Capital of the
forest department is being provided
for this project.

Chikhaldara is known as the
paradise of Vidarbha and tourists
flock here to visit this paradise. As
tourists come here, tourism is
increasing day by day. You will find
new activities at Chikhaldara. The
money that comes to the Forest
Department from this tourismis

|

* Kalyani Vinod Lande
MSCIT Trainer,
Chikhaldara

provided to the computer training
center.

Vairat training center is
situated in a hilly terrain & scenic
place at rest house of the forest
department, chikhaldara in between
Satpura mountain range.
Chikhaldara is located in Amravati
District, Maharashtra.

There is no computer
training center is available in any of
the villages around chikhaldara.
Students had to travel 30 to 40
kilometers to learn computers
course but not anymore these
students are being given free MSCIT
training at vairat training center
chikhaldara.

Wild Melghat




The inhabitants are mainly

tribal,largely of the korku tribe (80%)
& other like Gond,Balai,Gawali etc.
The students here did not have
computer knowledge due to lack of
facilities. But now with the training,
the same students can handle
computers easily.Tribal students
here rarely participate in this type of
activity. Yet the efforts of the Forest
Department here inspired those
students to take this course. And |
met their parents and encouraged
them about how important it is to
learn computers.

The students are given skills
such as Microsoft Office Word,
Excel, PowerPoint for making
presentations, Internet accessing,
e-learning, e-commerce, online form
filing etc., which are required in daily
life. At the same time, students are
being trained to increase their typing
speed so that if they need a job in a
big city, they can work there faster.

Along with computer
training, the student is instructed to
be humble and loving in his dealings
with others in his daily life and also to
be taught the lessons of humanity.

Melghat is anincredible part

of nature, you know, but the task of |

preserving and preserving this
nature is the responsibility of the new
generation. Due to this initiative, the
students as well as the tourists
present there realized the need for
this nature and felt that they should
contribute to the preservation of this
nature.

Today Computer literacy is
an essential educational
requirement for any student.
Computer and the internet have
transformed our lives and opened up
avenues in knowledge information
work employment, business,

entertainment & communication. |
Information technology literacy has
become essential for survival &
growth in the knowledge society and
advancement in the career path.
That is why we have set up this
project for students in this remote
area. They can't pay computer
course fees & it is not possible for
students to cover such a distance to
do a computer course considering
these matters, the project was
started by Melghat Tiger Project to
give them a free quality education &
alsowith authorized certification.
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Butterflies of Melghat Tiger Reserve

® PLEASE SCAN the photo using the

Google app ARLoopa ¥ to watch the video.
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Empowering local youth in buffer villages of
Melghat Tiger Reserve with Skills in Computer Training

Melghat Tiger Reserve was
notified on 22/02/1974. MTR is

amongst the first nine tiger reserves
of India created under the Project
Tiger Mission.

Melghat Tiger Reserve is one of
the largest tiger reserves of India,
which is geographically spread over
the 2768 sq.km lying in four wildlife
divisions. The critical tiger habitat /
core area of tiger reserve is 1500.50
sq.km and buffer zone is 1268.3
sq.km.

According to the report by
NTCA, in 2018 more than 50 tigers
are present in MTR. The increase in
tiger number is due to the hard work
to undertake various conservation
activities such as protection,
livelihood management, research,

awareness and most importantly,
voluntary resettlement of villages
from core area.

Providing sustainable
livelihood to local communities is an
important for conservation forest and
wildlife. These tribal communities
living near forest areas are directly or
indirectly depend on the forest and
forest products. For livelihood, many
are also dependent upon MREGS
work and other works from the forest
department. Providing skilled
education is a challenge in Melghat.
Infra structural limitations and
remoteness of villages added with
poverty lead to higher rate of
dropouts after completing schooling.
This leads to unemployment to
locals which is the greatest bane of
these forests. Unemployment
among community affects the forest
ecosystem through various
anthropogenic activities.

To overcome these challenges
and reduce their dependency on
forest and to involve them in
protection & conservation of forest
wildlife, the Melghat Tiger
Conservation Foundation runs

Prafulla Sawarkar
Livelihood Expert,
MTR, Amravati.

various skill development and job
oriented programme, to the youth
and imparting skill in operating
computer by establishing the
computer training centers is one of
them.

Melghat Tiger Conservation
Foundation has established four
Computer Training Centers in places
like Harisal, Chikhaldara, Vastapur
& Shahanoor villages which impart
MH-CIT (Maharashtra State
Certificate in Information
Technology) certified courses of
Government of Maharashtra. MS-
CIT courses are very important for
government, semi government,
private jobs and jobs as data entry
operators.

Computer Training Centre

of Melghat Tiger Reserve
Sr. |Computer | Noof | Total
No.|Centre  [Student| Village
got | getting
training [benefitted
Harisal 116 14

Chilkhldara| 73 07

Vastapur 35 04

et 1o L] o

Shahanoor| 30 04

254 29

Wild Melghat
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Harisal
Computer Training Centre

It is pioneer computer training
centre of Melghat tiger reserve and it
is located in digital village of Harisal.
This centre inaugurated in
November 2019 and first batch was
started with 38 students and all
students of 1" Batch passed the MH-
CIT examination with distinction. Till
date 2" Batches are over and 3"
Batch is in progress. Total 116
students participated in computer
training centre at Harisal from 14

villages ofMeIghatTger Reserve.

[
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Chikhldara
Computer Training Centre

This is second computer
training centre established by
Melghat Tiger Conservation
Foundation.

Total 73 students participated
from 7 villages in this centre, out of it
36 students present in running
batch.

Students




Inauguration Ceremony of Vastapur Computer Training Centre :
by the hand of Shri. Nitin Kakodakar Sir Principal Chief Conservator* «
of Forest Maharashtra (Wildlife).

Vastpaur Shahanoor
Computer Training Centre Computer Training Centre
This is newly open centre by This is newly open centre by

Melghat Tiger Conservation | Melghat Tiger Conservation
Foundation at Vastapur village at | Foundation at Shahanoor village at
Jamali range in Melghat Wildlife | Narnala Sanctuary in Akot Wildlife
Division. First batch has start with 35 | Division. First batch has start with 30

students. students.
Sr. | Village Student Sr. | Village Student
1. | Vastapur 22 1. | Shahanoor 10
2. | Jamali 05 2. | Dharul 14
3. | Kulagana 05 3. | Gullarghat 03
4. | Somwarkheda 03 4. | Amona 03
4 35 4 30
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Conservation activities by participant students ?

Vastapur
Computer Training Centre,
Field visit of students at forest
and understanding to the work of

e

Chikhaldara ? Harisal
Computer Trainig Centre Computer Training Centre
Cleaning the wildlife zone by Field visit at forest and

ths students at Chikhldara understanding the role and
' My g responsibility of forest departent
By TR '. : 3 i -

For awareness to the students
about bird, students made water
fitter for bird in summer.
]
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Rivers of Melghat Tiger Reserve




13

A AU BT AAUS

eR<l Adgre R Rod
frea 90 Tl A N Re-fmm
R BRI g3 ], 3R A1 o et
TR A 9g1 1 I § SN TR IR R
HEPE A1 A1 AT & | ugel
gt | & g8 oFe W fea A
IeR TE 2 | 3/ S A Aerare o
8 gfviar @rT & 3 3 ik A
T SiTel AR & forg R

AIESIE Wt § o™ F3T Bl
a1 | g STl 3R "El 3 R
Y §C TG IgI g GG
graram|

R A § wra & e o
IR Rord g9 ga1 § W demre
&6 ara arer 2 | aEl i et A
aifer, 9, a1, Sa fafdua sikv
At aafm & wvar Fifeta

3ot St
$elR (wea ween)

" & 59 oI @) 31 91" Yheul o

e HYd 8 | wewl & forg
gfaensi I afqef, weere wegof
YR &1 Sheildl AT 919 Uehed &
Kayaking, @i$e o, UsdeR
vfFefad sik war 9 g9 okt
nfafafRrar gt & | Fafife Yazar
3R Wefe tRE B GO
g oig fpwt sraeil i g sikht
AR |

amg it | v fopv=m ame
1 GTE1 g | 6 093 Y a1
2, & 3™ fig & Wy AeEe A
AHRI 9= IR AT AT 3R 7w
g & 915 W g8 DIE a81 IR
w8l fan o | 3vs @1 Hiv o
waforg 31T S Rl wIedt gam
ST AT | 2T Y TERN BB g9
a9 wile @ A 3R s A &
TTHT 900 IR B FAR A
R BIE Tepha el | R W A3
EU G Y & il At B T ]
WR §HR TSS Gl Riearn 6
“mfga < fge smR” 11 &1 5o

Wild Melghat

50



a1

& g o1 &t ¥R § W s
Tt iR A7 T SHhH —RE F@T
& | Sirer ® A9 a1 T Aga E
@ a1 gty Auig 3R = N
4 3 &9 SareT g gt A A A
T1g T o & 9l aga Safera &
| S & gt i gy 1 R ar
R Y AT H fsg | g9 o
Fgl Wb MY 3R HWE hH _E
@ @ | B R G@d RS
TaRa w1 feren dgan g 3+
/A 43 g e | R ag @ Swdh
IR & ud, TEd oad iR
wifee @R 37 arelt qgT | Arer
a1 Y 5 e A aS-aS

Wild Melghat

AT Il § st IEm
B B @ AT Al gH W
e | ¥ ol Y 39 oreal A
T TE B AhA | g9 Prh R
75l @3 W 3R A TEREa ofa
ag) eniad 43 <@ | QAT e Rgr an
39 i} gHRT AT UAE 37 ¥ AT |
A= s Y A arge aai o
T 3R SHP IR-IRAE | a8
dgat S & AR HE T A
T | IEPH OF & g1¢ &9 9t
el § AT AT Y 3R AR aFTe
s o fperit AR &9 S oFTR
oY 39 M A MY f amae @Y
<ig31T S SFIE amgd JATQ SR
& I Ifagr dad B Hidr
e |

0 Pal 9R e M oAgT o
SR Y o g3 A A Rw F |
N AN & gaoig i & feg
Aerare wf 2 | T8 wge &
FHr | Aerare 9 @fH g
o 2| @ 2 | isaa & doae
R &1 ASAB AET g a1

& dU® 2 3R FWH AT Had
3iiX daet gl & wHftfa awfawr
DI |

3d H gEYE v feear
afeaea & o+t 3f. afte ar
ot &1 § eraTg 3 ATEm S R
o smfiFe a=aofta ufty &t
Adge A G2 @A & | 9ud

Aerare WHE B AN YUBHAR |




AW
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SPOTLIGHT

Skill training to youth living
near Melghat tiger reserve

® Due to infrastructural limitations and
location of these villages in remote areas
poses a challenge in providing skilled
education to youth, Melghat tiger
reserve's field director M S Reddy said.

Amravati, Feb 7: The
Maharashtra forest
department has impart-
ed skill development
training to over 200 youth
from 25 villages located
near Melghat tiger
reserve in Amravati to
help them get jobs and
have a sustainable liveli-
hood, an official said.

Tribal communities liv-
ing in buffer and core
areas of such tiger
reserves are directly or
indirectly dependent on
forests and forest prod-
ucts, Melghat tiger
reserve's field director M
S Reddy told PTI on
Saturday.

Due to infrastructural
limitations and location
of these villages in
remote areas poses a
challenge in providing
skilled education to

ki

‘Al

youth, he said, adding
poverty in such areas
also leads to higher rate

of drop-outs from
schools.

"This leads to unem-
plovment among locals,
which is the greatest
bane of these forests.
Unemployment among

these people also affects

the forest ecosystem
through various anthro-
pogenicactivities,” he
said.

To overcome these chal-
lenges and reduce their
dependency on forests,
the Melghat  Tiger
Conservation
Foundationhas set up
three computer centres
in Harisal, Chikhaldara
and Vastapur villages of
Amravati district.

As many as 224
youth from 25 villages
with have been imparted
training in information
technology at these cen-

tres and awarded certifi-
cates, Reddy said.

"Providing sustainable
livelihood to local com-
munities is an important
initiative for the conser-
vation of forests and
wildlife,” the official said.

The Melghat tiger
reserve is among the first
nine reserves created in
the country under the
Project Tiger Mission, he
said.

Spread over 2,768 sq km
area in four wildlife divi-
sions, the reserve
includes a critical tiger
habitat/core area of
1,500.5 sq km and a buffer
zone of 1,268.3 sq km.

In 2018, the reserve com-
prised over 50 tigers, as
per a report of the
National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA).
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Katepurna Wildlife Sanctuary of Melghat Tiger Reserve

4@ PLEASE SCAN the photo using the

Google app ARLoopa ##¥ to watch the video.
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Meadows of Melghat Tiger Reserve
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Fun & Thriil

In Sipna River of Melghat Tiger Reserve

Eco Tourism Complex

' Kayaking | Zorbi Ball | Jungle Safari | Night Safari | Accommodation

For details contact: 73503 21474 For more information visit: www.magicalmelghat.com

Wild Melghat



Wy '
" Acknowledgement

| 5
Ji Melghat Tlger Reserve ' '2.:"
is thankful J& all photographers 1
who s¢ sent us. beautiful photegraphs '

for pubhshmg in Wnld Melghat e-Magazme

¢ lealai Chaudharl 4 }

'. __ Ajay Deshmukh ‘1

‘Ashish Tomar
~ Gaurv Kadu.
* Vishal Bansod:
Sandeep Khandare!
Sawan Deshmukh
‘Team Melghat
Prafulla Sawarkar.
‘Satish Ansingkar™
‘Team Jungle Bell
%/ Jayesh Shah_
~ Padurang Pakhale
Pradeep Hirulkar}
" Kalyani Lande’
Roshan Pandole ¢ ':::5'?"‘1

a-’x - Aaxﬁ:a&.aa@'k

Abhay Chandel

Ashish Damade,,.i x

R.K. Wankhade \4
Ambuj Jam T




M

o

l

The articles publishedin the Wild Melghat ”
e-Magazine are the personal ideology of author.
|

J ; . : and restaurants a ;
Donations to Melghat Tiger Conservation Foundation Aamzari & Kolkas. Melghat Tea
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He will hel | ,
IFSC Code : I0BA0001017 L J ewill help you pian your program
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For Happiness and Peace Pt
stay in a home away from home
at (e A

m MELGHAT TIGER RESERVE 5 Eede.
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Harisal (5) ] Semadoh (3)

1:90219 35844 1: 88059 09738 1: 10573 06255
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1 69565 63018 www.magicalmelghat.com

D Office of the C
Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forest & Field Director, \
Melghat Tiger Reserve, Amravati.
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Near Govt. Girls High School, Camp Road, Amravati 444 602 (M.S.)
Phone No.: 0721-2551766, 2662792 Website: www.magicalmelghat.com
l E-Mail: ccffdmelghat2@mahaforest.gov.in I




