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Sub: Approval of Tiger Conservation Plan (TCP) for the Melghat Tiger Reserve -reg.

Sir,

The final draft Tiger Conservation Plan (TCP) prepared by the State of Maharashtra for the
Melghat Tiger Reserve, under sub-section (3) of section 38V of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972,
was submitted to this Authority requesting for approval under section 380 {1) (a) of the said Act.

After examination of the said draft, the observations of NTCA were communicated and
discussed with the Chief Wildlife Warden, Maharashtra & the Field Director, Melghat Tiger Reserve,
for their incorporation in the TCP.

In this context, | am directed to say that further to the compliance furnished by the State
Government vide their letter No.22 (8)/WL/TCP/CR-747 /P-VIIIf07/2013-14 dated 01.04.2014
and based on the recommendation of the Technical Committee, the approval of the NTCA is
hereby granted for the TCP of Melghat Tiger Reserve for the period from, under section 380
(1) (a) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, subject to following conditions:

a. No deviation shall be made from the prescriptions of the TCP, read with conditions
stipulated here-in, without prior approval of the NTCA ufs 380 (1) (a) of Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972,

b. The approved TCP shall have a provision for mid-term review corresponding to the
proposed period of the plan, for appropriate mid course alteration, if any, as required.

C The State Government shall comply with the guidelines and advisories issued by the NTCA/
Project Tiger from time to time and the commitments made in the tripartite Memorandum
of Understanding (Mol)).

. Since the core/ critical tiger habitat has the status of a National Park/ Wildlife Sanctuary, all
provisions under Chapter 1V of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 would be applicable to such
areas, in addition to sections 51 (1C), (1D) and 55 (ab), (ac).

e While implementing various prescriptions of the TCP, it shall he ensured by the Tiger
Reserve Administration that no violation of the provisions of the following Acts takes place:

i. The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972

i, The Indian Forest Act, 1927

iil. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002

v, The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
V. The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980

vi. The National Forest Policy, 1988
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vii. The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act, 2006
viii.  Directives issued from time to time by Hon'ble Supreme Court of India

f. Deviations, if any, with respect to the provisions under section 38 O (1) (b)& (g) of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 observed / cognized at any point of time should be brought
forward for necessary evaluation and assessment of such cases / instances by the National
Tiger Conservation Authority and State Government joint team for strict compliance as well
as to decide upon the future course of action under the provisions of the said Act. :

2 The following need to be ensured while executing forestry operations in the buffer area of -
the tiger reserve:

i To ensure minimum ‘patch disturbance’ and minimum human-wildlife conflicts,
forestry operations should be restricted only in those coupes which are due for the
current year.

ii. Compliance of section 38V (2) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 should be
strictly ensured.

iii. No working or camping should be permitted in the area after sunset.

iv. Daily monitoring of the tiger movement, water points and cattle kill should be done
and recorded.

h. The Tourism activities should be strictly managed/ regulated as per the comprehensive
guidelines issued by the NTCA under section 380 (c) of the Wildlife (Protection} Act, 1972
vide letterdared 15/10/2012.

i The necessary copies of the TCP will be provided to the concerned Departments / Agencies
for coordinated implementation of the provisions concerned.

i The NTCA reserves right to review, modify and withdraw this approval at any time, if any of
the conditions of approval are violated.

It is also requested to kindly submit four original copies of the approved version of the TCP
duly authenticated by the State Authorities concerned at the immediate, for necessary attestation
by the NTCA.

Yours fdithfully,

77.03:/5~
(Dr. H.5.Negi)
Inspector General of Forests (NTCA)
Copy to:

1. The Chief Secretary, Government of Maharashtra.

2. The Principal Secretary (Forests), Government of Maharashtra. _ _

3. The Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Regional Office {Western Zone), E-5, Kendriya Paryavaran Bhawan, E-5
Area Colony, Link Road -3, Ravishankar Nagar, Bhopal - 462016.

4. TJ],BHEM Director, Melghat Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra,

L-___.-
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1. INTRODUCTION:-

1.1 Healthy natural ecosystems are critical to the ecological well being of all living entities and
especially for the economic security of people. Eco tourism has the potential to enhance wilderness
protection and wildlife conservation, while providing nature — compatible livelihood and greater
inmm:es for a large number of people living around natural cc;'.osysten.-.. This can help to contribute’
directly to th;a protection of wildlife or forest areas, while making th.e local mnununi;.}' stakeholders
and owners in the process._ |
:i‘he Ec:c.:- mﬁrism plan of Iﬁelghat Tiger Rcsérvé lays :im;m a detail éet_ of frame work based on
¢  The revised guidelines issued by the National Tiger Conservation Authority, Ministry of
Environment & Forest, Govt. of India, 1'\\1&1..?«,r Delhi vide its letter No. 15-31/2012-NTCA
dated 15/10/2012. For concerned guidelines please refer to annex: 11.
¢  The revised Eco-Tourism Policy declared by the Govt. of Maharashtra vide its Resolution
No. WLP -2012/C.N. 309/F-1, Mantralaya, Mumbai, Revenue & Forest Del_fnanmenL dated
09/11/2012(For ready reference please refer to annex:IIT ) issued in accordance with the
decision given by the Honorable Supreme Court in special leave to Appeal Civil suit No.
21339/2011 dated 16/10/2012.

These documents give in detail the methodology of selection, planning, implementation and

monitoring of ecotourism in Melghat Tiger Reserve

1.2 The Need for Eco — Tourism Plan:-

Eco-Tourism is defined as “responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the
environment and improves the well-being of the local people”. Eco-Tourism, when practiced

correctly, is an important economic and educational activity. It has the scope to link to a wider
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constituency and build conservation support, while raising awareness about the worth and fragility of
ecosystems in the public at large. Such tourism is low—impact, educational and conserves the
environment while directly benefiting the economic development of local communities, i.e., the
tribal and other traditional forest dwellers living in and around these fragile landscapes of the tiger
reserve. Unplanned tourism in such landscapes without taking into-account its carrying capacity can
mere

destroy the very environment that attracts such tourism. Eco tourism must previde more than

enjoyment, it must foster changes in the attitude and behavior of tourists about the protection of the

natural resources.
1.3 nmtrlms OF ECO TOURISM:

» Highlight the heritage value of India’s wilderness and protected areas.

N

Build environment & cultural awareness and respect.

Y

Facilitate the sustainability of ecotourism enterprises & activities.

h o

Provide livelihood opportunities to local communities and benefit sharing.

» Use indigenously locally produced and ecologically sustainable materials for
tourism activities.

» Wilderness conservation in ecologically sensitive landscapes.

# Capacity building of local communities in planning, providing and managing

ecotourism facilities.

# Conservation, education and training.
# Proper monitoring and evaluation of the impact of ecotourism in the protected

areas from time to time, through the Local Advisory committee as constituted by

the State Govt.
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1.4 About Melghat:

Melghat means 'meeting of the Ghats', which describes the area as a large tract of unending hills and
ravines scarred by jagged cliffs and steep climbs. It is located at in northern part of Amravati District
of Maharashtra State in India. Melghat Tiger Reserve is one of the 9 Tiger reserves initially set up by
G‘DVF:!I]]IIIEHT. of India. The Melghat area was declared a Ti-ger Reserve in 1974. Presently, the total
area of the Reéeﬁé is afc-'und 2029 km?. The Reserve is a catchments a:ré:a for five major rivers: the

Khandu, Khapra, Sipna; Gadga and Dolar, all of which are tributaries 61" the river Tapti

PI-DIAGRAM SHOWING AREA DISTRIBUTION OF MTR

1.5 The forest is tropical dry deciduous in nature, dominated by teak (Tectona grandis). Flora consist
of 769 species with 400 Genera and 97 Families. (6 species are included in Red Data Book). From

the floristic study it was observed that there are 120 different grasses out of which 48 — 52 grasses are

palatable for herbivorous animals.

1.6 Fauna besides majestic Tiger, comprises of, barking deer, spotted deer, sambhar, langur, nilgai,
wild boars, bison, peacock, panther, sloth bear, Ratel etc. 265 species of birds are found. Forest

Spotted Owlet was found afier a gap of more than 100 years in MTR. Caracal one of the small
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carnivores, a very rare species is also found in Melghat. Viable tiger population in MTR is minimum
29 adult tigers identified during PHASE-IV (summer - 2012) Camera Trapping based tiger

monitoring.

1.7 There are passes in Melghat that invaders from the north traversed to reach Berar, where the Tmad
Shahi dynasty had been founded in 1484. The historic forts, Namala and Gawilgarh, guarded the

main east-west ridge which is now part of tiger reserve.

1.8 There were 33 villages-in the core area and 118 in the buffer area of the MTR. 9 villages out of
core area have been relocated. Remaining 24 villages of core area are to be relocated in future. The
“villages in core area are to be relocated in a phased manner and thereafter meadow development

works will be undertaken in future.

L9 The inhabitants are mainly tribal, largely of the Korku tribe (80 per cent) and others like Gond,
Nihal, Balai, Gaolan, Gawali, Halbi, Wanjari, etc. All inhabitants depend on the forest for bonafide
domestic needs of firewood, timber, fodder, medicinal plants, and non-timber forest products like
fruit, flowers, gum and medicinal plants. However with the establishment of Village Eco

Development Committees and Resettlement efforts has reduced the anthropogenic burden on forests,

L.10 MELGHAT TIGER RESERVE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION is established on 10%
February 2009 according to article 38(X) of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. The Foundation act as

fund repository through which various works like conservation, eco development and research is
taken.

1.11 APPROACH & ACCESS

By Road:

[me Nagpur From Amravati From Akola B
i Amravati : 160 Km Semadoh : 105 Km. _ Semadoh : 15!‘.}- Km.
i Paratwada : 205 Km. Narnala : 125 Km. _ Narnala : 70 Km. N
i Semadoh : 250 Km. N
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By Railway:

Badnera Junction

Akola Junction

Khandwa Junction

Betul

10 Km. From Amravati

On Mumbai — Nagpur

(On Bhusawal — Itarsi

On Nagpur — Delhi

on Mumbai —~ Nagpur | Route Route 150 Km. From | Route 99 Km. From
Route Harisal Paratwada
By Air

Mearest Airport: Nagpur (250 Km. From Semadoh)

2. IDENTIFICATION DF ECGLGFILALLY SENSITIVE AREA SURRDUND[N(: CORE
ZONE OF TIGER RESERVE & CORRIDOR REGION

2.1 As per NTCA guidelines Para 2.2.4(i) identification and monitoring of ecologically sensitive

areas surrounding tiger reserve is to be done to ensure ecological integrity of corridor and buffer area

and to prevent encroachment of corridor by tourism facilities.

2.2 MTR has connectivity with Satpuda Tiger Reserve of Madhya Pradesh. The corridor is viable and

has living connectivity. It is confirmed by tiger occupancy in the forest of Betul, Hoshangabad and

East Nimar districts of Madhya Pradesh. The corridor falls within forest area of East Melghat and

West Melghat divisions of Maharashtra & Betul, Hoshangabad and East Nimar forest divisions of

Madhya Pradesh.

2.3 The proposed tourism zone does not interfere with the corridor connectivity of tigers.

2.4 The notified buffer area has been considered at this stage for identification of No Go areas

surrounding core of tiger reserve. Following villages have been identified as No Go areas for

establishment of new tourism facilities. The revenue authorities should not give Non Agriculture

permission in these villages hence after.




The villagers shortlisted are as follows:-

Sr.No. Name of Village Taluka
1 C_hikhaldﬂra Chikhaldara
2 Chunkhadi Chikhaldara
3 Khandukheda Chikhaldara
E Khadimal . Chikhaldara
6 Marita Chikhaldara
7 Sawarkheda Chikhaldara
8 Bhutrum- Chikhaldara
9. | Khokmar . Chikhaldara
10 |Khamda Chikhaldara
11 Tangda Dharni
12 Biroja Chikhaldara
13 Tarubanda _ Chikhaldara
14 Raksha Chikhaldara
15 Patkahu Chikhaldara
16 | Sawrya Chikhaldara
17 Dabhiya Chikhaldara
18 Golai Dharni
19 Palaskundi Dharni
20 Nimkhedi Jalgoan Jamod
21 Vasali Jalgoan Jamod
22 Kamod Jalgoan Jamod
23 Wari Telhara
24 Aurangabad Akot
25 Chipi Akot
26 Rehanapur Akot
27 Shahanur Akot
28 Khatkali Chikhaldara
29 Asalwada Chikhaldara
i
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3. TOURISM ZONE EXISTING IN MTR IN CORE ZONE AS PER SANCTIONED
MANAGEMENT PLAN

3.1 As per the sanctioned management Plan of Melghat Tiger Reserve for the period 2004 — 2005 to
2013 — 14 @ﬁen by Shri. Ramanuj Chaudhary for Gugamal National Park 361.28 Sq. Km.,

Melghat Sanctuary 767.36 Sq. Km. and multiple use Area 469.75 Sq. Km. the tourism zone

identified are given as under

3.2i) CORE: -

[ Sr. .| Name of proposed Area Tourism Area - Area No.of
No. _ Comptt
1 | Melghat Sanctuary . | Semadoh tourism Area 58.67 Sq.Km. . 2h
3 | Melghat Sanctuary = . | Harisal tourism Area . |  48.57SqKm. | 22
3 | Melghat Sanctuary Gullarghat tourism Area 21.42 8¢ Km. 8
4 | Gugamal National Park Chikhadhara tourism Area 06.67 5q.Km. 2
Total ' 135.83 Sq.Km. 58
ii) BUFFER:-
| Sr. | Name of proposed Area Tourism Area Area " No. of
No. Compartment
1 | Melghat Sanctuary Harisal tourism Area 16.50 Sq.Km. 7

3.3 As per the sanctioned Management Plan of Narnala, Wan & Ambabarva Wildlife Sanctuaries for
the period 2003- 04 to 2012 — 13 written by Shri. R. N. Rai, Deputy Conservator of Forest. Akot

Wildlife Division, Akot the tourism zones identified in the present core zone of Melghat Tiger

Reserve are given as under:-

Sr. Name of Area r Tourism Area Area No. of
No. Comptt
1 | Narnala Wildlife Sanctuary Narnala tourism zone 2.03 Sq.Km. 3
2 | Wan Wildlife Sanctuary Wan tourism zone 32.08 Sq.Km. 11
Ambabarva Wildlife Sanctuary | Ambabarwa tourism 21.26 Sq.Km. 8
Area
S




“Total

35.37 Sq.Km.

EZJ

3.4 Thus a total of 191.20 sq.km, i.e, 19120 ha of the core area of Melghat Tiger Reserve was

identified as tourism zone till 2012-13 as per the above mentioned Sanctioned Plans. The Govt. of

Maharashtra vides its notification no. ‘WLP 10- D?J'CRQEITJ’I‘ -1

, dated 27/12/2007 notified an area af

15{]'{} 49 5q.Km. as critical Tiger Habitat or core of thf: Melghat Tiger Reserve. Thus, it is apparent

that af the total notified core area 12.74 % of tha area was delineated as tourism zone and used for

-~ tourism purposes. A list of the 80 campamneat mcludad in the tourism zone is attached as Amwxma

N-a TX (a) for read:-,r reference. Maps showing ﬂiaaa tourism zones are attached as Annexure No. XI

(a, b, ¢, d) for ready reference.

4. IDENTIFICATION OF NEW PROPOSED TOURISM AREA OF CORE REGION

4.1 The following Eco-tourism zones are identified for proposed ecotourism activity.

Abstract
Name of Tourism Forest Area in Non Forest in Core in | Total in Ha.
zone Core in Ha. Ha.
SemadahJ—!ariSﬁi 10356.89 98.61 10455.50
Narnala 795.97 0.00 795.97
Wan 1893.37 49.03 1942 40
Dhargad-Gullarghat 3669.77 233.13 3902.90
Chikhaldara 1587.15 291.45 1878.60
Grand Total 18303.15 672.22 18975.37
- i Say 189.75 Sq. Km.

A list of the compartments included in the tourism zone is attached as Annexure No. IX (b) for ready

reference. Map of new proposed tourism area is attached as Annexure no: XIII.

Y S S U S e W B R R R T T T Y YT T Y Y T YT YTY Y TS YTy



4.2 Melghat Tiger Reserve has 2029.06 sq km. area of which 1500.49 sq km is critical tiger

habitat area (core area). The proposed area under ecotourism is 189.75 sq. km. which is 12.64 % of

total core area of MTR.

The implementation of new eco-tourism zone will be done after approval. Closing any route for any

animals or for any other scientific reason.

i 5.1 Accommodation available in Core aﬁ{i Buffer zcm.e.

5. AVAILABLE INFRASTRUCTURE FOR ECOTOURISM

 part of time in any block will be decided by the Field Director on the basis of security of the wild

Sr. Name of FRH | Circular Hut | A - Type Hut| Dormitory | Suites | Remarks
Core Zone i)

1 [ Semadoh Sankul 6 4 2 s | -

2 Kolkaz - - - 6

3 Dhargad - - - 2 -
E_ Wan - - - 1 -

5 Gullarghat - - - - Tent

facility

Buffer Zone - e

1 Harisal - . : - | Tent facility
| 2 | Shahanur - - L 4 | Tent facility
3 Rangubeli - - - 2 -

5.2 No new constructions will be carried out on forest land. The existing structures will be renovated

in ecofriendly manner.




TOURIST HUTS AT SEMADOH NIC

6. MAIN FEATURES OF ECOTOURISM POLICY AND GUIDELINES

6.1 Governments at state and centre level have framed various policies and rules, regulations. These
dre: |
-+ NTCA Gl:lideline_s of October 2012. For fﬂ&d}r .rﬂf‘arenct.; p.]éﬁse re.fer to Annex. I1.
~* G.R. of Govt of Maharashtra dated 9th November 2012. For ready reference please refer to
3 Annex. III.

6.2 Based on above mentioned guidelines and policies the main features are as follows:

- # Tourism activity will be low impact and in very controlled manner and in a scientific way.

The number of tourist vehicles will be controlled by carrying capacity of MTR.
# Local community will be involved and will be benefited from tourism.
# The revenue generated will be ploughed back for tiger conservation.

# All tourist facilities will be eco-friendly and educative.

7. PROPOSED TOURISM ACTIVITIES IN MELGHAT TIGER RESERVE

7.1 Following tourism activities are proposed in MTR:
A. Jungle Safari
B. Guided Walking Trails
C. Adventure Tourism
D. Other Tourist Activities

E. Cultural Tourism

~10-
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A) WILD LIFE AND JUNGLE SAFARIS:

Jungle Safaris will be integral part of the tourism. Gypsies and other vehicles will be available
by local people and by forest department. The visitors will be given entry into the tourism
zone GI]ii.-: through vehicles registered with the management. Local people will be encouraged
to buy their own vehicles with adequaté financial help from Melghat Tiger Reserve
Conservation Foundation. This process would be done gradually ip order to stop the entry pf
private vehicles in the tourism zone. For ready reference please refer to Annex: VI (a) and XII

@

HERBIVORES OF MTR

B) GUIDED WALKING TRAILS (TREKS)
Melghat is a trekker's paradise. Undulating hills, valleys, rivers, streams, waterfalls and pristine forest
offer many breath-taking vistas for trekkers. Melghat area has several identified walking trails. These

trails are as good as treks. Guided walking tours are proposed on these trails.

Treks will be identified and named on the basis of their inherent strength e.g. Timber trail, Bird trail,
Herbal trail, Elephant trail, Important landmarks etc. with adequate signages. The distance will
depend upon the age class and interest of the tourist. Trails would be laid along fascinating sites like

waterfalls, demonstration plots, panoramic view points etc. The guide service will be compulsory and
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no one will be allowed to roam alone. Fee will be charged for guide service. Forest staff members

could also act as guides. For guided walking routes please refer annex IV (b) and XII (b).

i_ 77" 'MELGHAT/TIGER RESERVE

GREEN CARPET: A CHARACTER OF MONSOON MTR

C) ADVENTURE TOURISM:

For adventure tourism package, an agreement will be done with adventure tourist group to promote
this activity within the Eco-tourism area of the reserve. Trained and certified personnel from
concerned competent authority for conducting adventure sports shall be utilized. Training of local
youth (who will act as a guide or trainer to tourist) will be arranged with the help of NGOs and
concerned institutes. Activities like river crossing, rock climbing and rappelling, water sports are
proposed. For details please refer to annex: IV (d). New adventure activities can be proposed in

identified tourism zone only, in near future.



MELGHA

JAWAHAR KUND

D) OTHER ACTIVITIES FOR TOURISTS:
Some tourist are interested in management practi-::éa, research activities, special vegetation

communities, old natural growth, man-made forest patches etc. Such areas could be developed as

demonstration plots. Some of the demonstration plots could be enlisted as follows.

(i) Boswellia forests

(iif)  Ballas or hill top grasslands

(iv) Katang bamboo plot near village Pilli.

(v)  Riparian communities.

(vi)  Preservation plots/Medicinal Plant Conservation Plot
(vii) Seed collection plots.

(viii)) Dense bamboo growth areas.

(ix) Porcupine burrows

(x)  Soil and moisture conservation works.

(xi) Block count census compartment

(xii) Waterhole census spots
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(xiii) Demonstration in Tiger census methodology.

Organization of Wildlife Film Shows, Slide Shows, and Exhibitions in Nature Interpretation
centers, TV or film shows would be regularly organized for visitors, thus exposing them with PA
values and the need for its conservation. A mobile exhibition with well-equipped Audio-Visual
equipments can be established. Tt-ie AV aids would be used mainly .in villages on the eve of
festivals, cungrega_tic-ﬁs, function etc. to make them aware about the need of cunsewali_pn.

Thematic exhibitions would be organized on important occasions 1ikc_ wildlife week, world

forestry / Environment / Biodiversity days, Weekly Eazaar days.

.Wildem{:.s_s Talks / Lectures Tables on Wildlife could be organized at all the Interpretation
Centers, for .nrg.anized groups. The Interpretation Centre at Amravati -and Timber shed facilities at
Paratwada could be used as auditoriums for films, lectures, talks etc. Such sht:;ws could be organized

in colleges and schools of the vicinity and also ashrams schools in villages etc,

. ENJOYMELGHAT
- IDEAL'SPOT FOR
 ADVENTURE

Research Oriented Trips For students of zoology, Botany, Medicine and environmental
sciences could be taken for field study. The prior arrangement could be made with mﬂeges.

Elephant ride has a great demand. However Project Tiger has only four elephants. These
elephants are presently used for protection activity in remote areas. Hence it will be improper to use

them wholly for tourism.
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Hides and watch towers provide good wildlife sighting experience Many hides and watch
towers have been already established in tourism zone and near camping sites. Few more can be
established. Small groups of up to 6 persons could be permitted to use hides and watch towers.
Guide will be compulsory for a group of 3 or less persons. The tourists will be responsible for their
own safety. Similarly, machans at few prospective and safe points would be ﬂﬂ‘ereﬂ for stay for a

limited duration during night hours. However night tourism will be highly restricted.

E) CULTURAL TOURISM:.

Following sites are identified for cultural tourism:

1._. Shahanur: In Shahnur Tourism zané, there is NIC &-tﬁ.l_il'i.m"t-l facility where through cultural
shows tourist will be given exposure to tribal dance, arts, handicrafts, p&inting,-etc.' Light and
sound show will be set up at Shahanur. Home stay and tent facilities are available at

Shahanur.

2. Harisal: Introduction to local tribal culture will be given through NIC, home stay, Bamboo
hut, etc.

3. Chikhaldara: Home stay facility at Memna village will be provided. Light and sound show
will be set up. Tours to Vairat Temple will be arranged from here.

4. Narnala: It is a famous historical fort. Exhibition of tribal art through pictures, paintings,
handicrafis will be arranged.




7.2 ENTRY FEE AND OTHER FEES:-

The rate of entry fee for vehicle, persons, fee for camera, elephant ride fee, guide fee etc. in
core can be revised by Field Director, Melghat Tiger Reserve as per provisions in the operating

manual/ rules under Tiger Conservation Foundation.

The rates for various facilities and entry fee will be as follows:

SR.NO. | Activity _ s 3 ; Fees / Rents / Fare in Rs.(per person) .
1 Entry fee | 30 -
2 Vehicle Safari (including guide fee) 500 to 1000(depending on length of safari)
T 7 | Cnded Nature Trail (including guide fee) | 300 to 700 | '
4 Camera fe;e . : 20 to 500
5 Rest Houses per rm:-rn per day ' 500
6 Cycle ride 50
7 Elephant ride 500
8 Bamboo Hut per day charges 800
9 Tent Charges 300 -

All the above rates will be reviewed annually by Field Director, MTR.

7.3 SUBSIDIZED VISITS:-

Student while fostering educational extension activities related to environment, forest and
wildlife want to enter Tiger Reserve the entry fees rate will be subsidized. As per Wildlife

(Protection) Maharashtra rules 1975 the powers vest in State Government. The subsidized rate to be

proposed should be 50% of existing rates,

el
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7.4 ECO-TOURISM IN BUFFER:

Considering the availability of routes, entry points, tourist locations around MTR; special tour circuit
packages will be identified and developed with consultation of Local Advisory Committee.
8. ECO-FRIENDLY INFRASTRUTURE

8.1 SIGNAGES -

Signages, Wayside Exhibits are a strong interpretation medium, which comes under unattended

~ services of vaﬁr.:-u?-_ forms. Informative signages would be fixed in and around the place where tourists

stay, for their guldance

Similarly, signages for facilitating .31l.1ppﬂrt to visitors as well as for making them aware of
prohibitions, dos and don'ts would be fixed up on strategic locations.

Points of interests from conservation point of view on Nature trails would be suitably
highlighted with the help of informative exhibits. Large sized signboards may be erected in places

like Amravati, Paratwada, Chikhaldara, Akot etc to make people aware of the conservation of nature.

RECYCLE

SOME SPECIMEN SIGNAGES
In this activity reputed institution like Centre for Environment Education (CEE), Ahmadabad
will be involved. The signage boards will be placed in tourism complexes, in Nature Interpretation
Centre (NICs) and at entry/exit gates.
8.2 Solar Energy: Solar lamps in rooms as well as in campus area, solar powered water heater

system and solar powered cooking system will be used to maximum extent so as reduce load on

Sopee



other sources of energy. A gradual switch over to renewable, clean and green energy will be

done.

8.3 Biodigestor toilet facility:

The DRDO-designed toilets run on the technology that breaks down the waste into odorless solid
and liquid, making drainage redundant. Tt will not only maintain hygiene but also pmduce.mi:thane
gas which can be used for several purposes like lighting to cooking. Biodigestor Toilets will be set

up at all tounist complexes gradually.

BIODIGESTOR TOILET

8.4 No-plastic zone

Strict policy will be evolved to ban the use of plastic and tourism zone will be plastic free. Use of
biodegradable material instead of plastic will be promoted.

Use of paper bags which are a{lc locally will be pro

moted instead of plastic

iR
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8.5 Bio-gas
Biogas based kitchens will reduce load on other energy sources.
Biogas® benefits:

» It’s a cheap source of clean energy and easily available

» biogas could potentially help reduce global climate change

» it will reduce tourism impact by reducing pollution levels

» it will make people aware and will bring them more close to nature

BIOGAS FACILTY

8.6 Bamboo Huts

Eco-friendly material like Bamboo will be used and local labor will be involved in construction of
tourism infrastructure.

A SPECIMEN OF BAMBOO HUT
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8.7 Rainwater Harvesting

Ramwater harvesting will be taken up at all tourist complexes. Water collected through rain water

harvesting will be used for washing, cleaning and gardening purpose.

RAINWATER HARVASTING STRUCTURE

9. LOCAL COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

9.1 Eco-tourism’s concept has two main components:

1. To conserve nature by reducing impact of tourism. This would be done by reducing

environmental and cultural pollution.

2. To encourage local people and tribal to take up ecotourism as a livelihood option as well

as long term conservation measure for achieving sustainable economic benefits from the

area.
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The maintenance of accommodation and food arrangements at camping sites by village committees
could be further facilitated by provision of tents, utensils, solar lantern etc. initially.

9.2 The village eco-development committees could repay the cost though easy installments or may
just charge rentals. The direct involvement of local people in the activities will ensure their self-

education, convince them of the importance of nature conservation and induce them to develop

direct stake in conservation of the area. Revenue obtained though eco tourism interpretation and

conservation education needs to hn:'plc-ughed back to the area so as to ensure maintenance of

facilities and continuation of activities. The revenue will be deposited in VEDC funds. However

~20% of income generated will be deposited in Melghai Tiger Conservation Fund for Iarg_ér.' good.

The control and regulation of tauﬁst ﬂﬂw has to be given topmost consideration as unregulated
tourism could play havoc with protection Sf,.rstemsi Therefore, it is mentioned that the proposed |
activities for tourism, interpretation and conservation education will be taken up only to the extent,
the manpower, infrastructure and funds are available.
9.3 Benefits to Local People as Prospective Stakeholders:
The works of creation and maintenance of all the activities related with tourism may be done

through the village eco-development committees. The activities may be as follows:

(i) Demarcation and maintenance of tourism areas.

(i)  Fire protection works in tourism areas.

(iii) Maintenance of roads, nature trails.

(iv)  Regulation of tourism at check nakas.

(v)  Guide services through trained guides for the visitors for safari/trekking, ete

(vi)  Provision of accommodation facilities at camp sites and in house hosting (Korku huts)

(vii) Food arrangement at various camping sites / Canteen facility.

(viii) Habitat manipulation works.

(ix) Maintenance of waterholes.
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(x)  Maintenance of demonstration plots.

(xi)  Income generation through sale of artifact manufactured by local artisans.

(x11)  Income generation through provision of small private petrol vehicles for visitors.

(xiii) Arranging entertainment item like tribal dance, skits, plays, songs etc.

(xiv) Hosting of interested tourists.

9.4 Efforts will be concentrated to involve VEDCs in Ecotourism. Various activities, EDC wise will

be taken up as per the micro pl-an prepared by the viilaéea. For the beginning following activities are

proposed.

.Sh;ma]mr EDC -

Semadoh EDC

Gullarghat EDC

Talai EDC

: Adventure tourism, bird watching, trekking will be promoted in participation
with various groups engaged in this activity. Maintenance of canteen facilities

& house-keeping at NIC & VIP rest house.

: Nature camps of students from Pune, Mumbai, Nagpur and other major cities
of the state will be organized. The activity will be carried out in participation
with nature groups. Each nature camp would involve two days stay each at
Semadoh and Shahanoor NIC. Maintenance of canteen facilities & house-

keeping at NIC & VIP rest house.

: Development of Medicinal/ Herbal garden at Gullarghat under the guidance
of forest deptt. with the help of Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh Krishi Vidyapith,
Akola. Visitors will be oriented towards herbal and floral treasures of

Melghat. Bird watching in Gullarghat Talao is also proposed as collateral

activity.

: Development of eco-drive with regulations in Wan Sanctuary, Trekking and

adventure sports in suitable spots. Help will be taken to guide the EDC from

NGOs. Canteen & House-keeping facility at Wan NIC.
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10. CAPACITY BUILDING

10.1 In order to give professional hospitality to the tourists, local guides and drivers will be given
proper training keeping in mind ecotourism guidelines. Local people involved in home-stay facility
as well as va-rit}us other activities under eco-tourism will also l:;e given standard training in
huusekcapli_ng and hospitality from authorized training centers.

.10.2 Training of guides, drivers, cooks, and maﬁagers,-servers in the art, craﬁ.and ethics of wildlife

tourism will be arranged lhmugh local VEDCs. These guides and drivers will undergo a short course

“ in iﬁtﬂfﬁrﬁ_lﬁtinn in rules and_'regulaliuns. thlim;-re'q b}?'mal.,éxaﬁlinﬁtiun before being certified by the .

tiger conservation foundation. The 20% of total income of VEDC and their activities through tourism
m;.fill be routed in MTR Conservation Foundation Fund. . |

10.3 Periodic training sessions and meetings will be organized with the help of professional
institutions like Wildlife Institute of India (WII), Dehradun, Centre for Environment FEducation
(CEE), Ahmedabad to impart necessary skills and inculcate the eco-tourism & conservation ethics

among the minds of local community.

11. STANDARDS, CODES AND CONSERVATION FEES FOR PRIVATELY
OWNED HOTELS, RESORTS, ETC.

11.1 As per provision contained in para 2.1.6 of NTCA guide lines dated 15.10.2012 (annex. II), the
levy of “Conservation fee” from tourism facilities situated in and around tiger reserve. The State
Government vide Gr.No. WLP-2012/CN.309/F-1, dated 9.11.2012 (annex. 1I1) has fixed following

conservation fee from tourism facilities situated in notified buffer of Tiger Reserve.

11.2 Chikhaldara has private hotels and resorts. A list of hotels is attached as annex.VII for ready

reference.
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According to Government Resolution- WLP 2012/309/F-1 DATED 9/1 1/2012 and with consultation

with L.A.C., conservation fees will be charged and will be deposited in the MTR Conservation Fund.

11.3 The funds will be utilized for tiger conservation as per Tiger Conservation Plan.
11.4 The standards and codes will be maintained by private hotels and resorts. All puliutmg aclivities

will be banned after cnnsultatmn with L.A.C. The implementation of such rule and regulations on

private hotels will be ensured through L.A.C.

12. ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING OF TOURISM IMPACT

12.1 Assesqment and m{)mtormg of tourist mflow and its impact wrll be done mth the help of Local
Advisory Cnmmlttee (LAC) Assessment and momtﬂrmg will be done w1t]1 the he]p of gmdelmes
established by NTCA and Guvemment of Maharashtra from time to time. Tourist inflow will be
regulated by carrying capacity calculated for MTR (please refer chapter no. 13).

12.2 L.A.C. may hire expert persons from respective fields to calculate and monitor the impact of

Eco-tourism on wildlife with special focus on tiger, Based on expert advice L.A.C. may make

changes in tourist inflow, structure, rule and regulations, conservation fees, etc.

13. CARRYING CAPACITY AND CEILING LEVEL:

13.1 Mass tourism which is viewed as environmentally and culturally destructive is associated with
large scale, high density accommodations, contrived attractions, seasonal markéts and limited
benefits to the local economy with minimum concern for the carrying capacity of the forest area. On
the other hand, alternative forms of tourism ie. ecotourism, developed on a smaller scale built on
environmental and cultural respects and awareness. highlighting the heritage value of the wilderness
and Protected Area, maintain a greater share of economic benefits within the local area and result in
less negative impacts.

Virtually any kind of tourism activity will result in some impact to the natural resources
somewhere. Despite strong ethical and environmental motives, ecotourists still are seeking primarily
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pleasure and entertainment even being a “Green” holidaymaker. Hence it becomes very essential to
make a proper and scientific assessment of these natural areas while calculating the recreational
carrying capacity i.e. “How much is too much?”

Successful tourism development will depend less on how tourism is labeled than how the
natural - endowments in the tiger reserve and the existing infrastructure, local expertise and
community support necessary to complement these endowments facilitates the sustainability of the
ent-erpﬁse and activities while al-so help in goal of will:iemess conservation in these émlugi::all}r
sensitive landscapes.

DETERMINATION OF CARRYING CAPACITY:

13.2 Physical Carrying Capacity (PCC):
This is the maximum number of visitors that can physically- fit into a defined space, overtime.
(Annex II) It is expressed as:
PCC=A xV/ax RF; Where,
A -Available area for public use (Road length is preferred as per NTCA)
V/a- 2 vehicles / km?
Rf- rotation factor
(Total touring hours per day / Average time for single tour)
The following corrections were taken into account to calculate the carrying capacity
» Only vehicular movements are permitted on forest roads.
¥ The closeness between the vehicles is important.
» There is at most 2 vehicles/km
¥ At least 3 hrs required for visiting the allowed track.
» The park is opened for the entire 12 months of a year and 6 hrs per day.

» The length of road affected by erosion

.25 -



RF = Total touring hours per day/Average time for single tour
=6/3
=2
PCC =1622% 2% 2
= 648.8 visits per day

13.3 Real Carrying Capacity (RCC):

RCC is the ﬁmximuﬁp permissible number of visits of to a site once the reductive factors
derived from particular characteristics of a site have been applied to the PCC. These reductive
factors are based -:}n biuphysica_]; environmental, ecological, social and ll’lﬂ.l'_lﬂg;ﬁl.'[.lﬁlf va;_riahlés._ '
RCC= ROC - x | (100- Cfy/ li}ﬁ} x (100- Cf;/100)........ (H}ﬂ-.Cfn.f 100)

A. Road erosion factor, Cf;: .The susceptibility of the site is taken into account. Sinéd the MTR is of
black cotton soil the almost .thc entire length is prone to medium and high erosion.

Erosion risk factor with weightage factor 3 and weightage factor 2 for high and medium erosion

M; =20x2+10x3=40+30=70 km
CH =T70/162.2 x 100
=43.15%

Disturbance to wildlife;

In this calculation, the species which are prone to disturbance owing to visitation are considered.

Correction factor ¢f = (limiting months/year)/ (12 months per year) x 100
For tiger cf =2/12 x100=16.6%
For barking deer cf = 16.6%

For gaur cf =16.6%

TOTAL FOR CF =16.6+16.6+16.6 = 49.99 %

Computation of RCC:

RCC =648.8 x (100-43.15/100) (100-49.99/100)
=648.8 x 0.56 x 0.50
= 184.42 visits/day
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13.4 Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity (ECC):

It is the maximum number of visitors that a site can sustain given the management capacity is
available. Management capacity is defined as the sum of conditions that PA administration requires
if it is to carry out its functions at ﬂ-u: optimum level. Limitations in management like lack of staff
and infrastructure. limit the RCC. For MTR, MC is 64% (The mean management effec:tweness
evaluation score in NTCA guidelines 15/10/2012)

Hence,the ECC.  =RCCx0.64

=118.02

: = i.e. 118 vehicles per day for the entire MTR )

13.5 CEILING LIMI_T:
Ceiling level is as per NTCA guidelines ceiling level on number of visitors allowed to enter tiger
reserve at any given time.
Considering 6 tourist per vehicle at any given time overall 59 vehicles from 7 entry gates can take a
tour. So number of tourist entering in MTR at any given time will be 354.
The distribution of vehicles entering in tourism zone in a day is based on

» infrastructure availability,

» tourism potential,

# staff

And it would be as follows:

Sr | Entry Gate Max no of | Max no of vehicles [

no vehicles in a day | at a given time

1 Semadoh zone 28 14

2. | Harisal zone |11 05

3, Shahanur-Gullarghat-Dhargadh. 15 08

4 Shahanoor — Namala 16 | 08

5 Shahanoor-Gullerghat-Dhargadh-Bori- 10 05
Somthana-Barukheda- Jhari

6. | Jhari-Barukheda-Nagartas-Waghamata- | 18 09
Wari

S



1. Chikhaldara-Pastalai-Churni-Vairat 20 10
Sunset point
TOTAL 118 59

14. RESERVATIONS AND BOOKINGS

14.1 For online reservations linkage with MTDC for booking of tours and through website of MTDC

has been already moved via ieth:r Nc':- 784 frt}rn FUI’ﬂSt Department MTR dated l?fllflﬂlz For

reaﬂy reference please refer Annex. VI. Online faclhty w1Il be activated from 15™ Dﬂcember 21}12

However Semadoh Tourism Complex and Kolkaz VIP Rest Houses are recently handed over to

FDCM. 10% reservations will he the discretionary quota of Chief Conservator 0[' Forests & Field -

Director, Melghat Tiger Reserve.

14.2 To explore linkages with nearby spots such as Muktagiri, Lonar, and Shegaon etc. and integrate

those with circuit of Melghat tourism area, package tours can be designed.

15. LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
15.1 A local Advisory committee has been formed by Govt. of Maharashtra by the GR no.
WLP2012/309/T'-1 dated 9th November 2012. The said GR is attached as annexure no. III for ready

_reference.
Sr. No. Members ]

| Divisional Commissioner, Ex-officio Chairman
Amravati

2 Hon’ble Shri Kevalram Kale, M. L. A. Tiger Member
M.L.A. Melghat Project Area )

3 Collector, Amravati Ex-officio Member

4 Chief Conservator of Forest and | Ex-officio Member Secretary
Field Director, MTR, Amravati

5 Dy. Conservator of Forest, Ex-officio Member
Amravati

6 Dy. Conservator of Forest, East | Ex-officio Member
Melghat Forest Division,
Chikhaldara ! C

7 Dy. Conservator of Forest, West | Ex-officio Member
Melghat Forest Division,

| Paratwada.

8 Regional Manager, MTDC, Ex-officio Member
Amravati.

9 Additional Tribal Commissioner, | Ex-officio Member
Amravati )

10 | Sub Divisional Officer, Dharni. | Ex-officio Member

]
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11 Shri Jayant Wadatkar Honorary WL Member
Warden
12 Shri Dayaram Kale Member Panchayat | Member
Samiti, Chikhaldara
13 Shri Kisanrao Dahikar Member Panchayat | Member
Samiti, Achalpur
14 | Shri G. N. Wankhade, H.O.D. Wildlife Researcher | Member
Zoology Deptt. SG.B. Vidyapith, | -
Amravati ;
15 | Shri. Dilip Kale, Principal Social | Social Scientist Member
[ Welfare College, Amravati - . . .
16 Shri. Harshawardhan Karande, Member Tourism Member -
Chikhaldara Sector
17 - | Shri Nishikant Kale, President Local Member
Nature Conservator Society, Environmentalist
Amravati, | S _ i ;
18 | Shri Amol Sawant, Satpuda’ Local Member
Foundation, Akola. ‘Environmentalist |
19 Shri Nilesh Dehankar, Ajinkya | Local Civil Society | Member
Adventure Group, Akola Member
20 | Shri M. B. Newaskar, President | Local Civil Society | Member
Palasful Bahu Uddeshiya Member
Sanstha, Chikhaldara

15.2 The functions of LAC will be:

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

£)

To review the tourism strategy with respect to the tiger reserve and make recommendation to
the state Government; .

To ensure computation of reserve specific carrying capacily and its implementation through
periodic review;

To ensure site specific norms on buildings and infrastructures in areas inside and close to tigers
reserve, keeping in view the corridor value and ecological aesthetics;

To advice local self-government and state government on issues relating to development of
tourism in and around tiger reserve.

Monitor half yearly all tourist facilities 1n and around tiger reserve vis-a-vis environmental
clearance, area of coverage, ownership, type of construction, number of employees etc. for
suggesting mitigation and retrofitting measures if needed.

Monitor regularly activities of tour operators to ensure that they do not cause disturbance to
animals, while taking visitors in to the tiger reserves;

To encourage tourism industry to augment employment opportunities for members of local

communities.



16. TEMPLES & PILGRIMAGES IN MTR

16.1  All transit camps and places of stay for such pilgrimage and entry inside shall be restricted to
nominated days in a year and only restricted to existing premises of pilgrimage. Mana;gement should
co-ordinate with temple authority to develop -a system for controlling number of pilgrimage so as to
matatain the ecological integrity of the area. - |
16.2 All rules relating to tourism facility including noise, building design, use of alternative energy
and fee passage to wik_ilifﬂ shall apply to such _p_ilgﬁfnagf; facilities.
.-16,3 Reévenue sharing with local community and ch.i-nm.el a minimum of 10 percent of gross revenue
collected i.n to development of local communities through the Gram Slahha_
16. 4 There are following religious and festival events happening in MTR:

1. Dharagarh Shivmandir Yatra organized in the month of Shravan every year.

2. Namala festival organized every year in the month of February.

3. Vairat temple

4. War — Bhairavgad Temple
More than 25000 pilgrims visit every year. Suitable arrangements will be made. Training to persons
from Forest Department as well as from VEDCs will be given for mob handling. Sanctity and eco-
friendliness will be maintained. Suitable ecofriendly measures will be established to minimize the

negative impacts on ecosystem. Awareness among Yatris will be created.
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DHARGHARH SHIV MANDIR YATRA

16.5 Pmpe:r signage’s will be erected.’ Routes w1ll be laid out so as to cause minimum dlsturbance to
furest and wildlife. Continuous patrolling and vigil will be dnnﬂ at war footing.

The local EDC shall be involved in the process of control & management of people, vehicle ete.
entering the protected areas during these yatra. Help will be taken from other departments to manage
crowd. Guidelines for temple boards/local NGO by governments both state and central will be taken
into consideration. A xerox copy of the steps taken during 2012 Dhargad Shiv Mandir Yatra is

attached as annexure no.V.

17. REGULATION OF TOURISM IN MTR

17.1 Though 12.66% area of core is permitted for low impact eco-tourism following regulations
should be implemented.
» Core Management should not manipulate habitat to inflate animal abundance for tourism
purpose.
» The water holes, cement-troughs should not be constructed near tourist routes but should be
constructed away from road.
» Visitor shall keep a minimum distance of more than 20 meter from all wildlife.

% Cordoning, luring or feeding of any wildlife in eco-tourism zone by any person is prohibited.

Y [



17.2 REGULATION OF VEHICULAR TOURISM OF CORE ZONE

The vehicles (Gypsy/Canter) to be used for wildlife safari will have to be registered with
Melghat Tiger Conservation Foundation. While registering vehicles the preference will be given to
first EDC then local owner and then others. The EDC will be promoted to purchase tourist vehicle
by Melghat Tiger Consen'atinn Foundation. The vehicle registered should be allowed on rotation
system. This will be regulated by Management of MTR so that all vehicles registered with
Fnuﬁdatiun get opportunity of employment. - ..
17.3 Conduct of visitors, while inside wildemesg areas like Sanctuary should be governed by some
' " easy and siﬁ.:pl'e to follow set of rules about which the ‘visitor should bc clearly and.prominently
| informed before entering into forests for wildlife viewing, undertaking nature walks like trekking or

even while staying in tourist accommodations. The visitors should also be informed about pros and

cons of undesirable misconduct.

17.4 DO’S:

. (i) Shooting with camera with proper permit.

(ii) Observing silence, desisting from playing of radios, tape recorders, blowing of horns etc.
(111) Moving in forest with proper permit.

(iv) Must be accompanied by registered guide.

(v) Avoiding movement in restricted areas.
(vi) Sticking to the instructions of the guide/forest personnel.

(vii) Using bio degradable material.

(viil) Observing rules regulations and orders in force in accommodation areas or areas designated for
tourists.

(ix) Booking in advance of the tourist accommodation.

(x) Timely payments of all the fees due.

(xi) Driving at a controlled speed and respect the rights of way for wild animals.

-32-
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(xii) Showing courtesy, respect and cooperation for reserve rules and staff on duty.
17.5 DON’TS- The following is the list of activities, which will attract action under provisions of
various laws. The visitors are advised to desist from such type of activities, which may constitute
offence under relevant Acts and Reserve rules and for which they may be charged for misconduct.
(i) Smnking of Cigarette, Cigar or Bidi, kindling of fire or leaving fm: un-extinguished in forests.
(ii) Playing of music, radio, tape recorder, making unnecessary noises at undesirable volume.
(ili) Moving in forest area without proper guide.
(iv) Non-following of reguléutiuns like getting down from vehicle.
; {v}-Litl_:ériﬁg on forest floor or acmmﬁﬂdaﬁm area wit_h' garbage or throwing nuﬁ-hiadegradﬁb]e
material. - . . |
(vi) Teasing, pelting stones, hurling objects etc at wild animals or chasing, yelling at wild animals.
Inflicting injuries or cutting of trees, plucking of plants, its parts, uprooting plants.
(viii) Using camera without proper permission.
(ix) Using flashguns, flashlights in night.
(x) Speeding of vehicle beyond the desired speed limit.
(xi) Contaminating or poisoning of important habitat resources like waterholes, Saltlicks, wallows
elc.
(xii) Moving in restricted area and after closure period.
(xiii) Use of perfumes or strong smelling chemicals.
(xiv) Accompanying with pet animals.
(xv) Carrying arms.
(xvi) Picking and bagging of anything lying on the floor of forests.
(xvii) Trapping, plucking or carrying off any flora, fauna or their part.
(xviii) Indulging in alcoholism or drugs

. (xix) Indulging in immoral activities.



(xx) Bribing officials or government personnel,
(xx1) Not paying dues in time.
(xxii) Causing disturbance in the campus.
(xxiii) Non return or stealing of articles from library, accommodation, museum ete,
(xxiv) Causing damage to prﬁpert:-,» of MTR.
(xxv) Drawing graffiti or painting walls, trees etc.
(xxvi}-Campiﬁg in fqrests without proper permits,
(oxvii) Wearing indecent clothes ot indecent behavior that will hurt local culture.

Violation of any uf abﬁ'.'c restriction will be penahzed b}r fine not. less than Rs. 500/- and may
extend up to Rs. 2,500/-. In case violation is done by registered Gypqyf canter owner or guide along
with fine, his authur:zatmn to enter Tiger Reserve tourism zone will be suspended for minimum 7
days, which may extend up to one month. Any violation done by tourist should be reported to

nearest park authority by tourist guide immediately failing he will be treated as violator himself.

17.6 REGULATIONS OF TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE IN CORE AND BUFFER:-

CORE: - NO new tourist infrastructure (j.c. places for stay, canteen/ restaurants) will be constructed
in core zone. Any type of tourism infrastructure including toilet block, interpretation centre etc.
should not be erected on relocated village sites.

BUFFER: - No new tourism infrastructure should be set up by government or any person or any
organization in village boundary of villages listed as No Go arcas. Only small low impact
community stay/ home stay by local villagers, local community, village Eco-development

Committee or Grampchyat can be set up. The regulation of tourism infrastructures in buffer will be

governed by following rules.
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o New tourism infrastructure except gates, check nakas, signages cannot be setup on forest

land in notified buffer area.

The existing tourist infrastructure, present in No Go areas should be made confirm to
environment friendly low impact, aesthetic including solar energy, waste recycling, rainwater
harvesting, m'.ilural cross ventilation, proper sewage disposal a_ﬁd merging with the
surrounding habitat. The infrastructures and activities must __a;_ihere_tq all environmental
norms. District Revenue and Tiger Reserve autiinriticé .shail ensure that all tourist facilities in

No Go zone should comply {vith all above norms up to 30.09.2013, otherwise all f;ypt: of

: pﬂﬁniﬁéi.ﬂ_nf license should be cancelled.

All new tourist infrastructure set up in other than No Go zone should be of low height (only

ground floor), environment friendly, low impact, aesthetic architecture 50% of their energy

consumption should be met from solar and biogas resources. Waste recycling rainwater
harvesting arrangement should be made in each facility. The facilities set up should have
natural cross ventilation, proper sewage disposal arrangement the structure should merge
with surrounding habitat. Tourism facilities shall adhere to pollution norms (noise, solid
waste, air and water etc.) under the respective laws or rules for time being in force. Outdoor
high intensity illumination should not be installﬁd.‘Lights outside the buildings should be at
the height below 7feet and should be covered on top so that it well not illuminate upside. The
tourist facilities should not be setup unless all environmental clearances, No objection
Certificate from all authorities including Field Director, MTR are received. District Revenue
and Tiger Reserve authority shall ensure that above mentioned guidelines are followed by
each and every one. Any violation should be referred to the appropriate authority under
intimation to NTCA for taking action in accordance to the relevant provisions of the law.

The existing resorts, private hotels and government rest houses will ensure eco-friendly

practices by

e



1. Prohibiting plastic use

2. Installation of rainwater harvesting structures

3.. Use of biogas, solar and wind power for energy needs

4. Compliance of the directions given by LAC and Field Director, MTR
There shall be a complete ban nﬁ burying, burring or otherwise disposing nunrbindegradables
or toxic waste in the bul_T;_r area of Tiger Reserve proper plan for dispusa] of degradable
waste shall be déﬁelnped and strictly implemented. -
Asbestos should not be used in any tourism facility set up in h}._lifer. Existing Asbestos shnu;d
be repl:-:’u:_:-cd'_lﬁy suitable material.
Barbed w1re fencing should not be erected around any tourism facilities. Existing Barbed
wire fencing shﬁuid be replaced by suitable material, |
All the tourism r;umplcxcs, resorts, home stays, community stays, Government rest houses,
canteens, restaurants should not use wood as fuel for any purpose other than for small camp
fire. For camp fire wood should be purchased from Forest Department or FDCM sale depot
with proper receipt. The receipt should be produced at the time of inspection by authorities.
All tourist facilities falling within buffer zone of tiger reserve shall be reviewed regularly by
Local Advisory Committee for environment clearance, area of coverage, ownership, type of
construction, number of employee etc. LAC should take appropriate action for non-
compliance and suggest mitigation and retrofitting measures if needed. The LAC or its duly
authorized member, Collector, Field Director MTR, DCFs (MTR Administration) should
have right to access any tourist facility as and when required.
Existing tourism facility in core/ buffer run by Forest Department or FDCM will be renewed,
landscaped and refurnished as per plan prepared by Unison Project Management Pvt, Ltd. a

consultant appointed by Government of Maharashtra. The expenditure to be incurred on such
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work should be met from Eco-Tourism Development (State/ District Plan) TSP state plan,
Campa, tourism development fund received from MTDC or Central Government.

o Tourist facilities and tour operators shall not cause any disturbance to animals in core or
buffer.

o No new infrastructure for tourism (except for minor alternations in existing rﬁudesl home
stays) will be allowed to bc developed in buffer of Melghat Tiger Reserve till this plan is
ap-pmve& as per the pn}v.isiuns of the Wildlife (Pmtecli-l:m) Act. 1972 as amended time to
time.

0 | All the- rcsq_fts or operator at tourisnt facilities in buffer. of Melgh_;i[ Tige_f Reserve should -
emp.]u;f 100% non-skjll.cd and semi-skilled worker ﬁ*mﬁ tl;le same village where facility is
situated or from neighboring village.

o The resuﬁ management/ tourism facility management should impart training to local
villagers in skill development within one year of sanction of this eco-tourism plan and then
employ 75% of skilled workers from same village or neighboring village failing which

penalty should be imposed by LAC.

18. PERIOD OF PLAN

As the Eco-Tourism Plan is part of Tiger Conservation Plan, the period of this plan will be

co-terminus with Tiger Conservation Plan i.e. 10 years.

19. CONTRAVENTION OF PLAN
As this Eco-Tourism Plan for Melghat Tiger Reserve is prepared as per National Tiger

Conservation Authority [a statutory body as per Wildlife (Protection) Act. 1972] guidelines issued

on 15.10.2012 and Supreme Courts order dated 16.10.2012, contravention of any provision or



conditions laid in this Eco-Tourism Plan by any person or organizations shall be liable for an offence

under sub section (2) of section 38 “0” of the Wildlife (Protection) Act. 1972.
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ANNEXURE -1

CONTACT INFORMATION

. CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF FOREST AND FIELD

DIRECTOR, MELGHAT TIGER PROJECT
CAMP: AMRAVATI — 444602
PHONE NO: 0721 - 2551766, 2662792

. DEPUTY CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS. |
MELGHAT TIGER PROJECT, SIPNA WILD LIFE-
'DIVISION, TIMBER DEPOT, PARATWADA,

DISTT: AMRAVATI 444805 -
PHONE NO : 07223220214

3. DEPUTY CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS,

MELGHAT TIGER PROJECT, GUGAMAL WILD
LIFE DIVISION, TIMBER DEPOT, PARATWADA
DISTT: AMRAVATI 444805

PHONE NO : 07223222643

3

. DEPUTY CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS,

MELGHAT TIGER PROJECT, AKOT WILD LIFE
DIVISION, POPATKHEDA ROAD, AKOT
DISTT: AKOLA

ProNENO @ ONREY 225 %M
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ANNEXDRE -1

I. No. 15-31/2012-NTCA
Government of India
Ministry of Environment & Forests
National Tiger Conservation Authority

g ! .

Annzxe No, 5, Bikaner House
Shahjahan Road, New Delhi-110011
Telefax: 2338 9883

“Femail: jdntea@gmail.com

Dated the 15" October, 2012

it

The Chief Wildlife Warden(s),
All Tiger Range States.

Sub: Comprehensive Guidelines for tiger mnsewntiﬁn and tourism as
provided under scction 380 (1) (c) of the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972,

Sir,

| am directed to forward herewith a set of *Comprehensive Guidelines
for tiger conservation and Lourism’ under section 380 (1} (c) of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972 for your kind information and needful action from

your end.

: Yours faithfully,
Encl: As abave ff),

— o

(S.P. Yadav)
Deputy Inspector General (NTCA)

Copy to:

PS to MEL.

PPS to Secretary, Mol

PPS to DGF & S8, MoEF,

PS to ADGs — WL/FC/PT.

All Chief Secretary, Tiger Range States.

All Principal Secretary / Addl. Chief Secretary, Tiger Range Stales.
All PCCF, Tiger Range States.

Al officers of the NTCA HQ & Regional Dffices.

:‘ALJG\_L.J‘\L'._IJI['-\..J:_"
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.?a;ne & ]_'}é.:;ignatiun Name ‘i'.ﬂesignatiml 1 Name & l.J'ésignatiun
{(With Stamp) _{With Stamp) {(With Stamp)

| Dated: . Dated: ~ Dated:
PARI-B

GUIDE]L JNES F(}l{ TOURISM IN AND AROUND TIGER RESERVES
PREAMBLE. : '

Whereas, healthy natural ecosystems are critical to the ecological well-being of all
living entities, and especially for the economic security of people. Tourism in the form
of ecotourism has the potential to enhance public awareness, education, and wildlife
conservation, while providing nature-compdtible local livelihoods and greater
incomes for a large number of people living around natural ecosystem which can help
to contribute directly to the protection of wildlife or forest areas, while making the
local community stakeholders and owners in the process.

Whereas, the Central Government considers it necessary 12 lay down a framework
Guidelines an the selection, planning, development, implemientation and monitoring
of tourism in tiger reserves of the country with a view to recognise that tiger reserves
and their landscapes are diverse, specific State Tourism and Ecotourism Sirategies o
he developed by the concerned State Governments and Tourism and Ecofourism
Plans io be developed by the concerned Authorities.

These Cueidelines are framed under section 38-0 (¢) of the Wild Life (Protection) Aci,
1972 (WLPA), the provisions of ihe Scheduled Tribes and Other Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 20086, (FRA), Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled
Areas) Act, 1996, (PESA) and Part IX of the Constitution of India, besides other laws
in force, These Guidelines are in consonance with the Guidelines of the Centrally
Sponsored Scheme of Praject Tiger.

1. THE NEED FOR GUIDELINES.

i1 The objective of these Guidelines is to move from wildlife tourism to
ecotourism which is defined as ‘responsible travel to natural areas that conserves

the environment and improves the well-being of local people’. Given the

conditions in India, it is proposed that ecotourism in:ludes tourism that is

community based and community driven. The aim should be to move towards a

system of tourism around tiger reserves which is primarily community based

tourism. Such tourism should be low-impact. educational and conserve the

ecology and environment, while directly benefiting the economic wellbemg of

local comninnities.

.2 The primary objective of tiger reserves is 1o conserve liger source
populations that also act as an umbrella for biodiversity conservation. Ihese

areas provide a whole host of ecosystem services and opportunities for tourism.

]
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tnplanned and unregulated tourism in such landscapes can destroy the very
environment that attracts such tourism in the firgt place. Hence, there is a need
to move towards a model of tourism that is responsible and compatible with
these fragile landscapes. -

13 Tourism, when practiced appropriately, is an important economiic and
educational activity. It has the scope to link to a wider constituency and build.
conservation support while raising awareness about the worth and fragility of
such ecosystems in the public at Jarge. It also promotes the non-consumptive use

of wilderness areas, for the benefit of local communities living around and -

dependent on these fragile landscapes.

b4 In the absence of proper planning and regulation, there has been a
mushrooming of tourist facilities in recent years around tiger reserves which has
led to -the exploitation, .degradation, disturbance and misuse of fragile
ecosystems. It has also led to misuse of the term “ecotourism’, often .o the
detriment of the ecosystems and fowards further alienation of local people and
communities,

|5 These Guidelines are applicable to arcas in and around tiger reserves.
.6 PRINCIPLES (J.F TOURISM IN AND AROUND TIGER RESERVES.

The persons who iniplement and participate in tourism activities shall, inter
afia, practice the following principles, namely:—

(a) adopt low-impact wildlife tourism which protects ecological
integrity of forest and wildlife areas, secure wildlife values
of the destination and its surrounding areas;

(b) engage with Gram Sabhas as defined in the Scheduled
Tribes and Other Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights), Act 2006 (FRA) and Panchayat (Extension to
Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 (PESA) to facilitate decisian
making; . ;

(c) ensure free participation and prior informed consent of
Gram Sabhas and all other stake holders;

(d) develop mechanisms to generate revenues from wildlife
tourism.for the welfare and economic up-liftment of local
communities;

(e highlight the biodiversity richness, their values and their
ecological services o peop ]

(H highlight the heritage value of Tndia’s wilderness and tiger
reserves;

(g) build environmental, cultural awareness and respect,

(h) facilitate the sustainability of tourisi enterprises and
activities;

(i) provide livelihood opportunities 1o local communities:
() promote sustainable use of indigenous materials for tourism
activities;

(k) promote processes for forest dwellers to control and
maintain their resources, culture and rights so as to
minimize negative impacts.

A




2. GUIDEL[NES FOR DEYELUPING STATE TOURISM STRATEGY
FOR TIGER RESERVES.

2.1  The following paragraphs provide the broad framework for each
- stakeholder.

22 Synergy and collaboration amongst the Central Government, and
relevant State Government Departments, forest dwellers, local communities and
civil society institutions are vital for ensurmg suc::ﬂssful intplementation of (he
Guidelines.

2.1.  State Governments,

2.1.1. The State-level Tourism and Ecotourism Strategy for Tiger Reserves shall
be in tune with these guidelines. Ecologically sensitive land use policies related to
tourism shall be specified by the State Government for the landscape
surrounding tiger reserves. Adequate provisions shall be made to ensure-that
ecotourism does not get relegated to purely high-end, exclusive tourism, leaving
out local communities. Relevant modifications in State rules and regulations’
should be carried out in order to ensure adherence to these standards by
tourism developers and operators. All States-Governments shall notify the State-
level Tourism and Fcotourism Strategy within one year from the date of
notification of these Guidelines.

2.1.2. The State Governments shall endeavour to develop a State-level policy to
favour ecotourism in place of wildlifi: tourism as a comprehensive plan to ensure
that the primary objective of tiger conservation is not compromised and inter
alia, include;

(i) maintaining integrity and connectivity of tiger reserves;

(ii} lpcal community rights, participation and benefit-sharing;

(i) sound environmental design and sustainable use of indigenous
materials;

(iv) censervation education and training;

{(v)  adequate machinery for monitoring and evaluation of the impact of
ecotourism activities on wildlife conservation and local
communities;

(vi) capacity building of local communities in planning, providing and
managing scotourism facilities;

(vii} development of apprcpriate land use and water management
planning and regulation for maintaining the ecological integrity of
landscape in and around tiger reserves.

2.1.3. No new tourist infrastructure shall to be set up within the core or critical
tiger habitat of tiger reserves, in violation of the provisions of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, and the direcives of the Honourable Supreme Courl.

2.1.4. The State Level Steering Committee under section 38U of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972 shall review the implementation of the State-level
Tourism and Ecotourism Strategy in Tiger Reserves.

2.1.5. The State Governments shall dzvelop a system o ensure that gate receipts



not cause disturbance to animals while taking visitors into the tiger
reserves; :

(g} to encourage tourism industry 1o augment employment
opportunities for members of local communities.

2.1.9. Local Advisory Committee shall consist of:

(a) Divisional Commissioner or an officer of equivalent rank to be
nominated by the State Government - Chairperson;

b} Member/s of the State Legisiatum represeniing the area comprising
" of the concerned tiger réserve -

(c) District Collector/s . )

(d) Tiger Reserve Field Director (Member Secretary)

(e) Local Territorial Di\_f'iS'mna! Forests Officers

(f) Honorary Wildlife Warden (if present)

(g)  Official of State Tourism ‘_Dc{ahrtm@nt :

(hy  Official of the State Tribal Department

(i} one Block Development Officer or Sub Divisional Magistrate 1o be
nominated by the State Government
(i) twa Members of Local Panchayats to be nominated by the State

CGrovermiment

(k) one Wildlife scientist to be nominated by the State Government

(n one Social scientist to be nominated by the State Government

{m} oneg representative of the tourism sectar [0 be nominated by the
State Government

(1) two local conservationists to be nominated 2y the State

Government

(o)  two representative from a local, registered Civil Society Institution
to be nominated by the State Government

(p)  Provided that the Gram Sabhas and in case of North Eastern

' States, the traditional village councils shall be recognized as

equivalent to Panchayaf Members, wherever such councils exist.

2.1.10 For tourism in a tiger reserve, the Tiger Conservation Foundation
shall be the overseeing authority.

21110 Terms of reference and tenure of the Local Advisory Committees
shall be determined by the State Government.

1.2, Tiger Reserve Management in the context of tourism.

221 The Chief Wildlife Warden of the State shall ensure that each tiger
reserve prepates a tourism plan, as parl of the Tiger Conservation Plan vis-a-vis
the technical Guidelines of the National Tiger Conservation Authority. The plan
shall inter alia, include identification of corridor connectivity and important
wildlife hahitats and mechanisms to secure them. This site-specific tourism plan
forming part of the Tiger Conservation Plan shall be approved as per the
provisions of the Wild Life [Pmtcction} Act, 1972. Prior to this approval, no
new infrastructure for tourism {except for minor alterations in existing modest
home stays) shall be allowed to be developed in and around tiger reserves.

46 |




from tiger reserves are utilised by their management for specific conservation
purposes and shall not to go as revenue to the State Exchequer. This will ensure
that resources generated from tourism can be earmarked for protection,
conservation and local livelihood development, tackling human-wild animal
conflict and welfare measures of field staff. d

271.6. Since the tourism industry in and around tiger reserves is sustained
primarily from the non-consump-ive use of wildlife resources and the local
communities .are the ones that bear the brunt of conservation, the State
Governments may charge a co nservation fee from the tourism industry for eco-
development and local community upliftment works. The conservation fee shall
be decided on the number of beds in a facility, the duration of-operation of the
facility (seasonal or year round] and on a luxuly classification system such as
home stay (fee for which will not te charged up to a 6 bed facility), to high end
. {which will have the maximum quantum of the fee), The suggested fee structure
may range between Rs. 500 to Hs. 3000 per room per month, The rate of
' conservation fee and tourist facility strata shall be determined by the State
Government, and the fund thus collected shall be earmarked to address local

livelihood development, human-wildlife conflict management and conservation '
through ecodevelopment and not go fo the State Exchequer as specified in
2.1.5 above.

217 + The fund shall be administered by the Tiger Conservation Foundations
with the Tourism Industry having a say in how and where this fund is to be
utilized, and mechanisms for which need (o be worked out at specific tiger
reserves. The fund shall be used for all the villages located within or adjacent to
the tiger reserves. Every State Government shall notify the rate of local
conservation fee within a year from the date of notification of these Guidelines.
The rate of fee shall be revised periodically taking into consideration the cost of
operation. The rationale for a local conservation fee should be clearly explained
to the public at large, through clear signages at local tourist facilities. The State
Government shall put in place a transparent mechanism for utilisation of these
funds involving the tiger reserve management through the Tiger Conservation
Foundations and Gram Sabhas.

918 A Loecal Advisory Commitiee (hercinafler referred to as LAC) shall be
constituted for each tiger reserve by the State Government, The LAC shall have
the following functions, namely:

{a) to review the tourism strategy with respect to the tiger reserve and
make recommendations to the State Government;

(b)  to ensure computation of reserve specific carrying capacity and its
implementation through periodic reviews;

(c) to ensure site specific norms on buildings, and infrastructures in

: areas inside and closz to tiger reserves, keeping in view the corridor
value and ecological aesthetics; _

(d) to advise local self Government and State Government on issues
rélating to development of tourism in and around tiger reserves;

(e) monitor regularly (at least half yearly) all tourist facilities n
and around tiger reserves vis-a-vis environmental clearance, area
of coverage, ownership, type of construction, number of employees,
etc., for suggesting mitigation and retrofitting measures if needed.

(f) monitor regularly activities of tour operators to ensure that they do

A
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2.2.2 The tourism plan shall, inter alia, include a monitoring mechanism,

estimated carrying capacity (a suggested model mechanism to calculate carrying
capacity, is provided in Annexure-1 and Annexure-II, which may be modified on
a site specific basis), tourism zones and demarcation Uf the area open to tourism
on the basis of objective and scientific criteria.

223. The tourism plan should be consistent with the State Tourism and
Ecotourism Strategy and shall also be approved by the LAC and the State
Government,

22.4 The planshall:
(i) identify (using landscape ecological principles and tools) and.
monitar the ecologically sensitive areas surrounding tiger reserves,
in order to ensure the ecological integrity of corridor and buffer
_areas, and prevent corridor encroachment;
- (i) assess carrying capacity of the tiger reserve;- at three levels:
. physical, real and effective and permissible: carrying capacity of
visitors and vehicles as well as residential facilities in and around
the tiger reserve (in accordance with Annexure-I, Annexure-II).
On the lines of the illustrative calculation provided for vehicular
tourist visitation, carrying capacity needs (5 be computed on a site
specific basis for tourist visitation invelving elephant, boat and
foot travel. Explore the possibility of techmological tools (Global
Positioning System, wireless, etc.) to manage traffic and spacing of
tourist vehicles within tiger reserves;

{(iii)  set a ceiling level on number of visitors allowed to enter a tiger
reserve at any given time, based on the carrying capacity of the
labitat;

(i) indicate the area open to tourism in the reserves to be designated
as ‘eco-fourisim zone';

(V) ensure visitor entry into tiger reserves through vehicles registered
with the tiger reserve management, accompanied by authorised
guide;

(vi) develop a participatory community-based tourism strategy, in
collaboration with local communities, to ensure long-term local-
community benefit-sharing, and promoticn of activities run by
local communities.

(vii) develop codes and standards for privately-operated tourist

i facilities located in the wvicinily of core or critical tiger habitats,
eco-sensitive zones or buffer areas, with 8 view to, inter alia,
ensure benefit and income to local communities;

(viii) develop monitoring mechanisms to assess impact of tourism
activities on the wildlife and its habitat so as to minimize them;

(ix) develop generic guidelines for environmentally acceptable and
culturally appropriate practices, and for all new constructions,

(x) set up lists 0f Do’s and Don’ts [or visitors;

(xiy  provide for subsidized visits of students while fostering educational
extension activities.

2.2.5. In the case of human animal conflicts, compensation shall be paid within
the period as per Citizen’s Charter, apart from immediate payment of ex gratia.

35
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by the Local Advisory Committee on a site specific basis.

2.2.8.1. Any core area in a tiger reserve from which relocation has been carried
out, shall not be used for tourism infrastructure.

2.2.9. Forest dwellers who have been relocated from -core or critical tiger
habitat to the Buffer shall be given priority in terms of livelihood generation
activities related to community-based ecotourism in the tiger reserve. Tiger
reserve management shall make a special effort in this regard, besides a periodic
réview to ensure its compliance. Bt '
2.2.10. Tourism infrastructure shall conform to environment-friendly, low-
impact aesthetic. architecture, including solar energy, waste recycling,
rainwater harvesting, natural cross-ventilation, proper sewage disposal and
merging with the surrounding habitat. Violations of these norms will be
appropriately dealt with by the LAC.-Any violation of the guidelines- will be

_referred to the'appropriate authorities under intimation to the NTCA, for taking

action in accordance to the relevant provisions of the law.

2.2.11. The District Revenue and tiger reserve authorities shall ensure that all
tourist facilities within a zone of influence (to be identified by the LAC) in the
context of corefcritical tiger habitats in tiger reserves must adhere to all
environmental clearances, noise pollution norms, and are non-polluting,
blending in with surroundings. Severe penalties must be imposed for non-
compliance,

2.2.12. Permanent tourist facilities located inside core or critical tiger habitat,
which are being used for wildlife tourism shall be phased out on a time frame
decided by the LAC. Strict plans ensuring low impact adherence by these
facilities shall be developed and approved by LAC for implementation. There
shall be no privately run facilities such as catering, etc., inside the core or critical
tiger habitat where night stay is permitted, Such existing facilities if any, are to
be run by thé Tiger Conservation Foundations.

2.2.13. All tourism facilities located within the zone of influence (as determined
by the LAC) in the context of the tigér reserve shall adhere to pollution norms
(noise, solid waste, air and water, ete.), under the respective laws or rules for the
time being in force. Outdoor high intensity illumination shall not be utilized as it
disturbs nocturnal wild animal activities.

22.14. There shall be a complete ban on burying, burning or otherwise
disposing non- biodegradable or toxic waste in and around the tiger reserve.
Proper plan for disposal for degradable waste shall be developed and strictly
implemented.

22.15. Management of habitat to inflate animal abundance.for tourism
purposes shall not be practiced within the core or critical habitat. Visitors shall
keep a minimum distance of more than 20 meter from all wildlife; cordoning,
Juring or feeding of any wildlife shall be prohibited. Minimum distance between
vehicles while spotting wildlife shall be maintained at 50 meters. Vehicles shall
not monopolize a wildlife sighting for more than 15 minutes.

2.2.16. To avoid the number of visitors and vehicles exceeding carrying capacity,
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tiger reserve Managers shall establish an advance booking system to control
tourist and vehicle numbers. Rules of booking shall be transparent and,
violators shall be penalized. '

2.2.17. Tiger reserve authorities shall delinsale an adequate and appropriate
‘area for the visitor facility outside the protected area.

52.18. Tourism activities in a tiger resarves shall be under the overall guidance
of the respective Tiger Conservation Fo undations and the LACs.

2.3. Tourist facilities and Tour operalors,

23.1. Tourism infrastructure must sonform to environment-friendly, low-
_impact, low height aesthetic architecture; renewable including solar energy,
waste _recycling,- water management, natural cross-ventilation, 0o usc of
asbestos, discharge .of only treated sewage, no air pollution, minimal outdoor
lighting, and merging with the surrounding landscape. ' ) ’

2.32. The use of battery operated vzhicles shall be encouraged to minimize .
pollution wherever terrain permits ’

233 A 'curriculum’' shall be developed for training of guides and drivers in
the art, craft and ethics of wildlife tonrisi, resulting in certification. All guides
and drivers shall compulsorily go through a short course in interpretation and
rules and regulations followed by an cral examination before being certifiad by
the Tiger Conservation Foundation. Courses may be scheduled during the non-
tourist season. All certified puides and drivers shall wear appropriately
designed uniforms with name tags and badges. This will instil a sense of pride,
discipline and accountability. Prior to every tourist season, certified guides and
drivers shall go through a refresher course of workshop. These shall also build
up their capacity to identify birds and provide natural history information on
other species, to slowly wean them away from a tiger-centric obsession. A
periodic assessment of their performance shall be reviewed by the LAC before
reissuing their licences. :

2.3.4. All tourist facilities falling within the zone of influence of & tiger reserve
chall be reviewed regularly by the Local Advisory Committee vis-A-vis
environmental clearance, area of coverage, ownership, type of construction,
number of employees, etc., for su ggesting mitigation and retrofitling measures if
needed.

235, All tourist facilities, old and new shall aim fo generate at |east 50% of
their total energy and fuel requircments from alternate energy sources that may
include solar and biogas.

2.3.6. The use of wood as fuel shall be prohibited, except for campfires for
which wood must be procured from State Forest Department or the Farest
Development Corporation depots.

23.7. In order to allow free passage to wildlife, developments shall be sensitive
to the conservation of flora and fauny, and the corridor value of the area in and
around tiger reserves,
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' - ANNEXURE-I

ESTIMATION OF CARRYING CAPACITY*
(I}iustratlve Calculation for vehicle based tourist visitation, Example: Kanha
Tiger Reserve)

(a) Physical Carrying Capacity (PCC): This is the “maximum number of visitors
that can physically fit into a defined space, over a particular time”. It is
expressed as: - : : o '

PCC=A X Via X RF

Where, A = available area for public use

V/a = one visitor / M*

[ = rotation factor (number of visits per day)

In order to measure the PCC to Kanha, the following - criteria "must be taken

into account: :

Only vehicular movements on forest roads are permitted

The “standing area” is not relevant. bul “closeness’ between vehicles is
important

There is a required distance ol at least 500 m (** km.} between 2 vehicles to

avoid dust (2 vehicles / km.)

At least 3 4 hours are needed for a single park excursion

The protected area is open to tourists for 9 months in a year and 9 hours per
day

Linear road lengths within the tou rist zone are more relevant than area,
and the total lengths are:

[ Kanha | 107.20km.

T s

T Mukki | 103km
Total | 282.760r283km. |

Due to constant vehicular use, the entire road length of 283 km. is prone
to erosion, out of which around 90 km. s affected
mMore

Rotation Factor (Rf) = Opening period

Average time of one visit

Physical Carr}ring'{:apacit}r_ (PCC) = 283 km. x 2 vehicles / km. x2.6

= 1471.6 or 1472 visits / day




(b) Real Cairying Capacity (RCC): RCC is the maximum permissible number of
visits to a site, once the “reductive factors” (corrective) dzrived from the particular
characteristics of the site have been applied to the PCC. These “reductive
factors” (corrective) are based on biophysical, environmental, ecological, social
and management variables.

RCC = PCC ~ Cf; = Cfy eeretommeemees
cf 5 8

Where Cfis a corrective factor expressed asa perc'eﬁl;age. Thus, the
formula for calculating RCC is:

RCC =PCC x 100 = Cfx100=CLX ..oevoenr 100- CF,
100 100 :

" Corrective Factors are “site-specific”, and are-expressed in

percentige as below: Cf= M, x 100
M,
Where: CF=corrective factor
M, = limiting magnitude of the variable
M = total magnitude of the variable

(1 Road erosion: Here the susceptibility of the site is taken into account.

Total road length = 283 km. (M)

Medium erosion sink = 50 km. (weighting factor: 2)
High erosion risk = 40 km. (weighting factor:

3) i
M,=5L‘Jx.’<‘.l4ﬁ33'—1ﬂ{}+|52{}=22[1km. :
M,= 283 km.

20 x 100 =778 ar T8 %
B

[}

[ |

L]

T

(ii) Disturbance to Wildlife: Here, species that are prone (o disturbance owing to
visitation are considered. The Central Indian barasingha, a highly endangered,
endemic species found only i Kanha has a courtship seriod of about 1 month in
winter, during which it is extremely sensitive to disturbance. Likewise, the peak
courtship activity for spotted deer lasts for two months before the onset of regular
monsoon, As far as tigers are concerned, newborns are seen between March and May
and also during the rains; hence an average value of two months in a year can be
considered as the matter phase.

Corrector Factor (C) = limiting months / year X 100
12 months / year

Corrective Factor for barasingha

..................’....Q',‘.‘...........l



Cfw,=1x100=11.1%
9
. 59
Corrective Factor for spotted deer :

Cfw,=2x100=222%
9

Corrective Factor for tiger

- Cf w22 %100=22.2%
9 .
Overall corrective factor for disturbance of wildlife in Kanha National Park =
Cfw=CL+ Cf,+ Cf,
: =111+ 2_2.2 + 222=5550r535%

(iiiy ~ Temporary Closing of Roads: For maintenance or other managerial reasons,
visitation to certain roads may be temporarily restricted within the Protected
Area. The Corrective Factor in this regard is calculated as:

Cf,= limiting weeks / year x 100
total weeks / year

In Kanha, an average value of 2 limiting weeks per year may be considered as
the
“limiting weeks"”, and thus the corrective factor works out to:

Cl= 2 weeks/ year x 100 =35.5%
36 weeks / year

Computation of RCC

ROC = 1472 x 100-78 x 100-55 x 100-5.5

100 100 100

= 1472 (0.22 x 0.45 x 0.93)
= |38.4 or 138 visits / day

(c) Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity (ECC): ECC is the maximum
number of visitors that a site can sustain, given the management capacity (MC)
available. ECC is obtained by multiplying the real carrying capacity (RCC) with
the management capacity (MC). MC is defined as the sum of conditions that
protected area administration requires if it is to carry out its functions at the
optimum level, Limitations in management like lack of staff and infrastructure
limit the RCC.

For Kanha, owing to the paucity of staff the MC is arou nd 30%. Hence, ECC=

138 %
0.30 = 41.4 or 40 vehicles / day.
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End Notes

1 David B, Weaver (Eﬂ.} (EDDI},'“The. Encyclopedia of Ecotourism”, CABI Publishing,
UK. : . ;

2 Eagles, Paul F.J.,, McCool, Stephan F & Haynes Cristopher D (1998) “Sustainable
Tourism in Protected Areas: Guidelines for Planning and Management”, UNEF.

[F.No. 15-31/2012-NTCA]

Dr. Rajesh Gopal
. Member Secretary
National Tiger Conservation Authority
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List of Py operties with details of rooms/ suites and current tariff as applicable

. for 2012-13
- 1) KOLKAS m ; _
\Type . . [No.of Room/Suites | Tariff AR
| Tent % 5 - ; - ]
Dormitory : = = _‘
VIP Rest House : 3 Rs. 400/- Per suite |
2 SEMADDH ‘SANKUL ) )
" | Type .| No. of Room/ Suﬂeq Tariff
E 7 _type Hut | 4 i | Rs. 600/- Per hut |
| Circular Hut ; 6 | Rs. 400/~ Per hut
!_Dnrmimr}' _ .4 (64 bed capacity) | R, 60/- Perbed |
-3 SHAHANOORSANKUL
| Type No. of Room/ Suites ! “Tariff _
VIP Rest Hot | — N _ ' Rs, 4#][1‘ - Per suite
| Rest House | 2 Rs.200/- Per room
| Eco Hut _ -3 | Rs. 300/~ Per hut
: Dormitory _ 2 (40 bed capacity) B Rs. 60/- Per bed |
Tenis | 6 | Rs. 100/- Per suit |
~4) TARUBANDA
| Type _ __ | No. of Room/ Suites | Tariff ]
| Rest House o 1 ___| Rs. 400/- Per room |
3) CHAURAKUND _
Type No. of Room/ Suites | Tariff NS :
rT_{ét_ House 1 | Rs. 400/- Per room |
@ The check out time shall be 10.00 a.m,
¢ Canteen facilities are run by village eco-develo pment committees at
Shahanoor and Semadoh complex which the g guests can avail on payment
basis
» The nodal person for the online reservation shall be-

1) Shri Vishal Hanumant Mali
Assistant Conservator of Forests,

0



Gugamal Wildlife Division, Paratwada.
Mobile No. 09673866990
Email- jazzyforester@gmail.com
2) Shri Vijay Gulabrao Bende
Steno. O/o C.C.F. & F.D. _
Melghat Tiger Reserve, Amravati.
- Mobile No. 9325269027
Email- projecttigermelehat@email.com

Account no. of Melghat Tiger Reserve Conservation Foundation is as under-
Name of Bank-  Bank of Maharashtra

Branch-  Achalpur, Dist. Amravati.

Savings Ac/no.- 60056148435,

- IFSC code- MAHBO0008TE,

The online reservation through MTDC portal may be initiated from
15/12/2012.

Bus facilities for wildlife safari is available at Semadoh Sankul and the
charges per individual per trip is Rs. 40/- per seat.

The rate of entry fee for each private vehicle in Semadoh tourism zone for
wildlife safari in fixed time period is Rs. 60/- per trip,




ANNEXLRE VI

e e

1 | e B 10 9673801835
. 2 e RER 5 S
T - 9850440939
NG i i 9405578170
[ 75 [ e R S 07220-230218
i 7| urEgst VIP B 4 ﬂ{ 9423112221
| 8 | FwE" Rk 4 '
i_a__ M.T.D.C. R 10 07220-230234
" 10 | uwaga R 4 8308818503
T[St e R 2| 9422190488
| 12 | get Bt 14 |: 8149482273
i 13 | 5w e 7w 4 | 8308877734
14w g VIP 4 o T
A —— . | 07220-230224
: 15+ | ¥oie g NXC 2”
16 | Z.P.3x srod 3 9404107044
e | 10wRw | 7798638080 |

Cﬁ 5 _
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ANNEXDRE VIIL

FEEDBACK FORM

_T;.‘_mpﬂ of ﬁ_&gitm' : | - - - S

Home city i

Contact number B

Email ID ) g
 Cleanliness 1GOOD . AVERAGE BAD

Staff Politeness/ Hospitality GOOD . AVERAGE BAD
|[Guide © ~  [GOOD AVERAGE BAD

What aspects did you like most about the TOUR?

(WE ARE OPEN TO CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM)

MELGHAT TIGER RESERVE
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® old TousisED 7_,5'5:)6
® Coropd Ui
- Appendlix No- Lill
[ Details of the ared assigned for eco- _tourism carved.
° A = Tourism area from R. F. Sub- zone Sanﬁuary
" s “Name of - C—tﬁpu, Area ' Tota
® tourism zorie | No. \ TRE. | Non |
o Ll o Bl - G
Semadoh 237 726190 23790 |
& {ourism Zone | | | \
e 5 i e l' e — - ___.-'— ———— e, |
@ i 26670 | C m- 266.70 |
23 ﬁ__'-_,_\_iﬁliﬂ_
® o | 157.00 ~ [157.00
, 2L 371.50 |
@ 123 - [2329 2,70 |
& 243 T 208.00_ |
. 249.70 _:_-_ [ 249.70_ |
| il 1?&: 70|
| e 210.00 ‘\
@ S | 276.00 ||
& Ty |I 1"_! ! (}ﬂ )
. “4; H} '
e S — |
) | - )|
. # ) | 1'-_.'" bﬁ [
; oy | 13':) rﬂ [
=4 EEETER
. 204, ﬂ[} _!
® f e Jr 16190 _
& T | 28280 )
3 |. -'.-.7 |’]
Y K 33390
4 - l_.f 7 _EIJ___ |
® L_; {21650 |
5 - (0262 |
S _lEEm_L
| 5867.47 |
58.67 sq.kan.

I




" Range | Nameof |[Comptt | Ares | Total |
lourism zone No, R.T. |] Non
' | Forest
| 2 [WL Pn. | Harisal Harisal 649 208.800 : z
| No.2 tourism zone | .
X | 648 150.10 | - -
T ' 645 | 19500 | - -
] . | 596 [ 14912 | 3748 | 186.60
- ] 597 182.88 | 36.02 | 218.90 .
644 183.65 | 3525 | 218.90
p , . 643 231.50 - 231.50
i e 642 | 241.60 - | 24160
- | 639 221.40 - [ 22140
oy 641 218.90 - 218.90 |
- 615 | 285,70 - .| 28590
7 . .l.sl4 162,22 | 19.08 - | 18L30
613 312.00. | - 312.00
N . 617 | 173.60 | 173.60 |
i | 616 | 267.50 - 267.50 |
| i 640 | 16020 | - 160.20
N _ T[T 633 | 18048 | 3762 | 21800
A | : | e et B L ZRESO L ¢ | 2B6.50 ]
| 160 ] 26990 269.90 |
[ | B 620 [ 25370 253.70
i ) i 628 | 190.20 | 190.20
i _ 627 18740 | - 187.40 |
R [ Total 22 [F692.35) | 165.45 |@BSTED |
f— | |_Compt._|4712:35 | 4EB T 80
< __48.57 sq.km.
| [-do- Dhargad Gullarghat 1015 253.30 - | 25330
= tourism . o |
i | 1010 244.65 2525 | 269.90 |
i | loog 243.68 | 4572 | 289.40
i 1007 | 223.80 - | 22330
B i 1006 | 21040 - 210.40
| 1005 30070 | - 300.70
- B | 995 319.16 | 36.54 | 355.70.
| 1009 | 23990 Y 239.90
| 8 2034.89 | 107.51 | 2142.40 |
A (S T e F.“”!PL_.I..._ e pppe | ae

21:42.~:c|.1cm.'_

o - e & & 6 & 6 & a D 60 O 6o e OO e OO O 6 O O



oo 000
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Sr Division Range Name ol E{..'mup[t. .f"Ll'LLI | lotal

No. tourism zone No. RY. Non —[
4 | WLDn Chikhaldara | Chikhaldara 34 241.12 - | 310,80
, N tourism zone | i

[ ] o 35 | 42570 1 42570

| B [ | 66682 ~ 1766682
| | 667sq.km. |
L __ MUA R Sub Zone_ o N

5 |WLDn. [Haisal | Harisal tourism | 632 194.20 . 194,20

No.2 A - .. S U ([P A | F——

s dlhzes sy et 636 © | 289.60 | 122.4C-| 412.00

, I 63K - 170.00 _! - | 1700
]__ o & o= 637 | 256.20 | 25620 |
S S es0: 7| Ta0k00 4 L L T a0a00 |
N i 1654 19790 ' 119790 |
T ¥ _L 653 | 216.10) | 216,10 |
| T Tises00 ! 12240 | 1650.40 |
| ) % o _i____ I - ' ) | ) 1(:. ‘%EJ xq I{m _____

N
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Tourism Zone

Abstract |

Name of Tourism Forest Area in |Non Forest in Core |Total in Hect.

zone Core in Hect. |in Hect.

Semadoh-Harisal - 10356.89 ' 98:81 10455 .50

Narnala 795.97 0.00 79597

Wan 1883.37 4903 1942 .40

Dhargad-Gullarghat 3669.77 233.13 3902.90
- |Chikhaldara . 1587.15 291.45 1878.60

: ' ' 18303.15 672.22 18975.37

Say -139.?5 Sq. Km.




Harisal/Semadoh Tourism Zone

Core Area
SrNo |Comptt No  |Forest Area in |Non Forest Total Area in |Village Name
Hect. Area in Hect. |[Hect.
1 96 138.40 0.00 138.40
2 08 256.29 6.71 263.00] Semadoh
3 99 192.20 0.00 192.20
< 103 223,00 0.00 223.00
5 104 188.51 31.99 220.50| Semadoh
i) 105 257.40 0.00 257.40 '
7 106 196.30 (.00 196.30
8 107 23350 0.00 233.50
9 108 © - 191.40 _ 0.00 191.40
0] 116 "185.30 70.00 185.30
11 117 217.70 0.00]" 217.70
12 118 236.66 11.84 248.50 Pili
13 119 283.68 36.82 320.50f Semadoh
4 120 204,80 0.00 204.80
15 130 202.00 0.00 202.00
i} 131 257.80 0.00 257.80
17 132 271.90 0.00 271.90
18 148 255.40 0.00 255.40
19 149 274 80 0.00 274 80
20 150 248.10 0.00 248.10
21 151 192.60 0.00 192.60
22 154 173.20 0.00 173.20
23 155 276.00 0.00 276.00
24 156 189.40 0.00 189.40
25 157 184.90 0.00 184.90
26 158 205.60 0.00 205.60
27 161 252,90 0.00 252.90
28 162 277.20 0.00 277.20
29 163 204,00 0.00 204.00
30 165 242.80 0.00 242.80
31 166 167.50 0.00 167.50
32 170 160.20 0.00 160.20




200000 00© 000000090000 00°00 0O 0000005000

33 176 225.40 0.00 225.40
34 233 249,70 0.00 249.70
35 235 179.70 0.00 179.70
36 236 210.00 0.00 210,00
37 . 241 271.50 0.00 271.50
38 242 232.70 0.00 232.70
39 622 210.40 0.00 210.40
40 623 224.60 0.00 224.60
al| . 624 152.25 11.25 163.50
42 628 190.20 0.00 190.20
43 629 253.70 0.00 253.70
44 . 630 -~ 269.90 0.00 269.90}
45| - 631 286.50 0.00 286.50
46 648 150.10 0.00 150.10
47 649 208.80 0.00 208.80
Total 10356.89 98.61 10455.50
Narnala Tourism Zone (Core Zone)
SrNo  |Comptt No Forest Area in |Non Forest Total Area in |Village Name
Hect. Areain Heet. |Hect.
I 163 136.78 0.00 136.78
2 164 249.69 0.00 249.69
3 169 143.25 0.00 143.25
4 165 123.00 0.00 123
5 167 143.25 0.00 143.25
Total T95.97 0 795.97
Wan Tourism Zone (Core Zone)
SrNo |Comptt No |Forest Area in [Non Forest Total Area in |Village Name
Hect. Area in Hect. |Hect.
i 1087 234.70 0.00 234.70
2 1260 315.60 0.00 315.60
3 1261 250.90 0.00 250.90
4 1262 374.30 0.00 37430
> 1263 180.10 0.00 180.10
6 1264 265.10 0.00 265.10
7 1257 272.67 49.03 321.70{Nagartas
Total 1893.37 49.03 1942.40
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Dhargad - Gullarghat Tourism Zone (Core Zone)

SrNo |Comptt Noe |Forest Area in |Non Forest Total Area in |Village Name
Hect. Area in Hect. |Hect.
1 1003 239.20 0.00 239.20
2 1004 24930 0.00 24930
3 1005 300.70 0.00 300.70
4 1007 223.80 - 0,00 223.80
5 1008 243.68 45.72 289.40|Dhargad
6 1009 239.20 EI.T.}D_. '239.20
7| 1010 244.65 2525 269.90| Dhargad
8 1011 255.80 0.00 255.80
. 9 1014 27532 53.28 328.60|Gullarghat
10 1017 145.79 '_32.'}'1 178.50|Gullarghat ~
11 1102 220.21 ?5. 19 295.40|Somthana (B)
12 1103 203.10 0.00] 203.10
13 1104 270.12 0.98 271.10{Barukheda
14 112 268.70 0.00 268.70
15 1113 290.20 0.00 290.20
3669.77 233.13 3902.90
Chikhaldara Tourism Zone (Core Zone)
SrNo |[Comptt No  |Forest Area in [Non Forest Total Area in |Village Name
Hect. Area in Hect. |Hect.
1 34 241.12 69.68 310.8| Ambabarwa
2 36 25642 79.88 336.3
3 38 188.34 66.66 255.00
- 41 281.51 10.69 29220
5 42 297.26 64.54 361.80 Memna
6 784 322.50 0.00 322.50
1587.15 291.45 1878.60
Grand Total 18303.15 672.22 18975.37
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