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If you think you are only protecting

2967
TIGERS

then think again...!
By protecting Tigers,

you are protecting...

137 GRORES

HUMAN

population of India

i’i&h 2 Protection of tigers ensure protection

ATTP, of oxygen generating forests,
' water & ecological security.

SAVE TIGERS Globaﬂ
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29" July
www.magicalmelghat.com
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Magical Melghat
MOBILE APP

GETITON

P' Google Play
First time in the history of Melghat, the android
app for Melghat Tiger Reserve is now made " Dawnload on the
available on Google play store & i0S store. App Store
Download it for reservations of safari,
accommodation, night safari, full day safari, ) Bookings are also available on
machaan stay & many more activities. L www.magicalmelghat.com
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Greetings to all the readers of
this edition of Wild Melghat
e-magazine. As the world is in a
healing process from the Covid-19
pandemic | must take this
opportunity to pay my tribute to the
people who have fought and are still
fighting this deadly virus directly or
indirectly. Our prayers go out to the
lakhs who are affected and we salute
the frontline doctors, health &
hygiene workers, law enforcing
officers and those who have risked

their lives to keep the world from

Wild Melghat

* Editorial

giving up in this battle with the virus.
They all and many others are
collectively helping the world to heal.
Imagine 70 billion viruses that will
make a person sick weighs only
about 0.0000005 grams. When 4
million humans are affected the total
weight of the infecting viruses would
be 2 GRAMS! Since we have seen
that it does not take much to bring
Mankind to its knees, it is therefore
imperative that we respect the forces
of nature much more than ever

| before.

M.S. Reddy IFS

Additional Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests & Field Director,

Melghat Tiger Reserve, Amravati

This thought highlights the 7
importance of a Van Majoor, Beat
Guard, Round Officer, Forester and
a Range Forest Officer and many
more like them who are no less than
the Covid warriors. These 'Green
Warriors' are the primary guardians
of the rich natural heritage of the
country. Even during lockdown these
warriors have ensured that our green
heritage is protected and maintained
to give us the best outputs in the form
of clean air and water, the elements
supporting life on Earth. We have
also seen that when human
intervention has reduced, nature has
bounced back to regain some of its
lost glory. The airs and waters have
purified a lot and wildlife has tried to
regain its lost home. Though this
may seem a temporary phase, it
reinstates our belief in continuing the
conservation work having faith that
nature is also on our side.

Melghat is also a safe home for
the beautiful species — The Tiger.
Being the umbrella species the
presence of tiger in the forest is an
indicator of a good habitat and a rich
ecosystem. This edition of Wild

| Melghat coincides with the



commemoration of Global Tiger Day |

which falls on 29" July every year.
Tiger numbers in India are growing
at a steady rate which is a good sign
of the work done by the Forest
Department and many other groups
and individuals. Yet we must ensure
that there is no laxity ever in our
approach to protecting the home of
the tigers. Our scriptures have also
laid importance to the presence of
tigers in the forests. A shloka in
Mahabharat quotes that “The tiger
without the forest (to protect it) is
easily killed and so is the forest
without tigers in it (o overawe
people) easily cut down. The tiger
therefore protects the forest and the
forest the tiger”. | am very confident
that the sincere efforts of our
personnel and with good support
from the citizens we would be able to
increase the numbers of tigers in our
forests steadily.

This digital edition of Wild
Melghat is an endeavour to bring to
our readers worldwide some of the
happenings of the Melghat region
during this lockdown period. Itis also
a window for many to read and
understand about some intricate

details of wildlife management,
protection, eco tourism, research
and also human management
around the wild habitats of the
Melghat Tiger Reserve. It also
throws light on the work of the
frontline staffs that are protecting
these homes of the tigers and their
'kingdom', the forests of Melghat.
The Wild Melghat is different from
some of its contemporaries as its
articles are mainly authored by the
frontline staff themselves. Therefore
you might find the raw and wild flow
of penned down thoughts
overwhelming the flowery cosmetic

nature of aregular magazine.

| hope you will enjoy the articles
of Wild Melghat as much as my team
has enjoyed enthusiasti-cally
bringing them out to you in this form. |
congratulate the team of Wild
Melghat and the staff of Melghat
Tiger Reserve for doing their duties
to the best of their capacities
throughout the 365 days of the year.
Stay Safe. Stay Healthy.

M:S. Reddy IFS
APCCF & FD, MTR, Amravati.
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The day a tiger decides to step out!

Step out! | am a free ranging
animal. The territories of my male
counterparts extend sometimes over
150 to 200 square kilometers while
my female friends have theirs
between 30 to 60 square kms each. |
am the Tiger. King of the animal
world and protector of my forests.
Yet, stepping out today has become
a cause of worry for me and my
bretherens.

No, don't get me wrong! We are
not having any pandemic like
situation the humans have got
themselves into and are forced into
self created 'lockdowns' in their
homes. The fact is our 'homes' have
been reduced to small islands and

3 = Wild Melghat

pockets of forests surrounded by
oceans of human dominated
landscape which is the so called
'developed' world. Mind it, ours is the
'wild' part like the 'Wild Melghat'. But
today there are few such 'wild' areas.
Once upon a time just a few
centuries ago our population was
around one hundred thousand i.e.
nearly a six or seven digit number.
Today we are reduced to a few
thousands and yet | am finding it
difficult to step out! That's because
places like 'Wild Melghat' are just
around fifty in numbers in India. And
it is expected by most humans that
we restrict ourselves to only such
small forests! How is it possible?
When our population grows, as the
human child ventures out to create a
world for himself, set up a family and
prosper in life, we too are similar.
Just that we start venturing out of our
families a bitsooner maybe atan age
of 2-3yrs because our whole lifespan
is about 12-14 yrs in the wild. So we
become independent as soon as we
learn to hunt and fight from our
mothertigress.

The day we think of stepping

Dr. Jaydeep Das
Nagpur

out, we are beseiged with thoughts
of survival that sends a chill down our
powerful spines. Our mother has
taught us to fight, hunt and hide well.
So that's not the problem. The
problem starts when after moving
just a few kilometers in search of
food and territory we suddenly come
across a broad cemented pathway.
The roaring and speeding
automobiles zooming past like
ravaging machines through our
homes leaving behind the
exhausted carbon residues to inhale
into our systems and pollute the
forests our homes which has already
witnessed a massacre of huge
number of trees to make these
pathways. My mother tells me that
these were narrower cuttings called
roads and were easy to manouvre
safely while crossing to the other
side a few years ago but then some
business minded self centered
human with no thought for wildlife
and utmost carving materialistic
world decided to make a fast buck in
the name of guess what?
'Development’.

So | cannot step out that side of



! the forest. Deciding to take a | relatives had fallen victim to the T mustrealise thatwe as a species will |

separate route, suddenly a huge
coal mine is threatening to eat up my
home into a never ending deep and
black hole from another side. Giant
trucks leaving behind the smoke of
thin powdery dust is roaring more
than we did together with my
siblings. No way out this way, | think.
Making my way towards the riverside
| am left with few choices | feel if |
want to make it to the next
neighboring forest which is now
seeming farther than | once heard of.
The flow of the river does not seem
normal though and suddenly a huge
body of water is now exists at the
rocky bed where as cubs we used to
cross over. Downstream a huge wall
like structure under construction is
blocking the river. Humans
constructing it have made their tents
around the place cutting trees for
firewood and killing animals for food |
hear. | must get out of this place
immediately.

Alas | am left with almost no
way to go to the other forest. A long
rumbling iron monster which they
call as train had already blocked our
exit earlier and since few of my
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bulldozing unstoppable evil we
prefer to avoid the infamous 'death
on rails' since many a years. So am
left with a very limited choice of
having to cross the fields near the
human homes which has electric
wires, canals and many times our
paths being crossed by humans and
their cattles we are considered as
enemy number one. | must also duck
those poor but greedy humans who
are hand in gloves when they inform
those hunters from far away lands
about my presence and movement
through these fields. These hunters
trade my skin and bones for bounties
and are lurking in such narrow exits
from my forest waiting for me to 'step
out'.

| am now petrified by the idea of
'stepping out'. My basic character as
a species requires me to settle in a
forest which | can protect from the
destructions and which would in
return give fresh air, oxygen and
water to continue life on Earth. But |
realise that the moment | step out of
my forest | am jeopardising my
chances of survival of being able to
see the light of another day. Humans

perish if we are not allowed to 'step
oit' and surely post our extinction the
forests will vanish and so would be
the beginning of the end of humans
on this planet. | hear that a few
weeks of 'lockdown' where humans
were prevented from 'stepping out' of
their homes due to a pandemic has
virtually crippled the lives of many of
them but has revived and
rejuvenated the nature to regain
some of its past glory. Humans have
become desperate to 'step out' to
revive their lives. If such is the case
then should we tigers not be given
the natural right to step out of their
homes? We too have the right to live
and flourish. We too are God's
creation and we can give back to
nature more than any human ever
can.

My predicament of 'stepping
out' or not is actually a question mark
on every action the human does in
the name of benefitting its race
alone. Because, the day | cannot
'step out' would be the day the
humans would start the countdown
of their clock to permanent
lockdown.

Wild Melghat
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Ifirst visited Melghat in the early
1990's, and after a long gap of over
25 years, went there again last year
with my friend Commander H.K.
Singh and my assistant Raja. We
loved being there so much that the
three of us again drove down from
Mumbai to Melghat in the beginning
of March and returned just two
weeks before COVID-19 unleashed
the “Corona Crisis and Lockdown”
on us. | cannot help but wonder, what
if the lockdown had happened when
we were there. If we had gone just a
few days later, we would have been

5 = Wild Melghat

stuck there for a couple of months.
Yes, if this had happened our
families would have gotten worried
and we would have surely been
concerned about them too. But
being stuck in Melghat would have
any day been better than being stuck
in Mumbai.

Melghat Tiger Reserve which is
situated to the south of the Satpuras,
was among the first nine Tiger
Reserves in India, and the first one in
Maharashtra, notified in 1973-74
under 'Project Tiger'. But due to

Text & Photo : Bob Rupani
Commander : H.K. Singh & Raja

Mumbai

various reasons which | will not go

into here, it's not become as famous
or as popular as many other tiger
reserves. Which [ think is both a
good and bad thing. Good because
it's not commercialized and overrun
with noisy tourists. Bad because not
so many people know about it. Also
since few travel here, the facilities
are somewhat basic and limited too.

Eco-tourism, if planned and
executed properly, can contribute
significantly in conservation of
nature. Done in a proper manner, it
can create awareness about forests
andinstill alove for wildlife. It will also
generate employment, particularly
for locals. Eco-tourism also has
immense potential to produce




additional funds that the forest

department and authorities can
utilize to enhance the conservation
activities and improve the
management of our protected areas.

Since Melghat Tiger Reserve is
stillunspoiled and not overpopulated
with all sorts of unregulated private
lodges and resorts, the forest
department and government have a
great opportunity to make Melghat
Tiger Reserve, an exemplary model
of sustainable and sensible eco-
tourism. The stage and situation in
which Melghat is today, presents a
tremendous and once in a lifetime
chance, to make it a Tiger Reserve,
not only every Indian, but the world
can be proud of. Nature has liberally

| blessed Melghat with all its |

wonderful gifts, now it is up to us and
the powers that be, to act
responsibly and intelligently.
Melghat must be “preserved and
presented” in a manner where it gets
‘popular”, while also being
“protected properly”.

Melghat literally means
‘meeting of the ghats” and as the
name suggests, this beautiful region
is a large tract of unending hills and
ravines scarred by jagged cliffs. The

tropical dry deciduous forest found
here is prime tiger habitat and it also
shelters a great number of birds and
animals like leopard, wild dog, sloth
bear, gaur (Indian Bison), cheetal,
sambar, barking deer, four horned
antelope, porcupine, wild boar, etc.
Melghat also has a spectacular
variety of plant life and lovely
landscapes. Along with all these
natural wonders, it can boast of
some significant historical
monuments and formidable forts like
Narnala and Gawligadh too. The

Wild Melghat = G
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local inhabitants are mainly tribal,
belonging largely to the Korku tribe
and others like Gond, Nihal, Balai,
etc. They have a rich and unique
culture and involving them in eco-
tourism activities, can also prove to
be very beneficial.

During my recent visits | have
been fortunate to meet and interact
with some young RFO's (Range
Forest Officers) like Suhas More,
Hiralal Chaudhari, Suhas Kamble,
Vishvanath Chavan etc. | have found
themall to be very committed,

Wild Melghat

motivated, hardworking and
enterprising. While | am still to have
the pleasure of meeting Srinivasa
Reddy, the Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests Melghat, |
have been actively following the
appreciable work he has been doing.
In fact even his other team members
like Swapnil Bangde and Prafulla
Savarkar, are highly enthused and
doing an excellent job. | wish them all
the very best and hope they will help
make Melghat Tiger Reserve, a
greatexample of ideal eco-tourismin
our country.

Note- Bob Rupani is the consulting
editor of Overdrive, India's largest
automotive media. He is a
bestselling author and has also
written the critically acclaimed book,
‘Tracking the Tiger-50 Days in
India's Best Tiger Reserves”.




“t'is said that some places fil
your heart with joy. The memories
you create there are always fresh
and you can relive them again and
again. For me, a place which takes
me back to the days in the forests-
careless and free like a wild animal is
Melghat. Melghat is a tiger reserve
and a home to breath-taking flora
and fauna, some of which are a
major tourist attraction. It lies in the

| nortrn part of Amravati district and

is nestled in the Satpuda mountain
ranges. The amalgamation of Ghats,
the steep terrain and cliffs running
into each other has resulted in the
name Melghat, which literally means
'meeting of the Ghats'.

Having worked in the tropical
rainforests of Western Ghats, the dry
deciduous forests of Melghat felt
different. These Teak Tectona
grandis dominated forests had a

 Gargi Vijay Araghavan

Mumbai

weird silence every time | walked
through them using the pugdandis
created by the villagers and forest
department staff. The forest guards
form the major support system while
working in the forest as they treat you
like their guests and make sure you
are comfortable while taking a refuge
in their check-posts. | made sure |
stopped at these check-posts once
in a while to have a chat with them
about their sightings of tigers,
leopards, sloth bears, forest owlet
and other fauna. Apart from their
forest updates, the black tea they
prepared on the chulha with a
natural smoky flavour was
something | used to look forward too.

I'm a city girl who grew up within
the concrete jungles of a
metropolitan city like Mumbai and
living in a village so far from the busy
streets and fast life was something |
always craved for. | think it was this
longing that led me to this
experience of living in Chaurakund,
a village 12 km from Harisal (the first
digital village in India) inside the
Melghat Tiger Reserve. The village
has a mixed settlement of




raditional Korku Dance

Chaurakund Village

indigenous tribal communities
namely Korku, Gawali and Gond. |
had the chance tointeract and spend
time with them and by far that is the
best experience of my life. | did not
feel like a foreigner amongst them as
the hospitality they offered was
nothing like how people behaved in
the city. | felt more like home with the
korkus than back in Mumbai. | had a
field assistant who accompanied me
during the surveys and | always told
him how he is my local GPS device
knowing every route and shortcut
within the forest. Instead he told me
that I'm more like an elder sister to
him and he felt responsible for my
safety. | can never forget the time |
spent with him and his family-

9 = Wild Melghat

| sharing meals, going to the weekly |

markets to buy the fresh produce
and spending our afternoons
beneath a shady tree near the river
taking aboutlife.

The korkus are a friendly bunch
of people with their main income
being agriculture and seasonal
labour. They also venture into the
forest to harvest non-timber produce
likes leaves, flowers and fruits. A
very weird yet interesting thing |
observed about korkus was the
number of cattle each household
owned. When wethink about cattle,
the obvious use hits our mind- milk,
meat and wool. But they neither sold
them for meat nor did they sell the
milk. On the other hand, Gawalis
sold milk and earned quite a good
amount of money. Being in the same
village it was interesting to see how
one community was progressing
while the other was still lagging
behind due to their beliefs. There
was something to learn every day
from their lifestyle, striking
differences in the cultures and
traditions. | also feel fortunate
enough to experience their

traditional korku dance where the

men dressed up in their traditional
attire playing flutes and women in
colourful half-saree like dresses
dancing in a circle around them. The
tunes were catchy and | couldn't
resist dancing along with them. This
was way better and soothing than
the loud music we hear in the cities.

My field days started with
waking up to the calls of birds near
my hut and the chilly fog-kissed
mornings that called for a fire. We
used to wake up, have a nice cup of
hot black tea beside the fire we
created every morning using the
dried fallen sticks near the hut. It was
short ten minutes of warmth we all
needed to kick-start the day. Even
the neighbour's dog had become a
regular visitor relishing on the rusk
and biscuits we ate. We used to
leave our hut around morning 7:00
AM and spend the whole day inside
the forest, taking a lunch break near
a stream and watching the birds
around. | still remember the day
when my assistant went a bit ahead
to fetch water and a group of Wild
Boars were waiting to cross the
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stream. He came back running as we
all know how ferocious boars can be
and even attack leading to some
unwanted injuries. Once he
returned, we watched them cross the
stream from a distance and felt lucky
enough to not having faced them.

_ L
black-hooded Qriole that | spotted

while chatting with a forest guard and

Sipping on the sweet black tea.

Although it feels like a dream to
live inside a forest and experience
such adventures on a regular basis,
it takes a lot of courage, self-
resilience and patience to actually
live there for long. The life that we are
used to living in the city while the one
we face in the forest are like two
different worlds. Most of the
buddingresearchers or wildlife

i

- enthusiasts find a thrill carrying

DSLR cameras in their hands and
roaming inside the forest spotting
different species and adding them to
their collections. But what they miss
out is the opportunity to interact with
the locals and elderly people of the
village. We go in these forests as
researchers but forget that the
forests belong to the tribes and their
ancestors. The wild animals and
trees are a part of their existence and
hence we need to respect their
cultures and traditions which have
been long ignored. They
unknowingly know a lot about co-
existence and sustainable
development than we do. To
experience the real Melghat, one
needs to first absorb the ways of
living of the indigenous communities
here and then may be try to bring in
some changes. Due to the fast
developmentin the cities, there is an
immense pressure on the forests
and indirectly on the inhabitants
including the wild animals. We need
to be more open towards these tribes
and understand their problems
rather than dumping our solutions
which are a product of ourideas born

' out of sitting in an air-conditioned |

office sipping a hot cup of coffee.

As a researcher, my only
experience which | would like to pass
on to others would be to reconnect to
our roots and nature. Melghat or may
be any other forest has a lot to offer if
we are open-minded to learn and
absorb what we get out of it. And
those who come from the city to
experience the forest life should
makethe best of both worlds.
Respect nature and her inhabitants
and I'm sure she will grant you with a
treasure full of learning experiences
which can never be found in any of
the text books.

Wild Melghat = 10




9 Use of remote sensing & GIS in wildlife conservation
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Introduction:

Wildlife Conservation is the
practice of protecting wild species
and their habitats in order to prevent
species from going extinct. Wildlife
population experience significant
fluctuations as man's influence or
encroachment into various wildlife
habitats increases. These changes
necessitate greater attention to
management techniques for the
protection of wildlife resources.
Habitat analysis and population
censussing have become important
tools for wildlife managers. Habitat
analysis provides a better under
standing of wildlife needs within
various habitat types, censussing
produces data that can be used to
evaluate the status of wildlife
populations. These techniques can
be used to determine the relation-
ship between wildlife populations
and habitat, thus improving the
management of wildlife resources.

Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) involve collecting,
capturing, storing, processing,
manipulating, analyzing, managing,
retrieving and displaying geo -

Wild Melghat

" referenced data. Remote sensing is |

the acquisition of information about
an object or phenomenon without
making physical contact with the
object. Wildlife management
requires reliable and consistent
information on the abundance,
distribution of species and their
habitats as well as threats.
Therefore, the application of Remote
Sensing (RS) and Geographic
Information System (GIS) in the
wildlife management and
conservation aids in data collection
and analysis of wildlife abundance,
their distribution as well as providing
data suitable for conservation
planning and management.
Geographic information on the
distribution of wildlife population
forms a basic source of information
in wildlife management. Most
commonly, distribution is derived
from observations in the field of the
animal species or their artefacts.
Radio-telemetry and satellite
tracking have been used to record
the distribution of a variety of animal
species. Remote sensing is the art
and science of capturing the data
without any physical contact with it

Kanak Moharir

GIS Specialist,

Melghat Tiger Conservation
Foundation, Amravati

so the both concept are very much
useful forthe conservation.

Satellite remote sensing
undoubtedly has a potential for
mapping of animal distribution, but
successful applications seem to be
few. Coral reefs are mapped using
aerial photography and remote
sensing imagery. Remote sensing
has been applied to quantify the
spatial distribution of vegetation
biomass. This quantification is
mainly done by means of
Normalized Difference Vegetation
Index. GPS global positioning
system also play an import role in
conservation with help of this
instrument you can monitored all the
movement of animal and also stored
the data in point and line format.
These data are used in GIS for the
preparation of animal monitoring
maps.

Change detection in forest is
also done with the help of remote
sensing which can be explained by
following example.

Case study:
Most people are familiar with
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1 exploring images of the Earth's |
surface in Google maps and earth,
but of course there's more to satellite
data than just pretty pictures. By
applying algorithms to time-series
data it is possible to quantify global
land dynamics, such as forest extent
and change. Mapping global forests
over time not only enables many
science applications, such as
climate change and biodiversity
modeling efforts, but also informs
policy initiatives by providing
objective data on forests that are
ready for use by governments, civil
society and private industry in
improving forest management. In
GIS there are various mappings, €.9.
1. NDVI mapping, 2. FIRE mapping,
3. Change detection and 4.
Encroachmentetc.

1. NDVImapping:

NDVI helps to differentiate
vegetation from other types of land
cover (artificial) and determine its
overall state. It also allows to define
and visualize vegetated areas on the
map as well as detect abnormal
changes in the growth process.
NDVIalways ranges from-1to +1.

T

For example, when you have |

negative values, it's highly likely that
it's water. On the other hand, if you
have a NDVI value close to +1,
there's a high possibility that it's
dense green leaves. But when NDVI
is close to zero, there isn't green
leaves and it could even be an
urbanized area.
NDVI=NIR-RED

NIR+RED

2. FIRE mapping:

A forest fire can be a real
ecological disaster, regardless of
whether itis caused by natural forces
or human activity. It is impossible to
control nature, but it is possible to
map forest fire risk zones and
thereby minimize the frequency of
fire, avert damage, etc. Forest fire
risk zones are locations where a fire
is likely to start, and from where it can
easily spread to other areas.
Anticipation of factors influencing
the occurrence of fire and under
standing the dynamic behavior of fire
are critical aspects of fire
management. A precise evaluation
of forest fire problems and decisions
on solution methods can only be

satisfactorily made when a fire risk |

zone map is available. Satellite data
plays a vital role in identifying and
mapping forest fires and in recording
the frequency at which different
vegetation types/zones are affected.
A Geographic Information System
(GIS) can be used effectively to
combine different forest-fire-causing
factors for demarcating the forest fire
risk zone map. In Melghat Tiger
Reserve Sentinel, Modis data are
used for fire monitoring. NASA sends
the location on which compartment
the fire has started which is then
mapped by the GIS Team using GIS
tool and then sent to the team on the
field which goes to exact location.
Owing to this quick and accurate
reaction because of map, the fire can
be controlled.

3. Change detection mapping:

The changes which have
occurred in land use land coveri.e in
forestry can be identified using
satellite data and mapped for a
previous condition of the forest and
the present condition. The area
occupied by forest in past vis-a-vis
the present can be easily identify.

Wild Melghat
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The Total area under the Melghat Tiger Reserve

Sr. No. | Division Head Quarter | Sanctuary Area (Sq. Km)
i Sipna Wildlife Division Paratwada Melghat Sanctuary 83,909.70
Gugamal Wildlife Division Chikhaldara Gugamal National Park 63,994.79
Akot Wildlife Division Akot Wan Sanctuary 81,192.22
Narnala Sanctuary
Ambabarwa Sanctuary
Melghat Wildlife Division Paratwada Buffer Area 46,700.91
Akola Wildlife Division Akola Katepurna Sanctuary 30,034.03
Karanja Sohol Sanctuary
Dnyanganga Sanctuary
Lonar Sanctuary
6. Pandharkwada Wildlife Division | Pandharkwada | Tipeshwar Sanctuary 54,930.49
Painganga Sanctuary
Total 3,60,762.94

4. Forestencroachment
mapping:

Population pressure and
poverty are the main two factors
stimulating forest land encroach-
ment. Forests provide new areas for
agriculture and a range of
subsistence products. With
increasing population, more families
search land for agriculture or look for
fuel wood or timber. With the help of

Wild Melghat

1 GIS land encroachment mapping |

can be done. Change detection
indicates encroachment area has
increased or decreased which can
also be shown with the help of GIS

mapping.
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‘MSTrIPES - Monitoring
System for Tigers Intensive
Protection and Ecological Status is a
Software Based monitoring system
launched across Indian Tigers
Reserves by National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA) and
Wildlife Institute of India (WII).

Melghat Tiger Reserve was amongst
one of the first nine tiger reserves
and first in Maharashtra state.
Melghat Tiger Reserve is comprised
of 1500.49 Sq.km of Core Area and
1268.52 Sq.km of Buffer Area which
includes Melghat Sanctuary, Wan
Sanctuary, Narnala Sanctuary,
Ambabarwa Sanctuary, Gugamal

MSTrIPES Team
Amravati

National Park and Buffer Area.
Melghat Tiger Reserve is
administratively divided into Four
Wildlife Divisions viz. Sipna Wildlife
Division, Gugamal Wildlife Division,
Melghat Wildlife Division and Akot
Wildlife Division.

MSTrIPES is a standalone
system where all data regarding foot
patrolling and ecological data
collected during patrolling is stored
and analysed by the team of expert.
This system helps park managers to
understand patrolling efforts taken
by frontline staff and the area where
patrolling was done. Along with this
ecological data collected during
patrolling helps park manager to
plan habitat development work like
artificial waterholes, meadow
development, plantations etc.
MSTrIPES system started in
Melghat Tiger Reserve from last
week of April 2017. All Forest Guards
and Round Officers of Melghat Tiger
Reserve are equipped with GPS
devices to capture data relating to
Tiger Sightings, Deaths, Wildlife
Crime and Ecological observations
while patrolling.

W

* Apeksha Tarjule

[ ]
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MELGHAT TIGER RESERVE
MAHARASHTRA

Patrolling Map e .
2019 C

Patrolling 2019

Foot Patroliing: 5,25,805.40 km
(Target: 4,99,570.00 km)

Vehicle: 24,645.76 km

i —— Patrolling Tracks
P LR | f/ [ Range Boundary
- | =7 I Core Area
T Buffer Area
““f Grid 2X2 Sq.Km.
0 10 20

| April 2017 to Dec 2017 2,36,090.40 . 15,276.57 2,59,740.00

Melghat Tiger Reserve

(Ambabarwa WLS, Wan WLS, 2018 (Jan-Dec) 4,59,612.20 22,618.49 4,29,000.00
Narnala WLS, Melghat WLS, 2019 (Jan-Dec) 5,25,805.40 24,645.76 4,99,570.00
Gugamal NP & Buffer area)

Jan 2020 to April 2020 1,88,883.00 13,351.51 1,72,720.00

July 2017 to Dec 2017 20,267.86 2,022.66 25,200.00

Akola Wildlife Division

(Katepurna WLS, 2018 (Jan-Dec) 50,940.55 3,330.84 62,400.00
Dnyanganga WLS & 2019 (Jan-Dec) 66,082.31 1,989.32 62,760.00
Karanja Sohol WLS)

Jan 2020 to April 2020 25,277.93 1,516.37 21,780.00

| Pandharkawada Wildlife Division
(Tipeshwar WLS & Painganga WLS)

4" Week May to
2" Week June 2020

11,418.71 943.22 12,700.00

MSTrIPES

PROTOCOL IN MELGHAT :

All Forest Guards working in
Melghat Tiger Reserve has to
conduct 30km (Melghat Tiger
Reserve) and 40km (Akola &
Pandharkawada WL Division) of foot

patrolling in his beat every week.
This foot patrolling must be done in
minimum four different days of the
week. Forest guard has to plan his
patrolling to cover each and every
forest area of his beat. As far as
round officers are concerned, they

have to conduct 20km (Melghat
Tiger Reserve) and 25km (Akola &
Pandharkawada WL Division) of foot
patrolling in their respective rounds
every week. All frontline staff
members has to patrol their
jurisdiction and record GPS tracks

Wild Melghat



T using GPS and also record |

observations in site specific data
sheets. GPS Based patrolling helps
in mapping patrol routes and
maintaining a spatial database of
patrol tracks.

Patrol Maps along with
observations recorded by forest
guards help the management
analyse and helps to improve future
protection efforts. The process is
that the forest guards submit their
GPS devices and site specific data
sheet at an MSTrIPES Office. The
weekly patrol records by each forest
guard are overlaid on a map of their
respective beats alongwith
observations. These include human
activities, animal sightings, animal
sings and animal mortality. Such
detailed maps are submitted weekly
to the respective Range forest
officers, DFOs and Field Director.

Except when faced by any
impediment, guards are expected
to cover the maximum area of
their beat. Sensitive areas
identified in a beat may require
frequent visit by guards leaving

Venue : Gugamal Wildlife Division

Melghat Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra.

T

out other areas can have serious |

implications on the protection of the
beat. MSTHPES has helped in the
monitoring reviewing and planning of
patrols. By the help from this system
we get detailed information about
which areas are covered by patrols
and which areas require more
patrolling.

MSTTIPES also helps guards to
improve and make their own
patrolling more effective. There is
also another benefit in the from the

proof of their presence in particular |

area. To prevent poaching and other
illegal activities, it is important that
guards patrol their beats at random
times. The start and end times of
patrols are analysed. This helps the
senior forest officers to take
corrective measures to ensure that
patrolling time is as unpredictable as
possible. To increase the stability of
Tiger population this is a very
essential program.

Wild Melghat |
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Melghat was declared as a tiger
reserve and was among the first nine
tiger reserves notified in 1973-74
under the Project Tiger. Itis indeed a
good opportunity for me to work in
Melghat Tiger Reserve. Forest
workers day after day struggle to
protect wild life under the most
extreme of circumstances. Poor
securities in antipoaching camps are
some of the many problems that
confront working in wild in an ever
more difficult environment. What is

Wild Melghat

needed, more than ever before, are
to provide shelter to these workers.
Protection camps are the lifeline for
workers working in the core area of
Tiger Reserve. These are generally
used by Forest guards, vanmajur
etc. Nearly 96 antipoaching camps
are working in Melghat Tiger
Reserve. Some of them are
temporary constructed, some of
them needed repairs and few of
them are newly constructed. Earlier
the antipoaching camps were

— _mmm— S

© Er. Manali Tambuskar

Civil Engg.
Melghat Tiger Conservation

. Foundation, Amravati.

available materials which were
gradually shifted to concrete ones.
We started process of making these
protection camps cost effective,
maintenance free and comfortable
to use as per field condition of
Melghat. To begin with we developed
architectural plan of antipoaching
camp having separate space for
male and female staff members. To
accommodate space requirement,
we developed a new design of
double storey protection camp
having area 447sq.ft. which
comprises of ground floor & first floor
having a hall with kitchen and toilet
on each floor. The building is a
reinforced cement concrete
structure. Approximately 8 persons

| constructed by wooden and locally |



itch: 13.9° (4.1°)
Time: 05-03-2020 12:31 S
Note: F~idev “amp, chivhir'ara range.

can accommodate in this camp and
its terrace can be used as fire watch
tower and wildlife observation as the
height of building is 20ft. After
constructing few of antipoaching

{Azimu {SW)

{Pitch:=1.7° (1.09—n"
{Time: 05:05-2020 10:57
{Nate: Dhalpata camp, Dha

camps we got reviews from the
forest guards that these new camps
were much more comfortable than
old ones and especially our female
forest guards were very happy.
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Melghat : perception to perspective
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L

< lam a frequent traveller to the
Melghat region since 1992. In my
teenage years, the safaris were
more for fun and adventure. At that
time, there was only one 16-20
seater bus provided for the safari
and it needed to be booked before

hand during the peak season.

Semadoh was a popular forest
rest house then, with Kolkas being
only for top government officials and
ministers.

In the first 5-10 years of my visit
to Melghat, the aim was to sight the
Melghat tiger, which is still a dream
for me. However, during my visits, |
realised that the tiger safari was
actually a jungle safari, which
cleared my perspective of Melghat.

© Prasad Samarth

Melghat has hills and °
grasslands in abundance. Wildlife
thrives here. For the past 5 years, |
have witnessed a steady growth of
animal activity in the region. In
addition to Semadoh, there are
various other locations for tourists,
such as Shahnur, Chowrakund and
Harisal to name a few, thanks to the
special efforts taken by Forest
Department officials.

Tribal culture was one major
aspect | encountered during my
visits, my curiosity increased and |
began exploring. During this
exploration, | met Rushikesh
Khilare,a psychologist who is
researching the Korku tribe's
language and culture. | explored
remote areas of the Melghat with
him, which raised my respect for the
tribes and tribal culture. | was also
fortunate to meet prominent
personalities, young and old. We
generally believe that tribal people

¥

Wild Melghat

Director,
RISE Foundation

live in the forest, but through
discussions, | understood that the
forest thrives along with the tribal
people. This was a revelation.

Worshiping nature is part of the
tribal culture. Resources from the
forest are also a major part of the
tribal lifestyle, but the tribes have a
strict moral code of conduct for
getting these resources from the
forest. Although they use the
produce, | observed a traditional
process of conservation, too.
Therefore, the people here find it
surprising to get instructions on
forest conservation from outsiders,
because it is the base of their culture
here.

After interacting with a few
people (Rajesh, Soma, Gangaram,
Dayaram, Shankar, Suman Mami) in
Rushikesh's Group, | understood
that Korku Gaon Panchayat, which
has seven pradhans (seniors of the
village) is a unique administrative
system still in existence. The
majority of disputes are resolved
through this system at the village
level, although criminal offenses are
notified to the respective police
stations.

[ ]




Village development, festivals
and their planning and execution, all
are done through the Gaon
Panchayat. The specialty is that
even today, this panchayat is in force
witha moral code of conduct.

The main attraction of this
panchayatis a special pagadi
(turban) of honour made out of kosa
silk and worn by the pradhans. In the
past 150-200 years, however, with
the so-called development, this
special turban has lost its traditional
values. Rushikesh and team
members of the RISE Foundation
travelled for over 1000 km in five
states to search for pagadi artists
skilled in tying this special turban.
This helped us rediscover the
tradition, although because of a lack

of finance, the team could not make
it a common practice in the
community.

One of the beliefs of the Korku
tribe (the most populous tribe in
Melghat) is Muthwa Baba. He is
considered the Gramdevata (God of
the village) and any new auspicious
task is initiated after praying for his
blessings. There is no temple to him;
however, in a few villages, one can
find a small, hut-like structure made
of bamboo and grassin the centre of
the village under a banyan, peepal or
neem tree. This is how the Korkus
ensure coexistence in the forest by
minimal use of forest resources.

As part of their tour,visitors
should go around the villages and
understand the tribal culture. The
huts made of bamboo andmudare a
unique feature. They have a natural
air-conditioning system, which
should be studied. The seasons in
Melghat are extreme,and these huts
are designed to withstand all
seasons.

The dance of the Korkus, called

the Gadli, is a feast to the eyes. It

involves educating the children on |

how to stay in sync with the forest.
Songs, too, are part of this varied
culture. The songs and music
suitable for different seasons are
very enriching. Traditional musical
instruments like the dholak and flute
are made by individual performers.
There is a special thapti, which is
used by performing women and
draws you towards the music,
making you want to get up and
dance.

In conclusion, along with the
wildlife, there is lot to learn about the
culture in Melghat, which can be a
good opportunity for tourism
development. The forest and district
administration has taken
cognizance of this and | am sure that
the journey that has begun as
'Magical Melghat' shall sure reach
the destination 'Miraculous Melghat'.

Wild Melghat
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Once in a magical medieval world

Samkit Sawla
Amravati

I'decided to turn into a tiger, and take a stroll into the forest world.
| went on and on
Walked for long and long
And finally witnessed Baaghraj, the majestic almighty tiger, the king of the forest.
His might, all feared,
His reputation, largely smeared.
His size was massive, and powers supernatural
He was sleeping there on the old trunk, so | moved a bit gradual.

Suddenly he moved, and was about to wake,
And so, | realized, my life was at stake.
For if he fights me, taking me for an invader tiger in his territory, he'll know that I'm a man
And kill me and eat me, so | turned my back and ran.

By the time | got a little further
He had realized there was an observer.
| ran as fast as | could, now well ahead of him,
But knowing that he will catch me somehow,
| turned back human and climbed a tree.

He came there, ferocious and furious, not having a full sight of me hiding in the branches.
He started growling and roaring,
Wanting to make me fall, and soaring.
Men trapped in situations use even the silliest means to liberate.
So, | threw a stick at him, maybe | could scare him off
But he was still mounted on the tree, and wouldn't get off.
| prayed, | begged, and threw some more sticks,
But | was trapped in a situation, no one could fix.

Wild Melghat



The mystical tiger, honouring his grace
Ordered all his fauna, to gather around the place.

All of them warned me, and advise me to yield,
Because the tiger there was the almighty, and there was nothing he couldn't wield.
The deer said, "His are the forests, and his are the territories,
He governs the winds, and so obey the trees”.

By hearing this | lost my spirit, and thought my time had come,
And before | could hear what else the deer had to say, the magic started to run.
The winds blew, the trees swayed
| Lost all my hold, and my body paid.

| lost consciousness as | lost control
| guess | fell down and got eaten the whole.

But | woke, and woke lying near a doctor,
And asked her where did she find me, and what happened to the furious tiger?
And she said, "As you fell from the tree, the tiger realized you were just a seeker
And so, he left you there, after all, he wasn't a man-eater"....

Wild Melghat = 22
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© Ku. Shilpa K. Ghukse
Forest Guard,

Kasmar Beat,

Katepurna Sanctuary

®

&0 Neem, etc. They have then prepared | sized pits or holes into the ground
“Seedball is a mixture of mud, | seedballs for plantation during the | and covering it with mud. The
manure like cow dung, dry leaves | monsoon of the year 2020. Around | seedballs assist in germination and
and grass, which is organic matter | g |akh seedballs have been made | protection of seed which are
and little bit of water which are | hy t{he forest labourers for | otherwise prone to be eaten or
subsequently mixedtogether. Seeds | roagcasting at Katepurna Wildlife | damaged by insects and other
ofplan.tsar-ethentaken andcovered | ganctuary and Karanja Sohol | creatures.
E:;i:gm;z ;sf.mUd andmanure | Blackbuck Wildiife Sanctuary. The People should practice planting
seedballs would be broadcasted | more and more trees using seedball
In Katepurna Wildlife Sanctuary | along road sides and areas where | mathod.
the forest labourers have collected | there are fewer trees. The seedballs
seeds from trees like Amaltaas, | would be sown by making small R
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| Remarkable dzp in summer forest fires in Slpna divn of Melghat

W Cash prize scheme for
villagers worked in
checking fires

N By Ramesh Marullar
NAGPUR, e 27

VARIOUS measures taken by
5rpruu Wildlife Division, a part of
Melghat Tiger Reserve (MTR), to
ri\r(“l\ forest fires yielded fruits
during summer as only 35 cases
offorest fires occurred in the divi-
sion as against 22| cases last year.
Dr ivabala S, put
Conservatorof Forest, b|pm.tuu£
aninitiative for reducing fire cas-
es by launchinga scheme (o offer
cash prizes of Rs one lakh as
incentive to villagers in core area
and Rs 50,000 to villagers in buffer
zone. The scheme was launched
in phases from Fel y 1510 june
15 by offering cash prizes from
Rs 10,0000 Rs 40,000 if not a sin-
glecaseocoursinthe village areas.

used drone in remote areas. He
also posted fire watchers at 17
watch towers to get immediate
information about forest fires.
Moreover, the officers used to get
fire alerts from Survey of India
through fire cell so that he could
deploy the staff for taking imme-
diate action in extinguishing the
fire. All the meastres were taken
up under the guidance of M §
Reddy, Addl Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest and Field
Director, MTR.

These steps resulted in bring-

One of the 17 watch towers in Sipna from where fire watchers inform about fire cases i

higher authonties.
Sipna Wildiife Division recantly.

immadiately to
(Right) Forestmen giving away a cheque to the office-bearers of EDC in a village in

He also instructed field staff mem-
bers to create awaneness about

damages caused o precious trees
by fires by visiting the villages. He

got the work of fire lines com-
pleted in 1800 sq km jungle and

u\g down the number of fires to
only 35, Last year, 221 cases were
registered in Sipna Wildlife
Division reducing trees/bush-

es/grass to ashes in 2221 ha of
area. However, this time in 35 fire
cases caused damages 1o trees
in 168 ha area. Over 92 per cent
area was not damaged this time,
ifcompared to last year's figures.
In 2016, as many s 6480 ha area
got damaged in fires, in 2017 an

area nf31.n6 ha damaged and in
2018 the area of 4803 ha was
reduced to ashes in fires
Moreover, the factors like late
falling of leaves, untimely rains
.'md limited human mlerfnrmcn-

also contributed a lot in :lu—:i
ing the rate of forest fires in this
division.

In all, there are 36 villages in
thisdivisionand out of them eight
are located in core area and rest
in buifer. As not a single case of
forest fire occurred during the
stipulated period. Pili, Raipur.
Madizadap and Chopan villages
in core became eligible 1o get
cash prize of Rs one lakh each.
In second phase, Makhala and
Retyakheda villages got the prizes
of fs 10,000 and Ks 40,000 respec-
tively

Inbuffer zone in the first phase,
Chunkhadi and, Kuhiand Awagad
villages recelved prizes of
{Conted on page 2)

VIDARBHAL ine
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Remarkable dip...

Rs 10,000 each whilein the second phase 19 villageslike Kamoda,
Barpawhan, Khadimal, Khandukheda, Ghana, Koyalari,
Bhicchukheda, Sumita, Domi, Bhutrum, Raipathar, Sarwarkheda,
Simori, Chilati, Khamda, Kinhikheda, Rangveliand Kund received
Hs 50,000 each as no case of fire occurred in their areas.

In all an amount of Rs 13,40,000 will be given to the office-
bearers of Village Eco-Development Committees. Forest
Department avoided holding of functions to give away cash
prizes owing to coronavirus pandemic. So far, Range Forest
Officers and others visited theirvillages and gave cheques worth
Rs 12,00,000 fram June 16 till date.

Kamlesh Patil, Assistant Conservator of Forest, Samral
Meshram, RFO Semadoh, Satyafula Solanke, RFO Raipur, Amit
Shinde, RFO Hatru, Prafulla Nirmal, RFO Chourakund, Ashish
Maolekar, RFO Jarida and other field staff also worked hard in
creating awareness among the villagers and by making field
visits regularly.

SHHARIAT YO 3gH WcATe
<ULT 31TS.
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Latitude: 21.427985
Longitude: 77.318042.
Elevation: 919.22m
Accuracy: 3.0m
_Azimuth: 37° (NE)
Pitch:=11.0° (4.7°)
Time: 15-05-2020 13:43
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Newspaper coverage of Melghat tiger reserve

=g

J ar!f__ested for h monitor lizard in Melghat

2 B

W Special Correspondent

ATEAM of forestmen arrested three
persons for hunting and illegally
possessing a monitor lizard at
Adgaon-Khurd village in Akot
Wildlife Division, a part of Melghat
Tiger Reserve, seized theanimal and
materials used for the purpose on
Wednesday.

The deEnﬂion of hunding in
Section 2 (16) of Wildlife Protection
Act, 1972 says thathuntingincludes
capturing, killing, poisoning, snar-
ingor trappingany wild animal and

On a tip-off, the fI uad of
Forest 3 ntﬁ'oyni:‘l-%\s\r?lrkhe(i,
led by P D Patil, Range Forest Officer,
laid a trap at the ashramshala of Dr
Jagannath Dhone, Adgaon in Akot
tZﬁs!l. and detained Rajesh Subhash
Bhosale (28), Arjun Kashya Bhosale
(33), bothresidents of Amboda, and
Vikas Subhash Bhosale (33), a resi-
dent of Chittalwadi. Forestmen
searched a bag belonging to Vikas
and found a monitor lizard with its
tail tied in a hole created by them
at the neck.

Further interrogation revealed

MCR for 6 accused in sloth-bear
cubs’ poaching in Melghat

THE Judicial Magistrate First Class, Sangrampur, rejected bail plea by
sixaccused in poaching of two cubs of sloth bear in Sonala Forst Range,
Akot Wildlife Division, a portion of Me[Euil Tiger Reserve, and grant-
ed MCR. Three of the accused are taken into custody in bamboo felling
case occurred previously.

The court had them Forest Custody Remand till June 18 and
hence forestmen produced them before the court on Thursday. Thenames
of the accused are: Dalubabu Jambhulkar (60), Krishna Motilal Gavate
(26), bothresidentsof Chicharivillagesin Buldana district. Munna Chandu
Chicholkar (45), Habu Sonya Pawar (46), Raju Sh Kasot (31) and
Ankesh Chhagan Pawar (21), all residents from village.

It is reported that the sensational case occurred when these six
accused had gone along with their two other companions in South
Aalewadi, compartment no: 357, Sonala Forest Range, on Monday for
felling bamboo. However, on way, they found two cubs of sloth bear
:l?lrmadﬂngtowaxﬂslhemuhile irmotherwas following. Frightened

agers started attacking the cubs with axe and killed them on the
spot. The furious mother took revenge immediately by attacking and
killing two persons — Ashok Motilal Gavate and Mana Bandu Gavate.
The remaininﬁhsix persons ran towards the village then and informed

people about the incident.

tered in the case, informed Laxman  Addl Principal Chief Conservator of

even attempt to do so and driving  that captured the lizard from  Aware, Assistant Conservator of Forest and Field Director, Melghat

any animal for any of the purpose  an agricultural field in Akot. The Forest, Akot. Tiger Reserve, and T Beula madam,

specified in sub-clause. Monitor accused were taking the animal for B D Kataria, Invetigation Officer, Deputy Conservator of Forest, Akot.

lizard falls in Schedule I of Wildlife selling it in the market. A prelimi- ismakingfurtherenquiriesinthecase  Aatif Hussainand N BAmbhore took
Protection Act, 1972, nary offence report has been regis-  under the guidance of M R Reddy, active part in the raid.
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35 tigers, 45 leopards sighted during
‘Nisarganubhav’ in Melgha unified area

8 Special Correspondent

MORE than 17 542 wild animals,
including 35 tigers. 45 leopards,
352 sloth bears, 172 wild dogs
and 752 Indian gaurs were sight-
ed during ‘Nirsarganubhav’, an
exercise carried out on Buddha

Heilo Ammvati
Page No.3 Jul 10, 2020

Pournimaon Thursday by sitting
on ‘machaans’ near waterholes
in Mclghut Tiger REW‘L\': and . r
Protected areas under Field 4 i kel & - s >
One of the in Tiger for
Director of the reserve. on Thurseay. (R A leopard was sighted by feid siaff siting on 2 n Meig = ST e e sme gqfaar wdewen

The census was carried out by
field staff members of wildlife
wing like forest guards, round
officers, guides and f
mnlmg on 547 wooden struc-

Khairnar, DFO, Subhash Puranik,
DFOand Vishal Mali, DFO under 2
the guidance of Reddy. The field
staff also recorded sightings of

Additional Chief Conservator of
Forest and Field Director, Melghat
Tiger Reserve.

The stalf members sat on 140

year on the full moon night of
Buddha Pournima to count the

wikd Isand pet direct/ indi-
rect evidences in the full moon

::::: constructed near Iw:r:- hgﬂ:. Every yta:;;;alm :lnm nwulrlnhai:iln:‘mmxmi in Sipna 3.31:., d\\ﬂd "‘Jhlnt!':':¢ 42' endte  Fam ool sRewe e el T
in Sipna. G t, and vol s volun- ildli vision, 95in G sambar/deer, & 0 7
Melghat, © Akdla  snd tariyinthisewerchebutthistime division, 140 i Aot duﬁﬂ"ﬁ 3 brking dov. Whourhomed oI Suw Wbonpy amem e feeht k. dewTen
PandharkawdaWildlife Divisions, it was limited to forest staff due  in } ines67civer 3901 EEA R wom k. el sy #iq af sl
Thewhole Melghat TigerResenve,  10COVID-19 pandemicandasper  structures in Akola dwh.hm and cats, 15 hyena, 1 685 blue bulls, TR Ty wfrdas Tom doEns § o, e T
hlepurn: kﬂ.ﬂnu Sohal, theorder fromthe Principal Chiel 70 in Pandharkawda divisi 5,763 fourpan- M AEAIZ W WEAIEE WA T fqm
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Jungle owl

Small blue kingfisher
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Nature art

Scarlet minivet

Nupur Bapat

Amravati
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White spotted fantail



Indian courser

Paradise flycatcher

‘ i-f‘L i

Fo ]

Ballians crake Golden backed woodpecker House sparrow
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Atmaja Avirupa Das
Midanapore, (West Bengal)

Satish Ansingkar
Pune




Sunil Wakode
Range Forest Officer,
Akot Wildlife Division
Melghat Tiger Reserve
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Forest owlet

Kipal Borekar
Vishal Solnki
Manish Ghurade
Dipak Joshi
Satish Deshmukh
Mayur Bhailume
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Wildlife rise again in the empty
land of rehabilitation villages of
Melghat Tiger Reserve.
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Melghat Tiger Reserve is
thankful to all photograph

Bob Rupani «
Gargi Araghavan <
Ashish Tomar <
Apeksha Tarjule ¢

#iafu_ua Sawarke
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e-Magam e are therpersonal; ideology of author.
Donationﬁa Melghatﬂger Conservatlon Foundation

A willhave agreattime.

SeCt'O” 806%' '”Cgme Tax ACt Website: www.magicalmelghat.com

Name ofthetecount: Melghat Tiger Pleasefeel free to coordinate with

Consewatlon Foundatlon U EVEL - = r Swapnll Bangde

Name of Bank&Branch:Indian Overseas Bank;

Gandhi Chowk Ambadth.Road Amravatl (M.S:)
100004¢

Call hlm on +91 8956563016
He! w-[help you planyour program.

You are invited to explore the all new accommodation
and restaurants at Semadoh, Narnala, Harisal,
Aamzari & Kolkas. Melghat Team will ensure that you

|

£
‘ D  Office ofthe €
Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forest & Field Director,
V Melghat Tiger Reserve, Amravati.
Near Govt. Girls High School, Camp Road, Amravati 444 602 (M.S.)
‘Phone No::0721-2551766, 2662792 Website: www.magicalmelghat.com
: E-Mail:ccffdmelghat2@mahaforest.gov.in




